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in Ordinary Time
Mark 5:21-43
June 30, 1991

It’s summertime, but the living
ain’t easy for the hurried child.

We're not talking about the so-
called “spoiled” child of the 40's
and 50's who was encouraged to
live as if the summer never end-
ed; we're talking about the child
who is encouraged to fill the sum-
mer with activities and lessons
that can be added to his or her
curriculum vitae.

TWO KINDS
OF SUMMER TiME

1. Empty Time, Must be filled
with adult-approved lessons,
courses and summer camps.
Time is structured. No different
from the school year: lessons are
learned, tests are taken, and
students pass or fail, succeed or
not.

2. Freed Time. Not the same as
free time. Adults’ may have free
time. Children can only have
freed time. This is when children
are overiooked by the adults in
their lives. When overlooked,
they are freed from all of the
structured times that adults im-
pose on them. Freed time may be
boring or magical, but it is the
time that is necessary for
children to become human be-
ings, according to lona and Peter
Opie, or to become religious be-
ings, according to David Heller.

. Freed time may result in ac-
tivities, songs, games or fan-
tasies, that aren't adult-
approved. Thesgq,agtivities aren’t
intended for adul{ eyes or ears.

They are the secret and private .

curriculum that children engage
in, and according to the Opies,
what *“...chidlren learn from each
other is more real, more im-
mediately serviceable, and more
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vastly entertaining to them than
anything which they learn from
adults.”” They may even discover
God, :
TWO IDEAS
OF CHILDHOOD

1. The Child as Miniature
Adult, This child is ignored; no
special allowances are made for
him or her. She is swept along in
life with everyone else, wears
cast-offs, and plays and works
alongside adults.

2. The Child as Center of the
Universe. This child is coddled
and cared for. Special allowances
abound. The focus of the family is
the child’s development and suc-
cess. All of the parent's hopes
rest on her.

We seem to have combined
both of the ideas of childhood in
our day. On the one hand, as
David Elkind writes, “we dress
our children in miniature adult
costumes (often with designer
labels), we expose them to
gratuitous sex and violence, and
we expect them to cope with an
increasingly bewildering social
environment.”” On the other
hand, we sign them up for child-
designed programmes intended
o' enhance their development
a?d successful entry into adult
life.

The June issue of Harper's has
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two interesting pieces on children
and childhood. The first, by Tom
Englehart, ‘'‘Reading May . Be
Harmful To Your Kids,” com-
plains about the state of
children’s bock publishing. He
writes that children’s books have
become a consumer product

teaching children to become con--

SUMers. He concludes,
**...children’s book publishing on-
ly creates more adults seripting
““choose-your-own adventures'
that limit what choices children
are likely to make in the privacy
of their imaginations. The sad-
dest thing about this phenomenon
is simply that children, buying
these books, have no way of
knowing that they are being
shortchanged by grown-ups; for
where children are deepest, least
reachable, most unnerving, is ex-
actly where this world of books is
becoming shallower, more ob-
vious, more expectable, and yet
in weighing more heavily on the
young."

The second piece is a short
story by Charis W. Conn, entitled
“Octopus.” ‘The story is one of
self- discovery. A young girl of
ten goes to a summer fair with
her younger brother and a girl
friend, and learns something
about’ life. What she learns is
dark and mysterious.

Interestingly enough, what
enables her learning is parents
who leave her alone.

On the way to the fair, they
pass the religious school that her
friend Miriam attends. The
school makes her friend
wholesome and pleasant. She
prefers Miriam -when she is
*...wonderfully warped and
resourceful and essentially
naughty..."”

The message seems to be, if
you love your child, don't over-
book their summer.
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v Tea Room)

. 87 3-8201
o Kawai Pianos
e Lowrey Keyboards
¢ Music Books
e Music Lessons

115 Main SL S.
(Besida McCarthy's
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HERE’S HOW TO PLAY:

Each week for a total of 5 weeks, there will be 10 difterent Olde Georgelown
Place busm:sse:; lealured in this space. You must visit each business and pick
UD a special " Scavenger Hunt Play Piece” to win. At the end of the Five Weeks
you will have a tofal of 50 Pieces which you wall submit with your name, ad-
dress and phone number 1o enter a draw for the winner. *

Conlest closes: Monday, July Bth at 6:00 p.m. Please drop off entries at
ore of the participating businesses You must have 50 piecas to win. Pholo

copies are not acceptable.

Suny’s Gas Bar—Foodstutfs—Riverside Fitness—Victoria Lane—Pictures & Presents
Up. Up & Away—The Village Shoppe—My Generation—John Boughton Jewellers—

The Halton Hills Herald.

WEEK TWO:

The Cellar——Qutdoor Power Equipment—North Star Dry Cleaners—Downtown Pizza
and Submarine—Pet Junction—C & S Printing—The Final Touch—Fletchers Family
Shoes—Elizabeth’'s Fashions—Target Food Stores.

WEEK THREE:

The Cellar—The Village Shoppe—North Star Dry Cleaners—Victoria Lane—Pictures
& Presents—Target Food Stores-—My Generation—Carpet Barn—The McGibbon Hotel

—~Elizabeth's Fashions.

WEEK FOUR:

The McGibbon Hotel—Elizabeth's Fashions—Victoria Lane—Pictures & Presents—
North Star Dry Cleaners-—The Village Shoppe-—Target Food Stores—The Cellor—My

Generation—Carpet Barn.
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WE'RE YOUR INSURANCE
BROKERS
WE UNDERSTAND!
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PAUL C. ARMSTRONG

INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
143 MILL ST.

Hallon Hills (Georgetown) Oniario
877-0133

ALL PEOPLES CHURCH
DELIVERANCE CENTRE

41 Finchqgate Blvd., Bramalea
{S W Corner Finchgate/Hwy 7}

e Bible Study
* Worship » Deliverance

Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 8:00 p.m.

We Provide:
- Children's Church ~
- Nursery Service
English-to-itallan Translation

Pastor: George A. LeRoy
792-2176
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FOR ALL YOUR

MORTGAGE
-NEEDS

CALL
“CAPTAIN"’
DAVE KRAUSE

20vears Lending Experience
Personalized Service & Great Rates

873-4991

FAX:(416)873-3931

St. Alban’s Anglican Church, 198t, Alban’sDr., Acton .......... 853-2711
St. Alban’s the Martyr Anglican Church,
537 Main St., Glen Williams . ......... S S S R R % 877-8323
St Paul's, NOorval ... .ottt e e et 877-3404
St. George's Anglican Church, 60 Guelph St., Georgetown ....... 877-8044
St. John's Anglican Church, RR2Stewarttown ................ 873-0235
BAPTIST |
Acton Baptist Church, BOMillSt. E.,Acton ................... 853-0690
Maple Avenue Baptist Church, 177 Maple Ave., Georgetown .. ... 877-6665
- Mountainview Baptist Church, Mountainview Rd. S,
e L e - BT7-5854
CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE
(Georgetown Alliance Church, Main St. S., Georgetown ......... 873-0249
CHRISTIAN REFORMED |
Georgetown Christian Reformed, Hwy. 7
and Trafalgar Rd., Georgetown .,...........c¢ocivinienninn. 873-1320
Beth-El Christian Reformed Church,
Churchili Blvd., Acton ......... S S— R 519-853-2121
JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES
Georgetown - Hwy. 7 (Watch Tower), Georgetown . ............ 877-3146
Jehovah's Witnesses, Hwy.25N.,Acton . ............ TR .. B853-1500
LUTHERAN
Immanuel Lutheran WindsorandCarele ..................... 877-1172
NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Churchill Community Charch, RR.2 Acton .. ................ 853-4380
PENTECOSTAL ASSEMBLIES OF CANADA
Evangel Tabernacle Pentecostal Assembly, '
FChurchiliN. Acton ... . .............. =T - S - T 853-2715
Halton Gospel Temple, West of Trafalgar Rd., Hwy.7 ... ..... .. 877-2759
PRESBYTERIAN |
Knox Presbyterian, 116 Main St. 5., Georgetown ............... 877-7585
Knox Presbyterian Church, 44 MainSt. N.,Acton .. ......... ... 853-2360
Norval Preshyterian Church, 499 GuelphSt, ... ... .. .. e e §77-8867
- ROMAN CATHOLIC
Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church,
224 MapleAve., Georgetown . ..................... 5w s 873-1887
Sacre-Coeur Church, 39 Guelph St., Georgetown .. ............. 877-4373
St. Joseph'’s Church, 47 John Street, Acton . .., ... ... R —— 853-0784
SALVATION ARMY -
Captainand Mrs. W. Budgell, 114 MilISt. E. .. ................ 853-1140
UNITED
St. Andrew’s United Church, 89 Mountainview Rd. S.,
GeOTBe WL .. . . e 877-4482
St. John's United Church, 11 GuelphSt, ... ... . .. ......... 877-2531
Trinity Unitéd Church- 70 MillSt. E.,Acton . . .. ... ............ 853-2090

CHURCH OF

ST. ALBAN THE MARTYR
{Anghican Church of Carusdal
RECTOR;
Reverend Carol A, Skidmore, L.Th
. Sunday Servicay:
2:00am &10:30am,
Church SchoolMNutsery
10:30 a.m
637 Main 84, Glgn Willisms
(Mountaln & Main Sts.)
416-877-8323

COME JOINUS -
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU

NEW APOSTOLIC CHURCH

"WHERE LIVING APOSTLES ARE ACTIVE TODAY™

Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.

SERVICES:
10:30am &E§500pm.
Wednesdays - 8 00 p.m
HALTONHILLS CONGREGATION
150 Main St. Sauth, Acton
Heclor - Fov Steplueod wgous

HOA At
TANEARTY WELCOME TO ALL™




