Page§ -

i i o e s T S

Renewed solldarlty spirit endorsed

By JIMRYAN
Fifteenth Sunday inO.T.
Mark 6:7-13
July 14, 1991

On May 1, 1991, the feast of
Joseph the Worker, the Ontario
Conference of Cathelic Bishops
published an open letter entitled,
“One Hundred Years of Catholic
Social Teaching.”

The letter is:

1. a commemoration of the 1891
publication of Rerum Norvarum
{On the Condition of Workers) by
Pope Leo X111,

2. a history ‘of the develﬂpments
in Catholic social teaching in the
past one hundred years;

3. and an invitation to all, in-
cluding labour, business and
governments, to work together
for a genuinely human society.

{Note: the tone of this letter is
open, not dogmatic. It is address-
ed to a pluralistic society, and en-
courages debate and dialogue).

Rerum Norvarum was publish-
ed by Leo XIIH to address the
“new things'’ or conditions that
affected labour in the latter years
of the 19th century.

The cause of these new condi-
tions was the Industrial Revolu-
tion, which had led to the treat-
ment of labour as a commodity or
raw material to be used in the in-
dustrial process.

The effect was conflict between
capital and labour: wealth for the
few, and poverty for the many.

The Pope sought to restore
peace to this conflict, but on a
" foundation of justice.”

He drew a distinction between
the “going wage" and a *‘just
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“But God said unto him, Thou
fool, this night thy soul shall be
required of thee: then whose
shall those things be, which thou
hast provided?" Luke 12:20

Don't forget that God has the
last say-so about you and your
soul. Be wise and not foolish.
Trust Jesus as your Savior today
before it is too late,

“But God forbid that I should
glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and I
unto the world." Galatians 6:14.

As Christians our glory is found
in the old rugged cross where
Jesus died for us. Take time now
to thank the Lord for your salva-
tion.

“That your faith should not
stand in the wisdom of men, but
in the power of God.” I Corin-
thians 2:5.

Real faith is not a matter of just
knowing facts but knowing the
power of God behind the facts.
This faith will see you through the
storms of life.
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wage''. The ‘‘going wage' was
what the markel required; the
“just wage' was what was re-
quired by a worker and a

worker's family to live tn humane .

conditions, with enough to sel

aside for the future.

He also supported the right of
workers to unionize, and insisted
on the obligation of governments

to pass legislation protecting
working people. |
This first stage in Catholic

social teaching, which extended
fromn 1891 to the late 1920's, was
characterized by *...church reac-
tions te individual injustices suf-
fered by working people.”

The second stage, from the
1930’s to the 1960's, focused not on
individual injustices, but on the
need for profound changes in the
structure of the market economy.

Two aspects of the reform that
was called for are: 1. a new im-
age of Property (the goods of this
earth belong first and foremost to
all people as their common
heritage from God), 2. a new im-
age of Social Life {(we are not in
competition, pursuing individual
ends and private goods, but In

solitary with each other, in -pur-

suit of common ends.)
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The third stage of Catholic
social teaching, since the 1960's,
has been the most productive,
The thinking in this period has
pushed for an understanding of
work as a means for people to
fulfill their humanity and to con-
tribute personally to the commeon
good.

‘*_..For an economy to be a just
one, it must not only produce an
abundance of goods and Services,
and distribute them fairly, but it
must also make the producers
themselves more human in the
process.’’

The Ontario Bishops close by
referring to a specific problem,
the maquiladora, or {ree trade
zone on the Mexican side of the
Mexican-U.S, border. -

(The April issue of the Cana-
dian Forum noted that Mexican
wages have fallen nearly 70 per
cent since 1933. “The minimum
daily wage in Mexico today is
about 10,800 pesos ($4.50 Cana-
dian). To achieve a decent slan-
dard of living, it has been
calculated that workers need a
minimum of 76,000 pesos per day
{$32 Canadian).”)

The Ontario Bishops note that
the wages and conditions the ma-
quiladora plants ‘. .provide f{or
the Mexican workers are so poor
that many factories experience a
200-300 per cent turnover of
warkers each year.”

“At the same time, those jobs
for which many Canadians
received decenlt wages are being
lost to this country.” -

The Bishops conclude with a

call to recognize the
“interdependencies’” in our
world, and a hope that our

response will be a renewed spirit
of solidarity with all men and

wamen.
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ANGLICAN |

St. Alban’s Anglican Church, 195t. Alban’sDr.,Acton .......... 853-2711
St. Alban's the Martyr Anglican Church,

537 MainSt., GlenWilliams . ........c.cc it 877-8323
St. Paul’s, Nﬂrval ....................................... 877-3404
St. George's Anglican Church, 60 Guelph St. (xeurgetuwn ....... 877-8044
St. John's Anglican Church, RR2 Stewarttuwn ................ B73-0235
BAPTIST

Acton Baptist Church, 80 MillSt. E.,Acton ................... 853-0690
Maple Avenue Baptist Church, 177 Maple Ave., Georgetown ... .. 877-6665
Mountainview Baptist Church, Muuntamwew Rd S..

COOTROIOWMY . . oo, o i ais das s diiei ssme nm s wER e ey o 877-5854
CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE i
Georgetown Alliance Church, Main St. S., Georgetown ......... 8730249
CHRISTIAN REFORMED

Georgetown Christian Reformed; Hwy. 7

and Trafalgar Rd., Georgetown .............. O e 873-1320
Reth-El Christian Reformed Church,

ChurchillBlvd.,Acton ... ............... b eeen ey een 519-853-2121
JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES ;
Georgetown - Hwy. 7 (Watch Tower), Georgetown ............. 877-3146
Jehovah's Witnesses, Hwy. 25N, Acton . ... ... ........cute, 853-1500
LUTHERAN |

Immanuel Lutheran WindsorandCareole .................. i BTT-IT
NON-DENOMINATIONAL )

Churchill Community Church, R.R.2,Acton ................. . B53-4380
PENTECOSTAL ASSEMBLIES OF CANADA

Evangel Tabernacle Pentecostal Assembly,

<= TI T3 AR T 1)) SN S S G- S s o SRS g Pl e 853-2715
Halton Gospel Temple West of Trafalgar Rd., Hwy T v cpraeas 877-2759
PRESBYTERIAN - '

Knox Presbyterian, 116 Main St. S., Georgetown ... ............ 877-7585
Knox Presbyterian Church, 44 MainSt. N.,Acton . ............. 853-2360
Norval Presbyterian Church, 499 GuelphSt. ........... ev.. .. 877-8867
ROMAN CATHOLIC

Holy Cross Roman Catholic Chureh,

24 Maple Ave., Georgelown .. ...... oot iiiininiennnnnnnns 873-1887
Sacre-Coeur Lhurch 39 Guelph 5t., (:enrgetnwn ............... 877-4373
§t. Joseph'’s Church, 47 John Str&et BEEOW . oo coimsmiioiass —— 853-0784
SALVATION ARMY

Captainand Mrs. W. Budgell, 114 MilISt. E. .................. 853-1140
UNITED

St. Andrew’s United Church, 89 Mountainview Rd. S., i
CRREREBUONIE . & v s inarm st sy b e Wt ST 0 R R R R 8774482
St. John's United Church, 11 GuelphSt. . ..................... 877-2531
Trinity United Church, 70 MillSt. E, Acton .. ............ n ... 853-2090

CHURCH OF

ST. ALBAN THE MARTYR
{Anghican Church of Canada)
RECTOR:
Reverend Carot A. Skidimare, L. Th
Sunday Services:
2:00am & 10:30am,

ALL PEOPLES CHURCH
DELIVERANCE CENTRE

41 Finchgate Blvd., Bramalea
(S W Corner Finchgate. Hwy 7]

e Bible Study
e Worship * Deliverance

Church SchealMursery
10:30 2.m,

537 Main St, Glen Willlarns
(Mountsin & Main S5t}

416-877-8323

COME JOINUS -
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU

NEW APOSTOLIC CHURCH

“WHERE LIVING APOSTLES ARE ACTIVE TODAY"
Sunday S thool - 9:00 a.m.

SERVICES:
1030am &5 00p m

Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 8:00 p.m.

Wa Provide:
- Children’s Church
- Nursery Service

English-to-ltalian Translalion

Wednesdays - 800 p.m
HALTON HILLS CONGREGATION
150 Main St. Sauth, Aclon

Rector - Hiw Sl Wow o
Hid At £
".nl NEARTY WELCOME TO ALL*™

Pastor: George A. LeRoy

792-2176
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