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ALS FUNDRAISER: Despite Saturday’s stormy weather which cancelled the annual Acton/Georgetown ALS Walk in Georgetown, participants – including the Acton 
Poppa’s Posse team in honour of the late Don Lindsay (on the right side) and supporters of Dr. Jeff Sutherland (centre) – still managed to help raise $150,000.

– Submitted photo

Rural Acton’s Emily Boycott hopes to repeat her multi-Gold medal 
winning performances at the Special Olympic World Summer Games, 
which begin later this month in Athens, Greece. 

At the last games four years ago in China, Boycott, a member of the 
Oakville Butterflies, earned five Gold medals in Rhythmic gymnastics. 
Her mother, Debbie Boycott, made the 2007 trip as an assistant coach, 
this time she is head coach for the five-member team which includes four 
members of the Oakville Butterflies and one athlete from Ottawa.

“The team is peaking just at the right time,” Boycott said on Monday, 

adding the training to date has included nutrition plans, work with a sports 
psychologist, strength training and visits to large competitions to give the 
team a sense of what competing at the Special Olympics will be like.

Depending on the level of competition, Rhythmic gymnastics can 
include ribbon, ball, clubs, ropes and hoops. Boycott said the team flies 
to Athens on June 18, and then boards a ship for a sail to their host com-
munity  on the island of Rhodes, where they will stay for four days until 
they head back to Athens for the June 25 opening ceremonies and their 
competitions.
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