A decade? Already?

A decade— how long is that?

Well, by all standards, 10 years is con-
sidered the usual measure of time.

I've lived through a bunch of them,
starting with the '50s, right up to the '90s,
and now we're into the 21st century.

(I have no idea what we call that first
decade of the 21st century... the ‘0s’?)

I think back a scant 10 years, and re-
call the paranoia that was rampant about
computers changing over to 2000.

It was dubbed Y2K, and the world was
supposed to end that day, as the com-
puter systems were supposedly unable
to cope with that date change. (I'm sure
a lot of computer people made tons of
money milking that paranoia.)

And, as I predicted 10 years ago, the
sun did rise on the morning of January 1,
2000. The banking world didn’t crash, nor
did our national defence system quit.

Water even flowed from my kitchen tap...
(well it should in my case, I'm on a well.)

So here we are a decade later.

It occurred to me many things have
gone the way of the dodo in that decade,
and many others have taken their place.

Take answering machines. I'm talking
about those old ones with little cassettes
in them. Most of the world now has voice
mail, for the most part digitally recorded,
often by our telephone provider.

We no longer lick a stamp, if we send
a letter at all. When we use them, post-
age stamps are now all peel and stick,
but email has pretty much taken over the
communication world.

Smoking in bars— man, that one
couldn’t come soon enough. Actually, in
the past decade smoking almost anywhere
in a public place has become a no-no.

The fax machine is sill around, but
collecting a lot of dust. Email has taken a
lot of the work away from the old fax.

Here in the newspaper business, a
submitted story is much more welcome
by email than a fax— we only have to
copy and paste it, not type the entire
thing from a fuzzy fax.

Remember the floppy disk? Now we
carry around a USB drive attached to
our key ring and can store the same data
as 1,000 floppy disks on a device smaller
than a pack of gum.

Polaroid photos are gone. Most every-
one has a digital camera, and can email

photos around the world in seconds, giv-
ing grandparents instant gratification as
they receive images of their little darlings.

And what has emerged in the past 10
years?

The word Google has not only become a
name, but also an everyday verb— T'm go-
ing to google that when I get home... etc’.

Facebook keeps the world informed
about all our friends, relatives, pets, pho-
bias, games, fetishes... well you get the
idea. And Twitter is gathering speed in
the same cyberspace arena.

The first time I received a ‘Hotmail’
I was concerned it was something sent
from a porn site. Hotmail and Gmail, part
of that immense world of online mail ser-
vices, have taken over the e-mail world,
giving people on the road an opportunity
to check email at the local library, or sit-
ting in an airport in Europe.

In the banking world, the use of
cheques must have taken a huge drop.
With online banking, I only write a hand-
ful of cheques to pay bills. Most of my
bills are paid online, from the comfort of
my home computer.

With Google Earth and others like it,
we are now able to see our world from
a satellite view. And closely related, GPS
(Global Positioning System) units for
our cars have become so affordable that
folded road maps are becoming next to
extinct as well.

So we've come a long way baby, (as
the old cigarette commercial used to say)
and life has become high-tech and elec-
tronic as a result.

What will the next decade bring? I
have no idea. But as we start into the sec-
ond decade of the 21st century, there is
once again one certainty.

The sun will come up on the morning
of January 1, 2010. Of that, I'm sure.

Happy New Year.

Brian & Duff Maltby
are pleased to
announce the engagement
of their daughter

Lauren to Justin
son of Julie and the
late Bart Lawrence.

Wedding to take place
June 19, 2010.

Manulife Bank of Canada

Karen will work closely with financial advisors, their clients and
other homeowners throughout the area, to help them put in place
the revolutionary Manulife One account.

If you'd like to discover how Manulife One could help you save
thousands in interest, improve your cash-flow and be debt-free
years sooner, please call
Karen at 905-873-9983.

Manulife One is offered through Manulife Bank of Canada. Manulife, Manulife
One, the One logo and the block design are registered trademarks of The
Manufacturers Life Insurance Company and are used by it and its affiliates
including Manulife Bank of Canada.

Karen Clancy

Manulife Bank is pleased to announce the appointment of Karen
Clancy as Banking Consultant in the Georgetown, Orangeville and
surrounding areas. Karen brings several years’ experience in the
financial services industry to her new territory, including the past
four years as a Manulife Banking Consultant in Sault Ste. Marie.

Manulife

Police looking for leads to school break-in <

Halton Regional Police Service is in- If you have any information that leads %
vestigating a break and enter to a local to an arrest in this or any other matter, 3

school in Acton. . . _you may be eligible for a %
CRIME

Shortly after 10:30 p.m. cash reward. You will nev- &

on Dec. 29, the suspect(s) 5 er have to give your name T
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of Hallon

forced open a small win- or testify in court. Crime $
dow to McKenzie-Smith Stoppers of Halton does ®
Bennett School, 69 Acton Blvd. not subscribe to call dlsplay
Suspect(s) were able to gain entry into A safer community is your call.

the premise, but fled immediately after Please call 1-800-222-TIPS (1-800-222-
the security alarm was activated. 8477) or www.haltoncrimestoppers.com

SEPARATION & DIVORCE MEDIATION
EFFECTIVE o EFFICIENT o LESS CONFLICT o LESS STRESS ¢ LOW COST

* ACCREDITED MEDIATORS  GEORGETOWN OR MISSISSAUGA  FLEXIBLE HOURS * CONFIDENTIAL
On “How to Divorce and Not Wreck Your Kids” (CBC Doc Zone), mediation cost $2400 compared to collaborative at $20,000.
Mediation is still the least costly method to resolving your marital separation.

GEORGETOWNMEDIATION.CA PCCS.CA
1-866-506-7227 905-567-8858

0L0g ‘| Arenuep ‘Aepui sse

DIVORCE WITH DIGNITY AND KEEP YOUR MONEY IN YOUR POCKET!

The Regional

Mun|C|paI|ty of Halton

www.halton.ca

Halton

Halton Hills

Christmas Tree Collection
Urban areas only

In Halton Hills, Christmas tree collection occurs twice in
the month of January (urban areas only):

Collection Area 3 January 13 & 20
January 13 & 20

January 13 & 20

Collection Area 4
Collection Area 5

Remove all tinsel, lights, decorations, tree
stands and plastic bags from Christmas
trees prior to collection.

Please ensure trees do not become stuck or
frozen in snow banks.

Christmas trees are taken for composting at
the Halton Waste Management Site, where

they are turned into valuable mulch for use

in landscaping projects.

Visit www.halton.ca/waste and use
our new "“Put Waste In Its Place” online
tool—enter an item you are unsure what
to do with and it will tell you how to reuse,
recycle or dispose of it properly.

Regional Council approves a
0.2% tax reduction for 2010

On Wednesday, December 16, Halton Regional Council approved the Region’s |
2010 Budget and Business Plan, delivering a 0.2% tax reduction for Regional
programs and services and a combined water and wastewater rate freeze.

In two of the last four years, Halton Region has reduced its tax portion for
Regional programs and services. The combined tax increase for Regional
programs and services over the last four years is less than half a per cent. For
more information about the 2010 Budget and Business Plan, including service
and program initiatives delivered by the 2010 budget, visit Halton Region's
website at www.halton.ca/2010budget.

Gary Carr
Regional Chair

Halton Regional Meeting Schedule

Jan 12, 9:30 a.m. Health & Social Services Ctte.
Jan 13, 9:30 a.m. Planning & Public Works Ctte.

Jan 13, 1:30 p.m. Admin & Finance Ctte. Meetings can be viewed at www.halton.ca

1151 Bronte Road, Oakville, Ontario L6M 3L1
Dial 311 or 905-825-6000 ® Toll Free 1-866-442-5866  TTY 905-827-9833  www.halton.ca
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