Locals fear for
Haitian friends
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The organization has more than 300
medical volunteers from across North
America to draw upon and as of Wednes-
day had received numerous offers from
volunteers and donations at its website
(www.healinghandsforhaiti.org).

The most recent mission to Haiti in-
cluded Doubt and his son Travis and Karen
McKenzie-Stepner, also of Georgetown, and
her son Daniel in November. No one locally
is currently in Haiti with Healing Hands.

Also worried and eagerly awaiting
news is Georgetown resident Camille
Otum, who with Audrey Hoekstra, also of
Georgetown, and Era Ferron of Bramp-
ton, opened the Welcome Home Children’s
Centre (orphanage) in Cabaret, Haiti last
year. The orphanage, located about 50
miles from Port-Au-Prince, is currently
home to 13 Haitian children.

“T am unable to get in touch with any-
one in Haiti,” said Otum.

She has tried to reach their agent in
Port-Au-Prince and has only got his an-
swering machine. The phone doesn’t ring
at the orphanage, she said. She has also
been unable to reach her 80-year-old blind
aunt who lives in Cabaret.

Both Healing Hands for Haiti and Wel-
come Home Children’s Centre are accept-
ing monetary donations.

To donate to Healing Hands for Haiti

Eric Doubt, executive director of Healing
Hands for Haiti, with Haitian youngster
Martine during a recent visit to the Carib-

bean nation. Submitted photo

visit www.healinghandsforhaiti.org, e-
mail Doubt at eric@commassoc.ca or call
905-702- 9964. To donate to Welcome
Home Children’s Centre visit www.welco-
mechildren.org or call Otum at 905-873-
9963 or Hoekstra 905-877-0630.

Donations for Haiti earthquake victims
can also be made to the Red Cross or Sal-
vation Army. To donate to the Red Cross
drop into the North Halton office at 100
Nipissing Rd., Unit 5, Milton, ON, L9T
5B2, call 905-875-1459, or mail a cheque
to that address. Specify the donation is for
victims of the Haiti earthquake. Donations
can be made online at www.redcross.ca.

Financial contributions can also be
made to the Salvation Army by calling
1-800-SAL-ARMY (725-2769), by visiting
www.SalvationArmy.ca, by mailing dona-
tions to The Salvation Army Territorial
Headquarters, Canada and Bermuda, 2
Overlea Blvd., Toronto, Ont. M4H 1P4, or
dropping off donations at any Salvation
Army unit. Donors should specify their
gift is to the Haiti Earthquake Disaster
Relief Fund.

Seniors seek more funding-:
from budget committee

By CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

Georgetown Seniors’ Centre presi-
dent John Daley was the only member
of the public who addressed the Hal-
ton Hills budget commit-
tee on Delegation Night,
Tuesday.

The evening was set
aside for the public to bring
concerns to the committee
(all members of council)
before it begins discus-
sions on the 2010 operat-
ing budget.

Town Treasurer Ed DeS-
ousa reported that the
starting point for the 2010
budget is slightly more than
$28.5M— a 4.9 per cent in-
crease over last year’s bud-
get. Combined with Halton Region
and Education taxes (both zero per
cent increases), the overall tax impact
will be 1.8 per cent. For property own-
ers that translates into an $18 increase
for every $100,000 of assessment.

DeSousa added that maintains the
existing service levels with slight im-
provements in some areas such as the
addition of crossing guards and snow
removal on Mountainview Rd. and
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some park pathways.

Daley, who was speaking on behalf
of the town’s two seniors’ centres— Ac-
ton and Georgetown— urged the com-
mittee to set aside more money for se-
niors’ staffing.

Daley said low staffing lev-
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number of years and is well <
below the provincial average.
He said volunteers who usu-

now dwindling due to other
commitments, age and ill 2
health. e

When the budget discus-
sion begins in earnest on
Monday, budget commit-
tee members will debate a
staff report recommending
$64,000 in provincial fund-
ing be allocated to new staff
for the centres. The decision will have
no impact on the tax levy.

DeSousa pointed out to budget com-
mittee members the Town budget in-
crease is comparable to tax increases
in Milton (4.3%), Oakville (4.5%) and
Burlington (4.9%).

Budget discussions will be held on
Monday, Jan. 18 and Jan. 19, 6 p.m. in
the council chambers. Council ratifica-
tion is scheduled for Monday, Jan. 25.

Subaru symmetical full-time ALL-Wheel Drive,

2.5L 170 hp horizontally-opposed SUBARU BOXER
engine, 5-speed Manual Transmission (5MT) with
Hill Holder system, Vehicle Dynamics Control
System and Traction Control System (TCS).

527853

24"

Cmnp'etdy

Biased

25X Limited Package model shown.*

BEST NEW
% (under $35K)™

|—'0)

SUBARU ..BRAMPTON

Essential winter gear —
coat, gloves, symmetrical
full-time All-Wheel Drive.

STANDARD FEATURES:

Subaru symmetical full-time ALL-Wheel Drive, 2.5L
170 hp horizontally-opposed SUBARU BOXER engine,

& 6 standard airbags, Auxiliary audio input.
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“MSRP of $27,853 on 2010 Forester 2.5X (AJ1-XO). 2.4% finance/lease rate for 24 months. MSRP of $22,928 on 2010 Impreza 2.5i 4-door (AF1-BP). 1.4% finance/lease rate for 24 months. Models shown: 2010 Forester 2.5X Limited Package (AJ2-LP). MSRP $34,653.20. 2010 Impreza 2.5i Sport Package 4-door (AF1-SP). MSRP $26,628.20.
2010 Impreza 2.5i Sport Package 5-door (AG1-SP). MSRP $27,528.20. Pricing includes Freight/PDI ($1,525), Air Tax ($100), Tax for Fuel Conservation ($75 on Impreza AF1-BP, AF1-SP, AG1-SP; $0 on Forester AJ1-X0, AJ2-LP), Tire Stewardship Levy ($29.20), OMVIC fee ($5), Dealer admin ($199). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank
of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 Security deposit. Offers available from January 5th, 2010 to February 2nd, 2010. Offers applicable on approved credit at participating dealers only. Lease based on a maximum of 24,000 km per year, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and financing programs available
through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown.
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SUB ARU 9 Canam Crescent, Brampton (in the Brampton Auto Mall) www.subaruofbrampton.ca
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