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1,000’s OF NEW AND USED SNOW TIRES IN STOCK!
853-8530 • 1km South of Acton on Hwy 25 • www.besttiredeals.ca

SNOW TIRE 
CHANGE OVERCHANGE OVERCHANGE OVER

$10
PER TIRE

BALANCING INCLUDED
*MOST CARS*
Mon. to Fri. only

40 Eastern Avenue. Acton, ON L7J 2E5
Tel: 519-853-5231    Fax: 519-853-8930

SUPERBOWL 45
$12 BUFFET & Prizes 

February 6th

Don’t forget us next weekend when we celebrate

Join us Monday, February 14 for Great 
Valentine’s Day Specials!

THREE COURSE DINNER
Starters
Choice of

Caesar salad,
House salad

Soup of the day.

Main
Stuffed Chicken

New York Strip Loin
Salmon Fillet with mango salsa

**All entrées served with
mashed potatoes and vegetables.

Desserts
Caramel Apple Crumble
New York Cheesecake

$25.00
per person

at 5:30 p.m.

Valentine’s Day
at

Budgets approved

Hospital cash request deferred
With hope an appeal to 

the Minister of Health will 
result in provincial cash to 
help pay for an emergency 
room expansion and CT 
scanner at Georgetown 
Hospital, Town Council 
deferred the hospital’s re-
quest for $4.5-million until 
Halton Hills Mayor Rick 
Bonnette can make a plea 
for funding at Queen’s 
Park.

Last minute cuts to the 
Town’s operating budget 
means the Town’s portion 
of residential property 
tax bill will increase by 
6.2 per cent this year – 
which works out to $22 
more than last year for a 
Town tax bill of $376 per 
$100,000 of assessment.

When the Regional and 
education taxes are fac-
tored in, the increase is 
2.7 per cent, or an addi-
tional $27 per $100,000 
of assessment for a total 
tax bill of $1,021. 

Calling it a very difficult 
budget year – one in which 
it was hard to make cuts 
– Mayor Rick Bonnette 
brought a list of proposed 
cuts to the operating and 
capital budgets at Mon-
day’s Council meeting. He 
said while all of the pro-
jects he suggested be cut 
are worthwhile, they “just 
can’t do everything,” and 
it’s “just a matter of how 
much taxpayers can afford 
to pay.”

Councillors cut $22,000 
worth of projects sug-
gested by Regional/Ward 

two Counci l lo r  Jane 
Fogal to offset her pro-
posal to add $20,000 to the 
$40,000 already approved 
to hire staff for the cultural 
roundtable. Although the 
cuts were approved, Coun-
cil did not add the $20,000 
back into the budget. The 
cuts totalled $88,400.

The cuts proposed by 
Bonnette also resulted 
in $105,000 in reduc-
tions to the 2011 capital 
budget which now stands 
at $13.1-million, and 
$99.9-million for the 10-
year forecast. The changes 
made on Monday result in 
an operating budget of 
$30.5-million.

There could be further 
changes to the budgets 
when staff reports, be-
fore the end of February, 
on proposals to spend 
$29.2-million to build 
three new ice [pads/arenas, 
including twinning of the 
Acton arena. Councillors 
balked at the potential 
huge debt load and asked 
staff to report on other op-
tions to balance corporate 
needs.

It was standing room 
only, with some people in 
an overflow room, at the 
Civic Centre on Monday 
night as the Town hosted 
a public meeting to gauge 
support for the funding re-
quest. Of the delegates who 
spoke – some emotionally 
– 21 were in favour of the 
request and two were un-
decided. Seventeen people 
e-mailed their support of 
the request to the Town, 
three were opposed, and 
four suggested that if 
the money was granted, 
non-residents using the 
emergency department 
should pay a user fee.

Town Treasurer Ed De-
Sousa said if the Town 
borrowed the $4.5-million 
over a 10-year term, it 
would add $23.56 per year 
to the average tax bill.

One of the most impas-
sioned pleas of the night 
came from Mike Sander-
son, who still wonders if 
his mother would have 
lived if hours hadn’t been 
wasted sending her to Mil-
ton for a CT scan after she 

injured her head last sum-
mer. She died after being 
transferred to a Toronto 
hospital.

Sanderson said he’s will-
ing to write a cheque for 
his share and go door-to-
door to raise more money. 
He said people spend more 
at Tim Horton’s and Mc-
Donald’s than  what this 
project would add to their 
tax bills.

Georgetown hospital 
physician Dr. Wei Chu 
said he threw away his 
prepared speech when he 
recognised Sanderson in 
the Council Chambers as 
the son of the woman he 
treated last summer.

“I will never forget the 
look on Mike’s face when 
he collapsed in front of 
me on his knees, crying, 
asking me if there was any-
thing that we could have 
done to present this,” Dr. 
Chu said, adding Sander-
son repeated the question 
he asked last summer – if 
his mom would be alive to-
day if there had been a CT 
scanner in Georgetown.

“I told him quite honest-
ly, as I did on August 26, 
that I don’t know the an-
swer to that question, but I 
do know that it would have 
given her a chance.”

Hospital  CEO John 
Oliver said the ageing 
and outdated emergency 
department is designed 
to serve 14,000 patients 
a year, but currently sees 
32,800. He said last year, 
1,500 patients were trans-
ferred from Georgetown 
to other hospitals for CT 
scans.

In response to com-
plaints that non-Halton 
Hills residents are stretch-
ing limited resources at 
Georgetown Hospital, 
Oliver said 71 per cent 
of the hospital’s med-
ical inpatients are from 
Georgetown, with 23 per 
cent from Brampton and 
Mississauga. He said 71 
per cent of Halton Hills 
residents who require sur-
gery leave the community 
– including to hospitals 
in Brampton and Missis-
sauga for treatment.

ONE VOICE: Members of the Acton Ministerial Association welcomed a large crowd to the annual Unity 
Service held at the Acton Legion on Sunday. – George Henderson photo


