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Council likely to okay
4.9% budget hike

The average property owner in 
Halton Hills will spend $58 more 
on their municipal tax bills in 
2010.

Halton Hills budget commit-
tee (all members of council) ap-
proved the 2010 operating budget 
of $28,509,400 on Monday night. 
Council is expected to ratify the 
budget at their Jan. 25 meeting.

Little debate occurred on the 
budget, with most of the work be-
ing done by staff over the last fi ve 
months.

The Town budget is 4.9 per 
cent more than last year’s, but 
combined with Halton Region’s 
and education taxes— both with 
no increases— the overall tax 
impact is 1.7 per cent. For easier 
calculation for homeowners that 
equates to an $18 increase—
$1,052/$100,000 of property as-
sessment. 

For example, the 2010 tax bill 
for the average Halton Hills prop-
erty owner with a home assessed 
at $320,000 would be $3,366— up 
$58.

“People might say it is not a 
good year (for an increase), wait 
for a better time,” said Ward 3 
Councillor Moya Johnson. “This 
is my 15th year here— there’s nev-
er a good year for increasing the 

budget or not.... Yes, it will im-
pact some people, but it’s better to 
do a small amount every year to 
keep our services at a level people 
expect and rely on than try to cut 
things out and end up farther and 
farther behind.”

Johnson remembers the years 
of zero budget hikes— and the 
ones that followed when the 
catch-up to repair deteriorating 
services and infrastructure was 
very diffi cult.

Wards 3&4 Regional Council-
lor Jane Fogal called it a respon-
sible budget.

“There’s never a good time to 
come in at 4.9 per cent but maybe 
this is a good time, because it is 
offset by both the Region and ed-
ucation taxes coming in at zero. 
So overall people’s tax bill goes up 
1.7 per cent, which is around in-
fl ation. Our budget has been cut 
to the bone ... it’s a very respon-
sible budget,” she said.

However, Ward 2 Councillor 
Bryan Lewis provided a dissent-
ing voice, saying this budget goes 
beyond just maintaining existing 
services.

“I would have preferred that we 
had maintained the cost of living 
all the way across the board,” he 
said. “I think it would have been 
easier for the public and particu-
larly the public I represent.”

As part of the Dash Sports pre-
schooler program at Acton Com-
munity Centre, two-year-old Will 
Dunn scooped up a ball as part 
of the soccer goaltending skills 
taught in the program. 

Photo by Ted Brown

By CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer
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New smoking ban takes effect Feb. 15

Family Day is the day parents in Halton will 
have to butt out in front of public hockey arenas.

A ban on smoking within nine metres, or about 
30 feet, of hockey arenas, pools, libraries and oth-
er municipal facilities will kick in on Feb. 15.

The prohibition applies to all buildings owned 
or leased by Halton Region or the lower-tier mu-

nicipalities of Halton Hills, Burlington, Milton 
and Oakville. 

Along with recreation facilities, the list also 
includes municipal offi ces, community centres, 
museums, art galleries, police stations, fi re halls, 
ambulance stations and public washrooms. It 
would impact about 150 municipal facilities, ac-
cording to Regional staff.

By TIM FORAN
Metroland Media Group



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


