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Solar eclipse spectacular
should be viewed with caution

The July 11 eclipse will be
among the most spectacular
witnessed in.memory and will be
viewed by nearly 500 miilion peo-
ple in Central and South
America, Mexico, United States
and Canada. Starting at about 3
p.im. EST and lasting about 80
minutes, the eclipse will be visi-
ble (weather permitting) to those
in Southwesterm Ontario (Wind-
sor area) with visibility declining
as one travels further north from
that area. A partial eclipse of ap-
proximately 12%, (in otherwords,
12% of the sun will be covered
during the event), will be
witnessed by those in the

southwest area of the province.
Although we will not be

witnessing the total eclipse and
some may not notice the eclipse
at all, caution must still be advis-
ed when eclipse watching. During
a recent eclipse in the U.S. ac-
cording to the American Op-
tometric Association, 145 cases of
eye injury were reported. Forty
per cent of these injuries were
caused by people mistakenly
believing they were. taking ade.
quate measures to protect their
eyes, The other sixty per cenl

took no precautions at all. The

common misconception that
sunglasses, exposed film, mos!
welder pgoggles, photographic
filters and smoked glass are ade-
quate eye protection should be
corrected.

We suggest those interested in
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viewing this or any other eclipse
participate in eclipse watches,
organized by astronomy clubs,
planetariums or museums. These

* groups can provide the viewer

with clear images of the event
through specially filtered
telescopes, in safe:settings, under
the guidance of trained
astronomers.

The next best way to view this
or any other eclipse is to view it
indirectly, using a .'pinhole pro-
jector'" or ‘‘sunscope’” made of
aluminum foil, white paper and a
large cardboard carton, Although
this basic design dates back. to
the 1500's, it offers protection
while enabling the viewer to see
the eclipse. The image of the
eclipse passing through a pinhole
in one end of the box is projected
onto the paper screen on the other
end, allowing the viewer to see a
small image of the eclipse while
remaining ‘with eyes directed
safely away from it. Caution
should e taken to ensure that the
viewer looks at the projected im-
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age and not through the pinhole
directly at the sun. The sides of
the device offer additional pro-
tection from the sun’s rays and if
the user pokes the hole in an up-
per corner, it is more difficuit to
turn one’s head around and look
throughit. -

Although the July 11 event will
not be as large in Ontario as in
some other areas, the occurrence
of an eclipse stirs the interest in
most individuals. The publicity
and the accurate prediction of
dates of these events e¢ncourages

many to view eclipses. We in On-

tario will be witnessing a major
eclipse on May 10, 1994, This
event will be visible (weather
conditions permitting) to the ma-
jority of people living in the pro-
vince in its entirety.

The Ontario Association of Op-
tometrists and your local op-
tometrist encourage the public to
view eclipses as an excellent
scientific learning experience but
one that should only be taken with
precaution and planning,
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Taking a break

A dra-ﬁunf_ly flexes its wings while resting on water plants along the
bank of Silver Creek in Cedarvale Park. (Herald photo by Lisa

Boonstoppel-Pot)
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_ PLAN NO. 18964176 "~

Stately four or five bedroom executive home has a weather protected antry that opens to a vaulted foyer. The cotfered
ceiling living room with masonry fireplace and French door access spill from the foyer. The voluminous open plan kitchen
ofters on angled sink under carner windows, centre cooking island and breakfast bay. An open railing separates the kit-
chen froam the sunken family room. The oversized family room features o wet bar, media centre, fireplace with wood
storage bin and secondary staircase to the second lavel, ond ideal entertainment area. The secluded den, with private
bath, ¢an easily double as a guest room or extra bedroom. Household chores ore made easy by the loundry foom which
hos o lundry chute from the upstoirs and 0 sewing counter. f

The master bedroom is a luxuripus reireat. It boasts a vaulted ceiling, huge walk-in wardrobe and sumptuous ensuita.
The ensvite is comprised of three separate areas; vanity and dressing room, toilet and spa area with his and her sinks ond
shower. The fourth bedroom has a private both with soaking tub. The two additional bedrooms share a main bath with
iwin vanity. The bonus room provides 295 square feet {or fulure expansion and can be used os a game room or tifth

bedroam.

The tinished tloor area of 1his home is 4,160 square feet. Plans include a choice of full basement or crawt space foun-

dation.

Send far Canada’s largest plan book with oyer 500 home plans. including o wide voriety of architeciural styles, from
luxurious brick manors to affordoble bungolows, anly $8.95 including shipping and GST. To order using Visa or Mastercard
call toll free 1-800-663-6739 or send cheque or money order 1o Home of the Week, c/o The Halton Hills Herald, 382 West
Broadwaoy, Vancouver, B.C. V5Y IR2. Trained consultonts are standing by Monday to Saturday to 1ake your order for the
plon book or plan no. 1890-4176. Please feel tree to request any informotion you muoy require before plocing your order. |
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