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Mixed feelings at Christmas

By DAVE HARLEY
Herald Special

May 1 share a part of my
Christmas experience with your
readers. +

For most, Christmas is a time
of joy and happiness, a time of
family and [riends, a time of giv-
ing and receiving gifts, and a

[ reflection on one's life’s
ition and one’s relationship
e rest of creation and to crea-
1on’s Creator, through the birth
of a Saviour, On the downside, for
others, it is a time of despair,
depression, oppression, lonliness,
hunger, apathy, confusion, and
the same everyday lack of
caring-selfishness. It is the last
mentioned that I would like to
share with you as it affected our
Christmas this year,

At Christmas, we sing of love,
share love, express love, worship
Love (love}), and love Love
(love), But not all the world ex-
periences or extends Iove at
Christmas.

Is it hatred that they express..
Maybe some! But mostly it is
lack of caring.

You know-rushing past the
Salvation Army kettle after spen-

ding a fortune on booze,-saying .

that you have already given
(once this year) when you are ap-
proached to share just a small bit
of your food for the hungrey
through the Foodbank, or - think-
ing of those who are alone, lonely,
or not feeling well and not visiting
them believing that others will do
s0 {it's their turn) and then con-
tinue on in your busy-ness and

partying.

How about disregarding loved
ones and friends - celebrating

Christmas but missing the real

meaning, you know, celebration
with Iots of form but not with any
real positive, creative, construc-
tive, character-building
substance. Christmas without a
golid, undergirding foundation
soon crumbles and people find
themselves plunged back into the
abyss of the world’s perplexities
and mundane things of life.

Christmas i3 a time of Good
News. It is about God's love

shown to us in the birth of a -

Saviour 2000 years ago. It is about
God still loving us today and
speaking to us today and blessing
us today. That is the best Good
News there is.

Another form of pgood news for
me this Christmas was that my
recent operation in the hospital
showed that I had no cancer. It
was also good news for my wife,
Jean, whose mother died of
cancer 12 years age and whose
father died of cancer just last
August. He had had other bouts
with cancer and had the cancer

treated (o remission, but this past -

spring, he developed cancer of
the bowel and subsequently suc-
combed to it in August. The
operation to remove that portion
of cancerous bowel almost killed
him. I don't know how a man of 86
could live through all that pain.
We spent as much time as we
could with him including our
holidays. We watched him fail
and fade away until his dying
day. If you have ever had to ex-

~cnce this, to lose some one so
ﬁand dear, you will know how

ch .it hurts, how it tears at
your heart, and you realize even
more how much you love them
and will miss them.

Despite all the joy and hap-
piness of Christmas, this bit of
heartache carried through. It
was our first Christmas without
“Pop’”. In late November, my
wife and her brother visited the
grave sile and placed a
Christmas flower display on the
tombstone. The silk flowers add-
ed beauty and showed that there
was still tove and fond memortes
in the hearts of those who cared.
Jean's father is buried with his
wile who died 12 years ago, lather
and mother together,

} 150 Armstrong Ave., Unit No. 4

This Christmas, despite our
celcbrations with family and
friends and times of worship, we
decided to have Christmas dinner
by ourselves, at least for this
year, It was the f{irst Christmas
dinper that “‘“Pop' had missed in
a long time. It was quiet but we
were glad in our hope that was
“Pop's” and is ours too in our
faith and trust in Jesus Christ.
After dinner, we decided to wish
“Pop” a merry Christmas and
also a merry Christmas to Jean’s
mother. -

When we arrived at the Norval
Hillerest Cemetery as the sun
was setting, we were shocked to
find that someone had stolen the
lovely flowers. Jean broke into
tears, wondering what kind of
person could add pgrief to grief
and especially at Christmas..
What kind of person robs from
graves.. How low can some peo-

ple go. .

I held Jean and comforted her,
i was sad too. She wondered
aloud again. What'’s the point..
What's the use of decorating the
grave when people just come by
and steal the flowers.. [ wondered
why there are those who either
don't care about others and the
experiences of life that they have
been through or find some
diabolica!l amusement in adding
grief to grief or take great joy in
trying to extinguish one's life-
light,.

My sadness then tumed to the
person who had committed this
stupid and useless act, either
knowingly or unknowingly, that it
would mip open a wound that
death causes. This person, no
doubt, had missed the understan-
ding of Christmas altogether.

it is- said that actions speak
louder than words. Perhaps this
person bought all kinds of gifts,
sang the songs of Christmas,
went to the traditional Christmas

Eve service, and had a great time
over the Christmas holidays with
family and friends. But it is evi-
dent that this person has missed
the “Foundation” of Christmas.
There was form without
substance.,

My heart goes out to Jean and
the sadness she felt at that time
and yet 1 know her hope in and
relationship to the Saviour will
make her glad again to face the
coming years and all the lonely
times that come when one
remembers loved ones who have
passed on. Hers is an eternal
gladness. But as for the person
who tried to steal a chunk out of
our Christmas, you did not suec-
ceed. What you thought you gain-
ed, you really didn’t. In fact, you
lost a lot more than you gained.
You lost your integrity as a
human being and that saddens
me, especially when the
Christmas story is so evident.

To Jean, 1 encourage you to
continue on in the hope that you
have, not to think that vour life-
light can be extinguished, for it
can't be; to continue to bring
beauty to your parents’ f{inal
resting place; and to do all those
things which show that you have
experienced the Light of the
world. And to those who have read
t h i S
letter, we must remember how
this life goes on as we follow the
Christmas story through to the
Easter story so that it becomes
the basis of our own life’s story,
Life does not come without its
hurts and disappointments. And
"“Jesus wept'' too. In the end,
there is love for us all and an
understanding of the truth about,
“What is Life..” - a precious gift
from God to be shared with all

people,

May you always have a blessed
Christmas, all year round,
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BUTCHERING

Custom Killing

Cutting and Wrapping

Government Inspected

(416) 877-1194

Hours:

Mon.-Wed. 8-5
Thurs.-Fri. 8-6
Sat. 8-12 noon

And Complete Car Cleaning

WINDOW TINTING

reduces heat build up in the car
reduces upholstary lading

looks great and provides privacy

AUTO AND TRUCK ACCESSORIES

American racing mag whoels {alloys and steel)

box liners and {ool boxos
funning boards

roll bars/grill and brush guard
hilches and mud flaps

pin striping and side mouldings

driving lnmps/car covers/neon accessorios

AND MUCH MUCH MORE
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RR 2, Georgetown, Ont.

(Behind Al’s Custom
Meats on Trafalgar Rd.
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ANGLICAN

St. Alban's Anglican Church, 19 St. Alban’s Drive, Acton
Sunday Services: 9:00a.m. & 10:30a.m.
Sunday School 10:30 a.m.

S(. Alban’s The Martyr Anglican Church

537 Main St., Glen Williams

St George's Anglican Church
60 Guelph St., Georgetown

Service Times: Sunday 8:00a.m..9:30a.m., 11-15a.m.
Thursday 10:00 a.m. - Sunday School 9:30a.m.

BAPTIST

Acton Baptist Church. 8 Mill St. E.. Acton

Waorship 11:00a.m.: Christian Education9:43a.m.

Maple Avenue Baptist Church, 177 Maple Ave.. Georgetown. , . 873-921]
Worship 11:00a.m.; Family Bible Hour9:30 a.m.:

Coffee Fellowship 10:30 a.m.: Evening Praise 6:30 p.m.

Muountainview Baptist Church, 1 Mountainview Rd. S..

GeOrBetowWn . . c.ovivinnnins R

.......................... §73-2184

Worship and Children’s Program 11:00a.m.
Location of LOVE IN CHRIST FOODBANK - Open Wed. mornings

CHRISTIAN & MISSIONARY ALLIANCE

Georgetown Alliance Church, Main St. S., Georgetown

873-0249

service Times: Sunday 11:00a.m.: Sunday School 9:45 a.m,

LUTHERAN

Immanuel Lutheran, Windsor & Carole Sts.. Georgetown

7i-1132

Worship 11:00 a.m.: Sunday School 9:45a.m,

PRESBYTERIAN

H,""I Presbyterian Church, Church & Main Sts.. Georgetown . 877-7585
Worship 11:00a.m.; Sunday School 10:00 a.n1.

UNITED

St, Andrew’s United Church. 89 Mountainview Rd. S.

Georgetown
Worship9:43a.m.

St. Jolin's United Church, 11 Guel ph St.. Georgeiown
Worship 11:00 a.m.: Sunday School 11:00a.m.

St. John's U'nited Church, Main St.. Glen Williams

Worship9:30a.m.

St. Alban The Martyr
Angiican Church
537 Main St., Glen Wiliams

January 5th Services

B8:09 a.m. Holy Comunion BCF
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist BCP

EPIPHANY OF THELORD

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
(PENTECOSTAL

ALL PEOPLES CHURCH
DELIVERANCE CENTRE

41 Finchgate Blvd.. Bramalea
(S W Comer Finchgate Hwy 7)

~ ® Bible Study
* Worship e Deliverance

Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 8:00 p.m.

We Provide:
- Children's Church
- Nursery Service
English-to-ttalian Translation

Pastor; George A. LeRoy

792-2176

B IMMANUEL
&\ LUTHERAN
I" CHURCH

Windsor Rd. & Carole St

Sunday Schoo! 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Fritz Schmitt, Pastor
873-0264

NEW APOSTOLIC CHURCH

“WHERE LIVIHG APOSTLES ARE ACTIVE TCDAY™
Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.

SERVICES:

10:30a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Wednesdays - 8:00pm.

HALTONHILLS CONGREGATION
150 Main St. South, Acton

Rector: Rev, Siephan Wagner
85)-4627 :
"A Hesrty Wedcome To AR

Advertise Your Worship
Times With Us!

* W A W

Calt KIM at
877-2201




