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Time spent travellin

~ ByJIMRYAN
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Times
Mark 6:1-6
July 7, 1991
TOM'S TRIP

My younger brother has just
returned from a month long trip
in Ireland. I picked him up at the
airport last Sunday.

He had a great time, but was
tired, and was glad to be back for
Canada Day.

Driving back from the airport,
in the midst of stories about the
pubs in Tipperary, Bloomsday in

Summer
camp

Giving your child a few days at
summer camp just got a lot
easier, thanks to Beth El Chris-
tian Reformed Church and Acton
Baptist Church. ‘‘We’'ve
transformed our buildings into
friendly campsites complete with
““‘campfire sing-a-longs, Bible
Qstories, crafts, learning ac-
tivities, snacks ... and lots more
fun, too," a press release states,

The 10day ‘“'Camp Can-Do”
program is being run in two paris
at the local churches, Days 1 {0 5
of “Camp Can-Do" will be July
gth to 12th, held at Beth El Chris-
tian Refcrmed Church, 369 Queen
Street. Children ages 4 to 12 can
join in on the fun every morning
from 9:00 to 12:00, Please call
875-1813 for more information.

The last 5 days of “Camp Can-
Do" will be August 19th to 23rd, at
Acton Baptist Church, 80 Mill
Street East. Days 6 to 10 will be
full of surprises every morning
from 9:00 to 11:45 for children
ages 5 to 12. Please call 853-0690
for more information. Pre-
registration wil be Thursday,
August 15from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

At “Camp Can-Do'" we plan to
have lots of fun without the mos-
quitoes! We hope to see you and
your friends at “Camp Can-Do”’
where we can do all things
through Christ!
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Dublin, endless walks along cliffs
and over mountains, and the rain,
Tom - said, "“When vyou travel
along you have too much time to
think.”

We prepared a welcome-home
barbecue Iunch and spent the
afternoon sitting out under my
favorite tree in the backyard.

But we didn’t talk about his
trip. We talked about his two jobs
in Ottawa: the one in the bar, and
the one in the bank. We taiked
mostly about his job in the bank.

Ibegan to fall asleep. -

After some time discussing the
various scams that people play to
get money, (Apparently bank
robberies are almost obsolete.
With security systems and com-
puters, there are other ways to
supplement one’s income.) 1 said,
“It's funny Tom, but you've just
spent a month in Ireland, and yet
all you're talking about is your
life here in Canada. Was that
what Ireland was all about? Were
you sorting out your future and
your past?

“Yeah! Ail that, I was thinking
about what I want to do with my
life. I mean, if I worked.in a bank
I'd only start at two weeks holi-
day a year. What kind of family
life would you have. Family is
important to me,"

“The other thing was all the
dreams I had in Ireland. All
about the people that I've met. It
was amazing,"’

TOM'SSTORY

“This happened in one of the
ten Ryan pubs in Tipperary. It
was run-down, dark apd small,
only three rooms, connected by
the bar in the middle. There were
five or six men in the bar., They
were all sitting together, except
for one man who appeared to be
retarded. He was sitting by the
wall, by himself,

The men in the bar were work-
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ing men. A welldressed man
walked into the bar. He sat down
by himself. The others asked him
to sing a song. He declined, so
they went on talking among
themselves, Suddenly he began

singing. Everyone stopped and
beautiful -

listened. He had a
voice, (Do you know the Rita

MacNeil song about the miners? -

That's what he sang,) The well-
dressed man sang a song about
working men. The other men in
the bar were very still. It was a
beautiful moment. (I'd never
want to work in a mine, going
underground.) Anyway, the men
understood his song. They knew
what he was singing about. When
he finished, they went back to
their beers. They asked me to
sing, but I don’'t know a song. I
think " I'll learn “Big Joe Mui-
feraw’’, the Ottawa Valley, Paul
Bunyan song. When I go back I
could sing it.” |

JESUS' TRIP
In today's gospel story, Jesus
goes back to his hometown,
Nazareth, with his disciples. He
goes into the synagogue to teach,
but they won’t listen; he goes into
the marketplace, but he can't

work a miracle. Mark reports
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that Jesus was amazed by their
lack of faith.
JESUS' STORY

But Mark has a different story
to tell than Jesus. Mark wants to
stress the rejection of Jesus, not
only by his hometown, but also by
the religious leaders in
Jerusalem. Mark wants to stress
that Jesus was misunderstood by
all who saw him, even by’ his
disciples. He wants to tell this
story because his community was
experiencing rejection too. Jesus

ANGLICAN

g can prove instructive

was suffering the same fate lhat.
they were suffering.
For Jesus, and scholars believe

 there probably was a trip to

Nazareth, (although Northrop
Frye writes that whether or not it
was historical is beside the
point), the trip home was another
of those moments in his life when
he realized what his future would
be, .

- The trip home was as instruc-
tive for Jesus, as my brother’s
tripto Ireland was for him.
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* Bible Study
e Worship ¢ Deliverance

Sunday 10:30 2.m. & 7:00 p.m,
Wednesday 8:00 p.m.

L%
We Provide:
- Children’s Church
- Nursery Service
English-to-italian Translation

Pastor: George A. LeRoy

792-2176 -

CHURCH OF

ST. ALBAN THE MARTYR |

|Argliican Church of Canada)
. RECTOR:
| Reversad Carol A Skidmare, L.Th,
Simday Services:
8:00a.m. & 10:30a.m.
Charch SchoskNursery
10:308.m.
537 Main Bt., Glen Willarne
{Mountain B Mein Bts.)
418-877-8323

, COME JOIN US - c
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU

NEW APOSTOLIC CHURCH

“WHERE LIVING APOSTLES ARE ACTTVE TDOAY"
Sunday School - 8:00 a.m.

SERVICES:-
10:30a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Wednesdays - 8:00 p.m. '
HALTON HILLS CONGREGATION
150 Main St. South, Acton -
Aector - Rov. Stephen Wagner

853-4627
“A HEARTY WELCOME TO ALL™
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