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Help Haiti

If there is a more star-crossed nation on
Earth than Haiti, we're at a loss to name
that country.

Be it from decades of political unrest and
corruption, rampant poverty, hurricanes,
tropical storms or landslides, Haitians have
had to endure more than their fair share of
strife and anguish.

Now the island nation has been hit by a
devastating earthquake that will see thou-
sands, possibly more than 100,000, left
dead by the wrath of Mother Nature.

For some local Halton Hills residents the
disaster in Haiti hits close to home.

Eric Doubt, executive director of Healing
Hands for Haiti International, a charitable
organization which provides medicine and
rehabilitation for 800,000 Haitians with
disabilities, has spent much of the past
two days trying to get information on the
46 residents who work at the group’s head-
quarters in Port-Au-Prince.

Camille Otum, who along with fellow
Georgetown resident Audrey Hoekstra and
Brampton friend Era Ferron, opened the
Welcome Home Children’s Orphanage in
Cabaret last year, is also desperately trying
to get in touch with friends and relatives.

Both groups, along with the Canadian
Salvation Army, Walmart stores, Canadian
Red Cross and, likely in the days to come,
other groups and associations, are spear-
heading fundraising campaigns to help
Haiti in its time of need.

Nations around the world are rushing
supplies and emergency crews to the Ca-
ribbean island in a effort to offer vital life-
saving expertise and help.

We urge everyone to make a donation
to any charitable organization operating a
Haiti earthquake disaster relief fund.

Details on how to make a donation to
some of the groups listed above can be
found on page 9 of today’s edition or by
contacting any of the groups directly.

Haiti needs the world’s help.
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WEB POLL RESULTS

How do you view the use of
full-body scanners at airports?

e If it makes air travel safer
I have no problem with using
scanners (92%)

¢ | consider the use of scan-

ners an invasion of privacy
(8%)
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North Halton may be

better off on its own

Dear editor;

Through the recent Natural
Heritage System decision at
Regional council, rural residents
have been reminded once again
that rural-oriented north Halton
has very little in common with the
urban south.

Many thousands of man-hours
have been spent by north Halton
people in public meetings, read-
ing Region documents, discussion
and responding to Region propos-
als. With the NHS battle settled,
more time must be spent to digest
the many pages of planner-speak
that will regulate rural lives and
property.

Perhaps all of that north Halton
time and energy would have been
better spent organizing a project
to exit Halton Region.

The rural-oriented north could
then be governed by a council of
peers with similar interests and
an understanding of the area. The
“quality of life” folks and environ-
mental zealots in the urban south
would be left to squabble among
themselves over the shape of their

urban utopia, or search for new
targets to dominate.

Gary Ellis,
Milton

Coverage helped

Dear editor,

Thanks to the support of The
Independent & Free Press and the
Halton Hills community the spirit
of giving came a little early this
past holiday season.

It is clear that community
papers such as The Independent &
Free Press continue to be an excel-
lent source for residents to learn of
news, whether good or bad.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Halton recently set about trying
to raise awareness that the agency
is in dire need of Big Brothers in
Georgetown for a few of its men-
toring programs. Thanks to our
local paper, the agency managed to
attract quite a lot of attention from
prospective volunteer mentors.

While there continues to be a
waiting list of young boys eager
to be matched with a Big Brother,
those community-minded people
who recently put their names forth
to mentor a child will go a long
way to reducing that list.

Clearly the spirit of giving is

alive and well in Halton Hills.
Wendy Somerville
Co-ordinator of Volunteers
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Halton

Relay was a thrill

Dear editor,

I want to extend a huge thank
you to the people of Acton for
making the Olympic torch run
such a memorable experience.

I was lucky enough to run a
portion of the relay in Acton,
and having recently moved from
Hillsburgh to Mississauga, many
of my friends and family came out
to watch. The warmth and sup-
port of everyone during my run
was overwhelming, and I felt truly
proud and honoured to carry the
flame for everyone watching.

The people working on the
torch relay team mentioned that
the turnout in Acton was one of
the best that they had seen in
small town Ontario, and I can
believe it.

A special thanks to Frank Pros-
pero for his tireless work behind
the scenes to make December 19
such a success. Thank you again.

Paul Nieuwland,
Mississauga




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


