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Drop in auto thefts
highlights sharp
decrease in crime

Halton Hills’ award-winning newspaper

Students
celebrate

Black History
Month

Ranisha Verma was among
the many George Kennedy
Public School students who
performed traditional dances
at the Black History Month
Assembly at the school Friday.
The assembly featured various
aspects of the Black History
unit, including Cuban songs,
skits and stories about famous
black people who helped elimi-
nate discrimination throughout
the years.
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By TIM FORAN
Metroland Media Group
and LISATALLYN

Staff Writer

Getting the right bad guys
off the street is one of the rea-
sons Halton saw a one-third
drop in the number of auto
thefts last year, according to
one of the region’s top cops.

The regional police service
has scored a “significant num-
ber of arrests” of individuals
p affiliated with or in organized
: crime groups involved in the
sale of stolen automobiles,
said Bob Percy, deputy chief of
operations for the Halton Re-
gional Police Service.

Targeting such “repeat of-
fenders” involved in crime
networks rather than young
“joyriders” partially led to
the healthy decrease in auto
thefts, from 799 in 2008 to 538
in 2009, Percy stated.

“It's not necessarily the
quantity of arrests at times,
sometimes it's the quality of
arrests,” he explained.

Percy said Halton’s po-
lice service has participated
in cross-boundary programs

For the best automotive selection,
visit www.georgetownchev.com

We now carry Buick, GMC brands! 2010 Buick LaCrosse

with other services targeting
auto theft.

Although many stolen cars
are shipped abroad, Percy
didn’t believe the global eco-
nomic recession might have
led to a reduced market for
such automobiles and thereby
reduced theft.

“In fact, it could be argued
the other way,” he said, sug-
gesting the recession could
have encouraged a greater
market for cheap, stolen auto-
mobiles.

Despite new anti-theft tech-
nology, police efforts, and ed-
ucation of the public on how
to protect their automobile,
Percy admitted the service still
gets calls about vehicles stolen
after the owner has left them
idling and unlocked.

“That’s an age-old problem,”
said Percy.

The reduction in auto thefts
contributed greatly to the 8.4
per cent decrease in the num-
ber of property crimes in Hal-
ton in 2009, according to a
statistical summary presented
to the police services board
Thursday.
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