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BUS DITCHED: No children were on this bus when it slid into the ditch on
Highway 25 at 25 Side Road on Friday afternoon. The driver had pulled off
on the shoulder and was attempting to get back on the highway when the back

end of the bus slipped into the ditch. — Marie Shadbolt photo

January 1s Alzheimers
awareness month

With more than 500,000
Canadians living with
Alzheimer disease, it is as-
tonishing how little people
know about the disease
and programs that offer
help, including Acclaim
Health which has pro-
grams to help those living
in the Halton Region com-
bat the struggles that come
with caring for someone
who has dementia.

This year alone, more
than 103,000 Canadians
will develop dementia;
equivalent to one person
every five minutes. By
2038, this will become
one person every two
minutes, or more than
257,000 people per year.
If nothing changes, the
number of people living
with Alzheimer’s disease
or a related dementia is
expected to more than
double, reaching 1.1-mil-
lion Canadians within 25
years.

During Alzheimer
Awareness Month, the
Alzheimer Society is

asking Canadians espe-
cially those 40 and older,
to practice prevention
by learning the risks and
making simple lifestyle
changes. It is also just as
important for those liv-
ing with someone that
has Alzheimer disease to
understand that there are
programs and services
available to help them
through this process.

Acclaim Health pro-
vides education and
support through informa-
tive seminars and support
groups. The new Acclaim
Health Caregivers Com-
pass online resource is
part of a unique caregiver
dementia program. It in-
cludes home visits along
with seminars and support
groups for caregivers of
those affected by demen-
tia in Halton.

Found at www.
acclaimhealth.ca/care-
giverscompass the
Caregivers Compass is a
tool for caregivers. This
program supports people

providing care to individ-
uals who have any form of
dementia.

Acclaim Health
understands that com-
passionate support and
practical knowledge are
crucial to the journey,
well-being and success
of a caregiver. The Care-
givers Compass program
is designed to provide
valuable caregiving strat-
egies and education about
specific disorders and
challenges that caregivers
deal with on a daily basis.
It also provides caregivers
with valuable direction,
insights and strategies
on how to care for a per-
son with dementia. It is a
guide that will help them
navigate their way through
the caregiving journey by
providing information
on Alzheimer Disease,
tips on caring for people
with dementia, caregiving
strategies and information
on support and education
groups offered in com-
munities across Canada.
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PERTIRE
BALANCING INCLUDED
*MOST CARS*
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Acton Tire St¢p
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1,000’s OF NEW AND USED SNOW TIRES IN STOCK!
853-8530 * 1km South of Acton on Hwy 25 « www.besttiredeals.ca

Catholic Board rescinds Equity

and Inclusive Education Policy

Trustees with the Halton
Catholic District School
Board Trustees voted
on Tuesday to rescind a
controversial ban on gay-
straight clubs and replace
it, in the interium, with the
Ontario Education Servi-
ces Corporation’s (OESC)
Catholic template policy.

Even though Ontario law
allows gay-straight clubs,
before last fall’s municipal
election, the Board said
the gay-straight alliances
would not be allowed. On
Tuesday night, that deci-
sion was overturned.

“The Trustees of our
Board have decided to
adopt the OESC’s Cath-
olic template policy as an
interim measure, because
it better reflects the in-
tent and objectives of the
newly elected Board,” said
Board chair of the Board
Alice Anne LeMay in a
press release.

LeMay said the Equity
and Inclusive Education
Policy, as written and
approved in November,
2010, was “ too restrictive
and narrow in focus,” and

the Board’s decision to
rescind the policy, which
included a ban on Gay
Straight Alliances (GSAs),
is based on this acknow-
ledgement.

“As a Catholic school
system that teaches the
respect, dignity and love
of all people, we take ser-
iously our faith-directed
and legislated respon-
sibilities to provide safe,
equitable and inclusive
school environments,”
LeMay said.

Until trustees debate
a new policy, the Board
will follow the OESC’s
Catholic template policy
statement, developed in
2010 in consultation with
the Catholic community,
educators and equity and
inclusion policy specialists.
The template is designed
to assist Catholic school
boards in developing
policy that meets Min-
istry requirements and is
aligned to the teachings of
the Catholic Church.

“The most compelling
voices on this issue have
come from some of the
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students in our care, who
have expressed to us that
they don’t always feel in-
cluded and they have not
always felt safe, and we
need to listen to the voices
of our students. Those
voices are for us the most
significant, and we are re-
sponding to that articulated
need for support,” said Mi-
chael Pautler, Director of
Education.

“We will create safe and
supportive forums for all
of our students, including
our youth who are gay,
straight or questioning
their sexual orientation.
In these gatherings, stu-
dents can safely discuss
issues and concerns and
examine ways to address
homophobia, bullying,
discrimination and harass-
ment of any kind.”

The Halton Catholic
District School Board will
operate under the template
Equity and Inclusive Edu-
cation for Catholic Boards
provided by OESC until
the Equity and Inclusive
Education Policy is re-
viewed and amended.

We have competitive prices
for all your Winter Projects!

AVALANCHE
ICE MELTER

Safer for the Environment
$19* 5010 bag

LODGEPOLE
PINE PLANK PANELLING

99
$7 bal
Coverage 14 sq. ft.

17 x6” T&G
PINE
FLOORING

75¢ a foot

CRAFTERS PLYW0OD M

BALTIC BIRCH
5 X5 X 1/8” 18.% ea
5 X5 X 14" 27.% ea
5 X5 X 1/2”39.% ea

Johns Manville

FIBERGLASS
INSULATION

ROUGH PINE

Great for Board
& Batten 1x12

99¢mm

YUKON PINE
PLANK PANELLING

$1 5'29 bd

Coverage 14 sq. ft.

REFLECTIX
INSULATION
Double Bubble
Foil Insulation

4 FT. WIDE $2.75 it

We stock a full line of

SiLO

PAINTS and STAINS
The largest paint
manufacturer in Canada.
Choose from 4,000 colours

THE
EXCHANGE-A-BLADE
SYSTEM
VARIOUS BLADES
AVAILABLE

See store for details

INTERIOR
MOULDINGS

Many Profiles
Available

The Better Insulation

Repels water and
gives the best “R” value
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TOP QUALITY
Leather
TOOL POUCHES
MANY STYLES
T0 CHOOSE FROM

264 MAIN ST. N., ACTON

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

519-853-1970

Fax: (519) 853-2542 ¢ Toronto Line (416) 601-1259
HOURS: Mon - Fri. 7am to 6pm e Sat. 8am to 4pm




