LETTER FROM iN Foeus

It's hard to be in a bad mood when you're surrounded by [
a crowd of cheering people. That's what | learned when |
the Olympic Torch Relay came through Halton Hills on
December 19.
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When | woke up that morning, | was not a happy
camper: it was early, it was dark and it was very, |
very cold. My mood didn’t improve when | arrived |
in downfown Georgetown about 45 minutes later: it
was still dark, there was a bitter wind sweeping up Mill Street and there were
only a dozen or so people gathered to watch the torch pass through.

My bad mood began to evaporate as the sun started rising and the crowd
doubled, tripled and quadrupled in size. Before | knew it, |l was surrounded by
hundreds of excited, cheering, flag-waving Halton Hills residents dressed in
their best red and white winter gear. Complete strangers chatted away like
old friends, brought together by their shared Olympic spirit. Once the torch
passed, the crowd dispersed as everyone headed back to their everyday
lives. But for a few hours on that wintery Saturday morning, the whole town
came fogether to witness an important moment in Halton Hills history.

To commemorate this once-in-a-lifetime event, we have put together a
special two-page spread in the centre of this issue of In Focus. The pages
can be pulled out and saved as a memento of the Olympic torch’s trip
through Halton Hills.

Also in this issue, we have photos from a variety of Christmas festivities, from
the Light up the Hills Ignition Night at Dominion Gardens Park to Montgom-
ery Christmas in Norval to the Old-Fashioned Christmas in Acton.

As always, we want to hear from you. What was your Olympic Torch Re-
lay experience? Do you have any New Years resolutionse Do you have an
event you would like us to aftend? Let us know.

Welcome to 2010!
Andrea Lefebvre (alefebvre@independentfreepress.com)

Oxford’s Trivia
Contest Winners

Cameron Gardilcic shows off the brand new iPod
Touch he won in the contest.

Every Great Vacation Starts with a
Base Tan at Bella Tan!
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Vacatson

Special
100 MINUTES

905-873-4343
369 Mountainview Rd S.,

Georgetown South (sehind Tim Hortons

www.bellatan.ca Controlled Tanning without the Sunburn!

Tyler King is already planning what to get with his
$50 gift card from Squirt’s Toys.

Ryan Oehrlein tries on the mittens from his Olympic
gift pack.

To celebrate the Olympic Torch Relay’s visit to
Halton Hills, Oxford Learning held a Torch Relay
Trivia Contest. Congratulations to the winners:
Cameron Gardilcic (iPod Touch), Adam Reid (free
Oxford assessment), Brenden Geim (one month
PowerZone membership), Margaret Bergsma
(one month PowerZone membership), Pete Gom-
bocz (one month PowerZone membership), Ryan
Oehrlein (Olympic gift pack), Emily Rose Belbin
(Sony clock radio) and Jeffrey Howson (Mini Coo-
per replica model).
Photos submitted by Patricia Leggett
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