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Is prayer tlme used properly?

- By JIMRYAN
21st Sunday =
- InOrdinary Time
John 6:60-69
Aug, Z5, 1991

Witold Rybezynski is
everywhere these days. At least
that’s my impression. I spent
part of my summer reading two
of his books, Home and The Most
Beautiful Hnuse in the World.
And now theré's a third book just
published to keep me up late at
night. [t's called Wﬂiting for the
Weekend. The August edition of
The Atlantic "has an’ article
adapted from his new book.

His thesis in Waiting for the
Weekend is that our free time
isn't really free. In fact, ac-
cording to Rybezynski, we're pro-
bably more compulsive and
driven during our leisure time
than we are during our work
time. We have a word for the lat-
ter, workaholic, but no word yet
for the former. ‘

Listen to Rybczynski: I'm
always charmed by old
photographs of skiers which show
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Reality

by
Jim Ryan

- groups of people in what appear

o be street clothes, with un-
complicated pieces of bent wood
strapped to sturdy walking boots.
These men and women have a
playful and unaffected air. Today
every novice is caparisoned in
slun-tlghl spandex like an Olym-
pic racer, and even cross-country
skiing, a simple enough pastime,
has been infected by a preoccupa-
tion with correct dress, authentic
terminology, and up-to-date
equipment. This reflects an at-
titude toward play which is dif-

United Church
numbers declining

“Numbers are down., but the
decline is typical of what's hap-
pening to all membership figures
in mainline Christian denomina-
tions,”” says Doug Flanders.
Director of the United Church of
Canada's Department of Educa-
tion and Information.

“While the. trend is worrisome
in terms of the heaith of the
church as an institution. this
year's numbers are consistent
with patterns over the past
decade,” he adds. |

The 1990 statistics show .a
decline of 21,000 United Church
members. The denomination’s
confirmed membership is now
808.411. The United Church is still
the largest Protestant denomina-
tion in Canada.

Mr. - Flanders explains the ma-
jor portion of the decline in
membership in 1990 can be clear-
ly attributed to the dropping of in-
active or non-resident names
from church membership lists.

He says there are a variety of
reasons for more careful repor-
ling: of statistical figures by local
congregations.

“Computers have helped. but
it’s really tightening budgets that_
have motivated local congrega-
tions to take the time tfo reaily
count heads and nol just guess al
their membership figures.” says
Flanders. :

He explains thal accuracy is
encouraged because each United
Church congregation’s financial
support of the wider church is
determined by an assessment of

the number of resident members
inthat congregation,

Says Flanders. “*When a- iocal
congregation’s funds are limited,
45 many are in these reces-
sionaty times, it essentially
comes down to dollars and cents.
Either vou report accurately
vour membership figures or you
qmtt' literally pay a price for
rach of the people you haven't
seen or heard fromin years.”

Mr. Flanders adds, *'The
decline in membership this year
is only very marginally duve to the
debate over gay ordination.”” A
hand check of all statistical
returns from congregalions in-
dicated approximately 2,000 per-
sons left the United Church in
1990 because of that issue.

Says Flanders. “That brings
the maximum total to about
15,000 members that we assume
have left the United Church
because of the
statement Membership. Ministry
and Human Sexuality.”

{)ther figures oi interest in the
1990 statistics are the closure of
tt congregations. {eaving a (otal
o' Lol United Church congrega-

~ in Canada. Mnst of the clos-

.~ were of small rurai chur-

w~, largely in Western Canada,

huse often very small numbers
tw longer made the congregation
viable,

“‘Only three congregations
closed in 1990 when the majoritly
f members left because they
disagreed with the United Chur-
ch's policy statements,” says Mr,
Flanders.

- number two in the scale.
you did

church’'s 1988 - _when you didn't get what you

ferent from what it was in the

past. Most outdoor sports, once
simply muddled through, are now
undertaken with a high degree of
seriousness, '‘Professional” used

to be a word that distinguished:

someone who was paid for an ac-
tivity from the sportsman; today
the word has come to denote
anyone with a high degree of pro-
ficiency; “‘professional - quality™
equipment is available to - and
desired by all. |

Conversely, ‘‘amateur', a
wonderful word literally meaning
“lover,” has been degraded to
mean a rank beginner or anyone
without a certain level of skill.
“Just an amateur,” we say; it is
not, as it once was, a compliment.

THREE KINDS OF
. LEISURE

1. Being -allowed tn do
something.

2. Being allowed to do anything.

3. Being allowed to do nothing,

According to G.K. Chesterton,
the first kind is most common;
the second is practiced by artists
and other creative people; and
the third kind is the least com-
mon. The third kind was Chester-
ton’s favounte.

It's also Rybczynski’'s

favourite. He writes: Leisure was -

the - opportunity for personal,
even idiosyncratic, pursuits, not
for ordered recreation: it was for
private reverie rather than for
public spectacles. If a sport was
undertaken, it was for the love of
playing - not winning, nor even
playing well. Above all, free time
was to remain that: free of the
encumbrance of convention, Iree
of the need for business, free for -
the l'l‘noble habit of dning nothing
atall.”

This sounds to me like a pretty
good descriptron of prayer, or at
least one kind of prayer,

FOUR KINDS OF
PRAYER

1, Petition,

2. Contritjon.

& Thanksgiving

- 4. Adoration.

Petition is the most often prac-
ticed. (You can
new ski boots). Contrition is
(You
can apologize for what

prayed f{or.) Thanksgiving is the
third most practir:ed. (Thanks
God, for the ski boots),

Adoration is the least practic-
ed. It is when you do nothing. You
just sit there. (Call it contempla-
tion). It’s playful in the sense that
nothing 1s anticipated. You're not
trying" to twist God's arm, or
blackmail him, or make a deal
with him. Nor are you trying to
impress someone who is standing
by looking on. It's free of conven-
tional encumbrances, free of the

need for business, and free for ac-

quiring what Flannery 0’Connor
cailed the Habit of Being.

HALTON HILLS SCHOOL OF DANCE

Principal: MRS. YVONNE OLDAKER, A r.A.D..15.7.0.,CD.T.A,
Chlldren s Examiner for the Royal Acudemy of Dancing

With A Qualified Staft

BALLET, JAZZ, NATIONAL,
MODERN, TAP

Fof Adults & Children

REGISTER at 142 MILL ST., GEORGETOWN
August 28th — 6:00-9:00 p.m.

September 3, 4, 5, 6 — 6:00-9:00 p.m.
September7——10000m 1:00 p.m.

FOR BROCHURE PLEASE CALL

877-1581

pray for those -

ELECTRONIC (ﬁm&
SERVICE_

*VCRs» HﬂHE& CAR SI’EHEDs- PORTABLES » COs= TURNTABLES » VIDEO GAMES
» COMPUTERS» ETC.
Q0 DAY GUARANTEE » FREE ESTIMATES
ALL SEAVICE PERFORMED ON PREMISES BY QUALIFIED TECHNICIANS

 —

FOR THE BEST SERVICE AT THE BEST PRICE CALL

TUES.-FRI
9.00-5.00
SATURDAY
.00 5.00

ISSNCIAIR AVINUE
LUINIT 5, GEQORUGITOWM

ANGLICAN

"SERVING HALTON HILLS
AND AREA SINCE 19787

GEORGETOWN CUSTOM CAR SOUND

877-2425

St. Alban’s Anglican Church, 198t, Alban’s Dr., Acton

St. Alban's the Martyr Anglu:anﬂhumh

537 Main St., Glen Williams
St. Paul's, Nnnral

St. George's Anglican Church, 60 Guelph St.; Georgetown
St. John's Anglican Church, RR2 Stewarttown

BAPTIST

Acton Baptist Church, 80 Mill S¢. E., Acton
Maple Avenue Baptist Church, 177 Map!e Ave., Georgetown

* Mountainview Baptist Church, 100 Mountainview Rd, b -

Georgetown
» _

CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLMNCE
Georgetown Alliance Church, Main St. S, Georgetown

CHRISTIAN REFORMED

Georgetown Christian Reformed, Hwy. 7

and Trafalgar Rd., Georgetown

Beth-E] Christian Reformed Chureh,

Churchill Blvd., Acton

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES
Georgetown - Hwy

LUTHERAN

Immanuel Lutheran Windsor and Carole

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

.7 (Watch Tower), Georgetown ............ :
Jehovah's Witnesses, Hwy, 25 N,, Acton

877-3146

Churchill Community Church, R.R.2, Actm

PENTECOSTAL ASSEMBLIES OF CANADA
Evangel Tabernacle Pentecostal Assembly,

3 Lhun:htllN Act&n

PRESBYTERIAN

Knox Presbyterian, 116 Main 5t. S., Georgetown
Knox Presbyterian Church, 44 Main St. N,, Acton

Norval Presbyterian Lhun:h 499 (rue]ph St. -

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church,

224 Maple Ave., Georgetown

Chesre s BT7-8867

Sacre-Coeur Church, 39 Guelph 5t., Georgetown
St. Joseph’s Church, 47 John Street, Acton

SALVATION ARMY

Captain and Mrs. W. Budgell, 114 Mill St E.

UNITED

.................. 853-1140

St. Andrew's United Church, 8 Mountainview Rd. S.,

. Georgetown

St. John's United Church, 1t Guelph St. .. .. ... ... .. s 877-2531
'I'rinity United Church, 70 Mill SL. E,, Aclon .

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
-‘ (PENTECOSTAL

ALL PEOPLES CHURCH
DELIVERANCE CENTRE

41 rinchgale Blvd | Bramalea
{S W Corner Finchgate Hwy /)

* Bible Study
* Worship ¢ Deliverance

_Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 8:00 p.m.

. We Provide:
- Chuldren’s Church
- Nursery Service
English-to-Itatian Transiation

Pastor: George A. LeRoy

792-2176

CHURCH OF '
ST. ALBAN THE MARTYR

[Anglican Chusch of Canada)
AECTOR:

Aevercnd Carg! A, Skidmaore [ Th °

Sunday Services:
B00am A10.30am

£ hurch SchookNurtery
110 am

537 Main 51, Glan Willlams
" iMountain br Main Sts.)

416-877-8323

COMEJOINLUS -
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU

NEW APOSTOLIC CHURCH

“WHERE LIVING APOSTLES ARE ACTIVE TODAY™
Sunday School-9:00 a.m,

SERVICES:
1:30am. & 5:00 p.m.
Wednesdays - 8:00 p.m.

HALTON HILLS CONGREGATION
150 Main §t. South, Acton

Rector; Rev. Slephen Wagner
B53-4827

“A Heoarty Welcome To AN™
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