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MP throws support behind “Popularizing national anthem

Because it's
Christmas, I won't
anything depressing in
column-which most
say includes just
news from Ottawa.

Nope, instead today here is g
happy story. It’s the story of the
Little Project That Could.

Eight months ago a constituent
called me-a guy who lives in
Halton Hills and works as a mor-
nng man at the Orangeville radio
station. Ross Carlin had this
crazy idea that we should have a
new version of the national
anthem-Q0 Canada. Something
contemporary, he told me,
something to make people feel
proud and patriotic. Maybe we
could even make a music video of
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dare put
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people would
about all the

At the end ‘of November
Minister of Skills Development,
Richard Allen, announced our ip-
tention to restructure the pro-
vince's training system through
the creation of a new provincial
board, provisionally called the
Ontario Training and” Adjustment
Board (OTAB).

As you know, our province |s
facing great challenges. The
types of jobs available to workers
are changing and so is the popula-
tion of Ontario. Women and the
disabled, for example, do not
have access to the right kind of
traming to make the transition
‘rom training to work. Com-
panies, meanwhile, cannot find
workers skilled enough for the
jobs they offer.

Ten Ontario ministries current.
ly deliver 48 programs. Business,
workers and the prople who need
skills  training find the system
confusing and bureaucratic, and
these training programs respond
inadequately to labout market
demands for highly-skilled adap-
table workers.

OTAB is a new training strue-
ture directed by those who can
best identify and respond to train-
ing needs: labour, business,
training providers, and com-
munity/social action groups.
While the provincial government
will be responsible for seeing that
the board initiatives respond to

government policies and com-
mitments, OTAB will have
responsibility in four major
areas:

- workplace and sectoral train-
ing |

- apprenticeship programs and
services ,

- labour force adjustment pro-
grams and services (providing
skills upgrading for workers fac-
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it, or a TV show, or get all the

radio stations in Canada to play
it-all this spilled out of my
telephone as Carlin went on,

Well, he sure infected me fast.
A week later Ross and his partner
Brian Lyon were in my office.
My life was about to be invaded.

The months to come would bring
an intense amount  of work; lots
of deal-making: millions of phone
calls: improbable meetings with
important people: bluff * and
bravado:
weekends: and a passion so in.
lense that everyone who touched
this project became a patriot. |

I helped Ross and Brian and
Hayward . Parrott (a genius
recording engineer) by going out
and selling sponsorships to cor-
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porations. We havencluaﬂy rais-

ed several hundred thousand
dollars from companies like
Ford, Maclean-Hunter, Coke,
CN, Canada Post, Prudential In.
surance and Canadian Airlines,
We convinced more than 200

Canadian recording arliéta, to

perform a new arrangement of O

Canada. We convinced the CTV
network to not only give us
money, but also hours of air time
for a documentary con the an-
them.
. We are now lalking to radio sta-
tions across Canada, asking them
to play this song in both the ver-
sions it has been recorded in-a
contemporary vecal tune, and a
symphonic arrangement per-
formed by an all-star 71 piece or-
chestra, |

The O Canada Foundation has
been formed,.and 16,000 casseltes
with the music on it will be sent to
each school in Canada. Soon
Ross will be having a press con-
ference to announce the details of
who sang and played for Canada-

portant initiative, he also releas-
ed skills to Meet the Challenge:
A Training Partnership for On-
tario, a discussion paper that will
provide the framework for. a
province-wide consultation on the
structure and mandate of a new
board. Consultations will con-
tinue until April 1992. If you want
more information about QTAB,
please call my Milton office
Tuesdays through Fridays at

878-1729.

O improve Ontari

On a far more serious note, 1'd
like to talk about some of the
events that happened last week
during “Commemoration Week"'.

December 6th marked the se-
cond anniversary of the Montreal
Massacre of fourteen female
engineering students-simply
because they were women. Our
provincial government declared
December 6th as a Provincial
Day of Remembrance and Action
on Violence Against Women. On

when you can hear the music on
the radio-how you can get a copy-
and what comes next. :

I sincerely believe we need
things like the revitalized 0O
Canada to remind us of what an
amazing country we live in. Pro-
blems.. Of course. RBut there's
also pride at what we have built
here on the northern half of Nor-
thern America. -

To have played a small part in
this makes me feel most
satisfied. 1 am also proud that
out of our community comes 3
gift of music for Canada's 195th
birthday in 1992.

Ross and Brian and Hayward
have become my friends. Along
the way, we also now realize, we
‘got glowing hearts.

_“

o’s training system

December 2nd, Attorney-General
Howard Hamptgn recognized the
White Ribbon Campaign-a
nation-wide men’s campaign to
stop violence against women,
Some of you may have wondered

about the white ribbon on my of- -

fice door or about the ribbons or
armbands we were wearing,
Perhaps the following statement
by the Men's Network for Change
will best explain the reason for
the white ribban:

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS COURSE

December 23, 24, 30 & 31
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

APPROVED BY ONTARIO SAFETY LEAGUE

Gift Certlficates Now Available

ing significant change ‘in their
workplaces)

- labour force entry/re-entry
programs (offering skills train-
ing to those entering the work
force for the first time, or re-
entering after a prolonged
absence)

An intregral part to the new
training board’s structure will be
a nelwork of about twenty “local
boards’’ responsible for identify-
ing and planning how to respond
to training needs in their areas,

I can think of several reasons
for wanting to put OTAB in place:

- to improve job prospects and
Jjob security for workers

- 10 provide Ontario's restruc-
tured economy  with a -highly-
skilled work force

- (0 get better value for the tax-
payer’'s training dollar by
eliminating the confusion and
overlap of the current system

- to improve the representation
of women, the disabled,
aboriginal people, and visible
minorities in the workforce

- t0 encourage private sector in-
vestment in training
- to ensure stakeholder par-
ticipation in training decisions
When Allen announced this im-
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1000 MEN'S SUITS SPORTSHIRTS

This season's newes! name brand o CGreat selection...flannels, 100%
] suits:36-48.Reg. 5275.-3525. | o Y SR O Reg. $50.06-670 000
" — QROUPY — R z lgusr_ 9 A'ns ) sigu
] 7169.00 or 2 for $300.00 ‘:vgy _
SHER - DRESS SHIRTS HUGE SELECTION

SWEATERS

Generation ! by Pierre §:

269,00 or 2 for *500.00 4 5'@?5
& :'; b E

5_555:"55" " AT Cardin and other famous i . Reg. $40.-3215.
y Save 30% Off & More! /33 LA R makers. 14%-17%.  f F}eslgnernﬂr;: 535295; .
| SPORTSCOATS & BLAZERSTA /A E  Feo 51005 *19°0... 32005 . s3ges
i} Sizes 3B-54. Reg. $149. to $475 A\ 22 ? NOW 9 ALL OTHER SWEATERS 20% T0 50% OFR
*99.00 - *149.00 & Up (2§ DRESS PANTS | Freemesmsmmomremmremmmrmmeemom
AN [ e R s T e L S S
: NN Polys, 100% wools, blends, §.
TOPCOATS . |75 /44 cords and more by Gala, Mert. §: VISIT

Nash Pant,-Riviera and more,
Sizes 28-60. Reg. 1o $80.00
Hernmed While-U-Wait!

$19°2.52Q95.33093.54Q9

.k All-weather styles and fashion couts eV R
.| sized 36-52. Reg. *149. 101495 J LN@A

SUSSMAN'’S

GARAGE SALE

FOR EVEN MORE
GREAT DEALS!

].99.00 - *119.00 - *149.00 {8 ! A
i GREAT VALUES! A (Sizes 48-60 slightly higher)
SKI JACKETS {304 20% OFF ALL OTHER DRESS PANTS! |

‘ Carcoat and bomber EWIEE' Greal ; ' ; SR e L S T Lt
' Gifls! Reg. '65. to 125 ]

*39.95 to *69.00
SILK TIES

A large selection. Reg. 10 350

now Just *15.00
Save 30% Off alf other Ties in stock!

........
...........

ve 20% to 50% Off The Most Famous
Designer Casuals For Men

The complete coltections of Polo by Ralph Lauren, Polo |

Country, Ganl, Ruff Hewn, J.J. Farmer, Mexx,

Crossings. Britches, Tommy Hilfiger, Nautica, Cacharel,
Bugle Boy and more.

SAVE 50% OFF SAVE 30% OFF LEATHER JACKETS |

The ultimate | | Evin, Ganl, Jez, YES, Robert Com- [:

lSﬂTUNEH D!:IESS GanES { Pt st:::, tén;s:diﬁgﬁ?ﬂc;; Wea;t, Teeripn Eurnpg. ?:ug : I11:1”
Reg. :B‘E.GG .(}\a Fil are the tamous names here. Reg. $450. to $995.

Now onLy *19.00 Y now *299.00 ano up '
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Casua Lé-ﬂ!ilmﬁi--- G LD VES : .;-'_'5I-:5_"5Zf?ii._'-:'_-'i-:.:-':i_'" SRR
F;{ e FEERTLT w!ﬂfﬂ
now *9.95 & *14.95 | Y

SANTAL..Save 20% to 70% Off

DRESS BELTS, SCARVES, | 7~W
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By Stanlield and Jockey: Biltmorg

£ HATS. and our entire selection of
lamous name brand SOCKS!
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