Wedding customs cause chaos

By JIMRYAN
Sixth Sunday of Easter
John 15:9-17
May 5, 1991

A Love Story

My cousin is getting married in

a month,

He called me a week ago to ask
if I'd propose a toast to his
:I_wther and father at the recep-
ton,

~ Sounds easy right?

Wrong,

Driving through the wedding
customs of today is about as dif-
ficult as steering your craft
through the clashing rocks of
Scylla and Charybdis.

These wedding customs, seem-
ingly ageless, though actually
less than a hundred years old, are
out of touch with the reality of to-
day's marriages.

How do you toast a mother and
father when they've ‘been
separated for several years?
And, as you probably know.
Separalions aren’'t always
amicable. Sometimes they
border-on the psychotic.

My cousin’s mother, my aunt,
called me yesterday to try to sort
out the matter. Her solution: to
abandon the tradition.

“Toast your cousin: talk about

Religion

Jim Ryan

him. Don’t mention us. It's too

embarrassing. Ne, more than
that, it’s just too painful. 1 don’t
want people looking at me, guag-
g my reactions.”

Since I can't toast my cousin's
Mom and Dad in public at the

wedding, I'll do it here in the .

privacy of this column.
This is a love story. {This kind

“of love is called storge by the

Greeks - parent-child love. )
Unconventional Love
This is not your conventional

Jlove story.

My cousin was adopted. He had
been in several foster homes.
He'd been abused: there were
cigarette burns on his bedy: dirt
was caked in the folds of his

Art reflecting reality

By REV. FRITZ SCHMITT
immanuel Lutheran Church,
Georgetown

An interesting coincidence of
art reflecting reality occurred in
the last few Wweeks. On the same
day this newspaper reported the
police raid on the ‘‘Adults Only
Video'' store there was an in-
teresting episide of ‘‘Night
Court’ on TV. This episode seem-
ed to reflect well my own feelings
about how to respond to ({ilth,
obscenity at any level, and enter-
tainment that is more degrading
than anything else.

The episode centered around a
comic, noted for being crude, in-
sulting, and degrading toward
women and minorities, being
charged with obscenity. While
posing some interesting twists as
to who should defend this man
and who would prosecute him it
was more interesting as to the
methed Judge Harry Stone used
to deal with the issue. His desire
was not to prosecute because that
could be used by this sick comic
as publicity which would increase
his following. Yet the judge also
wanted to convey the idea that
this man and his material was not
to be tolerated.

Through a specially arranged
performance the true nature of
this brand of comedy was
brought into the light, both
literally and figuratively. Almost
all of the characters thus realized
that it appealed to the worst parts
of our nature, It would be very
nice {0 expose the whole range of
pornography, erotica, and even
some of the more accepted
material being shown on TV in a
similar way. Y

Regardless of how permissive
our courts or public censors have
become, all of the material found
at “'Adults Only Video,” and a lot
of what can be found at any other
video store in town should draw
the same response from us, the
consumer. Rather than label it in
a way to make it seem somewhat
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okay we should realize that this
type of *‘art” only degrades, in-
sults, and pollutes a precious gift
from God. *

Most of us appear to be very
worried about pollution of our
physical environment, but pay no
attention to how we have polluted
our moral environment, or allow-
ed others to do so. But where does
the clean-up begin, and how? It
has been the desire of the clergy
not to raise a storm of protest
over this issue, since that would
gencrale more sales for this
undesirable business. Much bet-
ter would be that those who have
been patrons of this material
realize how much better their
lives would be without it

That 1is, the clergy of
Georgetown would like to see this
video store, and the material like
it in other stores, disappear
because of lack of interest. But
we also know that such will not
happen unless the people have a
change of heart, or those who
have had a change of heart in-
fluence others. Turn on the lights
and see how fou} this really is,

and dispose of it properly.

““This is the verdict: Light has
come into the world, but men lov-
ed darkness instead of light
because their deeds were evil.
Everyone who does evil hates the
light, and will not come into the
light for fear that his deeds will
be exposed. But whoever lives by
the truth comes into the light, so
that it may be seen plainly that
what he has done has been done
through God.'’ John 3:19-20.

wrists and legs; he screamed
constantly; and banged his head
against the wall.

He wasn't a lovable child,

He still bears some of the secars
of that past; his hands break out
in painful eczema, and he
somelimes thinks he's.... But he’s
come a long way.

And it’s because of his Mom
and Dad. It's as simple as that.

They loved him. It wasn't easy.
{I am their witness. 1 lived with
them for over ten years when my
cousin was growing up.) But they
learned todoit.

My aunt tells this story. My
cousin had only been with them a
year. My aunt had tried. very
hard, but he'd rejected her again
and again. He still screamed, he
still banged his head on the wall.
He wasn't a conventional, lovable
child.

The breaking point came for

her when she realized that she

hated him. It happened in the
bathroom, her epiphany. She
lovked in the mirror and saw the
truth,

She'd tried so hard: had been

rejected by this three year old so

often, that she hated him.

That was the point of crisis. It
was also the watershed; the point
ol resolution.

Don’t ask me how it happened.
I don’t know. But from that mo-
ment of honesty and revelation
she and my cousin moved inlo a
relationship based on love,

Meaning?

My aunt was now moved out of

the conventional role of
motherhood. She stopped being
the conventional mother caring
for the conventional child. and
became herself, loving her child.

One of our customs, whether in
parental or marital love, is to
idealize love. We make it too tidy,
too clean and neat.

How can it be like that? We
know that our lives aren't like
that. Aren’t our lives messy and
untidy?

My aunt learned about love
through her adopted son. She also
learned a lot about herself .

We should do as well.

This is my toast to my aunt and
uncle.

The Good News”

love must be enfleshed. It
doesn't exist in the air or in
space, It takes on flesh. And ac-
cording te John, anyone who
claims to love God had better
struggle to love their neighbor.,
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HOW IT'S WORETH THE DRIVI
TO DOWNTOWN MILTON

Your local merchants try their
best every day to provide quality
merchandise and services at the
lowest possible prices.

These merchants deserve our
support ‘and our business. Sup-
port your home team and every-
one here will be a winner!

Keep the dollars you spend in

HALTON HILLS!

876-4204

Like To Meat You! §
Y FOR MA
BARBECUE BLAST-OFF
EXPRESS

el o -_‘: S o o
L] ] ‘._ r.L .E._ ":I'" s A,
e R

RENOVATION CLEARANCE
~ SALE

In-Stock ltems

The Rabins Hesr

CRAFT SHOP
11 MAIN STREET SOUTH

ACTON 853-3949

Frozen Yogun
Available Sagon!

ON HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

COSTS |

ORDER

Low-E H
Insulating Glass
With Triple Seal

Casement/Awning
Windows

Receive
FREE™ Argon Gas

* Offer Valid Until May 31/91

AT NOVAR
ENTERPRISES SS
(416)877-8604

TR R
A e e a
b
= g
.

N ol oA A HE
SR
1._‘-}- L _ = = ;n o
f o H - ik :

e e e e
o _.':';:{..1 ._:\". 'Id-h
:' - Py

a
o

T :
AT 2 R Y e bl N
- TS T B I G R S o Sl Il il e

- . -'. L -
e : >
ol e oy W P evhar
. - _ I

CALLFOR
FREE ESTIMATES

CHURCH OF

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
ST. ALBAN THE MARTYR

(PENTECOSTAL)
RECTOR:

ALL PEOPLES CHURCH Y E P e B L
DELIVERANCE CENTRE | 190 am.4 12300

Chuich Schoal/ Nurseny
41 Finchgate Blvd., Bramalea 10:30 em.
{S.W. Corner FinchgatelHwy. 7)

337 Main St., Glen Wiliame
(Mountaln & Main 51a.)
* Bible Study
¢ Worship * Deliverance

416-877-8323

COME JOIN US
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU

NEW APOSTOLIC CHURCH

“WHERE LIVING APOSTLES ARE ACTIVE TODAY"
Sunday School — 9:00 a.m.

SERVICES

10:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Wednesdays — 8:00 p.m.

HALTON HILLS CONGREGATION
150 Main St, South, Acton

Rector — Rev. Slephen Wagner
B53-4627

“AMEARTY WELCOME TO ALL"

Sunday 10.30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 8:00 p.m.

We Provide:
— Children’s Church
— Nursery Sarvice

English-to-ltafian Translation

Pastor: George A. LeRoy
792-2176




