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One person can make a difference

Acton’s Yvonne Marcil
is keeping a promise she
made three years ago to
orphans in a small, remote
Zambia village. She, and
five volunteers, will be
back this summer to build
a school, and to help the
community learn how to
thrive and become self-
sufficient.

In 2008, Marcil vol-
unteered with Habitat
for Humanity to build a
house in Palabana, a rural
Zambian village of ap-
proximately 2,500, about
an hour from the capital
of Lusaka. She, and an-
other Habitat volunteer,
were “horrified” by the tiny
mud hut where a retired
headmaster held classes
for the orphans, and they
vowed to return and build
a school.

Marcil, 44, said the ori-
ginal plan has expanded

to include building two
houses for teachers, and
eventually, a boarding
house for rural students.
“The people in the village
are just embracing this,
and they are going to help
us build the school. The
Zambian government said
as soon as the school was
built, it would pay for the
teachers, as long as housing
was provided,” Marecil said
on Saturday.

Using supplies they will
buy locally with donations
to what Marcil calls the
SNOWFLAKES for Zam-
bia project, the volunteers
and villagers will work
together to build the school
from July 2 to 16. While
the government provides a
Grade nine education to all,
many of the orphans can’t
afford the required school
books, supplies, uniforms
and shoes. Marcil uses the
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday,

June 4th

14029 CHURCHILL ROAD
Acton, Ontario
at 10:00 am, (3rd Line)
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, May 29th 1:00pm to 4:00pm

Ladies and gentlemen,
“HOSS” of GLOBAL ASSETS SOLUTIONS INC
and
NORM WEBSTER

have been instructed by the owner to sell by public auction
this great FIXER UPPER property. After 60 years at the same
location Jim Wheeler of ACTON, has decided to move on
and buy a condo. This is a great opportunity to own and
fix this bungalow with attached carport and garage.

EEATURING: Household furnishings, antiques and col-
lectibles, tools, welders, compressor, Ingersoll lawn tractor

with snow blower, ETC...

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Cash, or good cheques only
with proper ID, no debit or credit cards for this auction.
Normal 10% buyers premium on contents and a standard
5% buyers premium on the real-estate property. Real-
estate to be sold at (12:00 noon), subject to owner’s
approval. A $5,000 refundable deposit in the form of cash
or certified funds is required to bid on the real-estate

property. Call 877-776-6854.

name SNOWFLAKES for
Zambia because “even a
snow flake never started
out thinking it could be-
come an avalanche.”
Marcil, a former oper-
ations manager who has
lived in Acton for nine
years, said the first time
she stepped on African soil,
she felt she was home, and
being downsized from her
job allowed her to “follow
my heart and passion.”
Last year, Marcil spent
three months in the slums
of Nairobi, Kenya, mainly
working on AIDS projects
— a very different Africa
than she’d seen in her ear-
lier stay in Palabana.
“I’m from Acton, I’'m not
acity girl, and Nairobi is a
big city the size of Toronto
with the population of Can-
ada. What I experienced
was not what you’d see on
TV where Brad and Ange-
lina go and its tin shanties
and all that,” Marcil said.
“I spent three months
among those tin shanties,
and what TV does not show
is really what the environ-
ment is like — the filth,
stench, the muddy water,
the garbage, the human
waste — they are just totally
surrounded and living in
that.” Marecil said.
Marcil’s way to help was
to start a weekly group
meeting for women who
were eager for informa-
tion on nutrition, first aid,
family planning and AIDS.
What she didn’t know, she
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ZAMBIA BOUND: Acton’s Yvonne Marcil, with one of the many friends she
made in Africa, is returning to Zambia this month to keep a promise she made
three years ago to help build a school in the village. — Submitted photo

researched at a local Inter-
net cafg.

While that trip was ful-
filling, Marecil said this one
is more exciting because
it is their’s. “It’s us. It is
kind of proof that even if
you are just one person,
you can make a difference.
This is very meaningful.
We vowed three years ago
that we were going to come
back and build a school,
and it’s actually happen-
ing,” Marcil said.

On her way home, Marcil
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will go back to the Nairobi
slum to see her friends.
Asked how she shakes off
the Third World when com-
ing home to Acton, Marcil
said it’s a balance.

“You shake a little off,
but I never want to shake it
totally off because what it
proves to me when I come
home, is just how lucky I
am to have been born in
Canada and live in a town
like Acton...I still have
a roof over my head and
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CLASSIFIEDS

Whether you re searching for a new butler, or an out-of-

print “whodunnit,” the Classifieds can solve the problem

for you. And, there’s no mystery to placing or answering a
Classified ad-just call us today,

Track Down A Lost Item or Find A
Rare One In The Classifieds....

For Classified rates and information, call
519-853-0051

or email thenewtanner@on.aibn.com

food on the table” she said,
realizing that it is like an
awakening.

Marcil leaves June 18 to
prepare for the two-week
build that begins July 2.
She can be reached at
yvonnemarcil@symoatico.
ca

Donations to the school
project can be made through
“For the Love of Children”
at www.canadahelps.org/
givingpages/givingpage.
aspx?gpl=6176
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