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Happy 100ch

Longtime Georgetown resident Lois (Morton) Benham was surrounded by family as she recently celebrat-
ed her 100th birthday at the Bennett Health Care Centre. On hand to wish her well were (clockwise, from
left) future grandson-in-law Mark Walter, granddaughter Laura Benham, daughter-in-law Linda Benham
and grandson Mike Benham. Born in Acton, December 17, 1909, Lois moved to 55 Market Street in
Georgetown when she was married. She moved into the Bennett Centre in December of 2001.
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Town okays repair work for abandoned building

Town Council gave staff the
go-ahead at the December meet-
ing to do repairs on a building
at 108 Mill St., across from the
Legion.

The absentee property owner
had been issued a Property Stan-
dard Order in June, but despite
searches, staff could not find
the property owner until Au-
gust. The work would cost about
$20,000 to $23,000, which will

be collected as a priority lien.
The property taxes—$20,500—
for the building are already two
years in arrears.

The Town will hire a con-
tractor to repair the roof, eaves-
troughs, soffits and covering
of the windows. Staff are con-
cerned about safety hazards to
pedestrians.

Mayor Rick Bonnette was
worried the Town was putting
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$23,000 into a building that
could eventually become a tear-
down.

Councillor Jane Fogal, a mem-
ber of the Georgetown BIA, said
the building is a concern to the
BIA for a number of reasons “not
the least of which is shingles fly-
ing off it.” But, she suggested,
by making the repairs now, the
building could be salvageable.

—By Cynthia Gamble, staff

New CrossWheels service
aids seniors in making
medical appointments

Halton Hills seniors will
have an easier way to get to
medical appointments in Mis-
sissauga and Halton after a
new service starts in January.

The Canadian Red Cross
has teamed up with Peel Vic-
torian Order Of Nurses (VON)
and ESS Support Services, to
develop a streamlined call sys-
tem to improve service deliv-
ery for seniors and others who
use these organizations for
transportation. The program
will be launched in early 2010,
and will be serving residents
in Georgetown, Acton, Mil-
ton, Oakville, Mississauga, and
southwest Etobicoke.

A new toll-free number serv-
ing all of the organizations will
be created to support the part-
nership. This intake hub, titled
CrossWheels, will be managed
by the Canadian Red Cross
and will enable clients to call
one number to schedule their
ride. The Red Cross will then
schedule rides with the most
appropriate provider.

“For the past few years, we
have seen an increase in the
need for transportation ser-
vices in the area,” said Angelo
Martini, transportation man-
ager with the Canadian Red
Cross. “With a partnership
approach, we can ensure the
most effective service delivery

and a simplified process for
our clients.”

Elderly, frail, and ill mem-
bers of the community can use
the service to schedule rides
to and from medical appoint-
ments, adult day programs, di-
alysis, rehabilitation programs
and shopping. The service is
for individuals unable to ac-
cess existing transportation
due to accessibility options.

The Canadian Red Cross,
along with its community part-
ners, Peel VON and ESS Sup-
port Services are also search-
ing for volunteers to assist with
its transportation programs.
Volunteers help to drive clients
to and from appointments. In-
dividuals available during the
hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. are
especially needed.

“Our transportation pro-
grams are successful because
of the dedication and support
of our volunteers,” said Mar-
tini. “We need volunteers to
ensure that this program can
continue to help those in need
in our communities for many
years to come.”

Anyone interested in vol-
unteering is encouraged to
contact their local Red Cross
branch, ESS Support Services
at 416-255-5969 or www.es-
ssupportservices.ca, or VON
Peel at 905-821-9481.
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