Patios - pleasant for entertaining

This article is provided by [ocal
llealtors and the Ontarlo Real
Estate Associatien (OREA) for
the benefil of consumers in the
renl estatle market.

For centuries, patios have pro-
vided homeowners with a plea-
sant ouldoor place to entertain,
dine or just relax. Whether sim-
ple or elaborate, brick or con-
crete, a patio is an extension of
your living space and can give
you endless hours of ouldoor
pleasure during the spring and
surnmer months.

Traditionally defined as inner,
roofless courtyards, patios were
popular places of retreat and
solitude in olden times, often
enhanced by fountains and at-
tractive flowers,

However, foday's patios are as
individual and unique as the
homeowners who plan them.
Round or square, large or small,
patios can be designed as
multifunctional areas to ae-
commodate all family members.
A wide array of patib paving
materials is also available to suit
virtually every homeowner's
taste and budget.

If you're planning a patio,

you're probably most inclined to .

locate it in your backyard.
However, some homeowners with
limited space have ingeniously
incorporated their patios into
their front yards, surrounding
them with attractive privacy
fences and landscaping.

Patios can also be designed to
complement an existing deck.
The possibilities are endless,
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LIVE AND WORK
HERE FOR

*99,000

Let me show you how! Use the in-
come from the 5 apartments to pay
your mortgadge while you live on the
main floor and operate a business
too, Excelient location for antiques,
gallery or ??7?. Reduced to $399,000.
Call Heather (Whiting) Scotland,
Associate Broker, at B53-2086.rmc190.9

Before you decide on a design
or paving material for your patio,
make sure you plan your projecl
thoroughly and take a good look
at your needs and hudget.

Do you plan to incorporate
elaborate design factors into your
patioc? Do you want to create
special, separate '‘pocket” patios
as designated play areas for your
children? Do you want to include
special features Jike a built-in
sandbox, or attractive planters
for greenery?

When planning, it's also impor-
tant to keep weather factors in
mind. Depending on the ‘ex-
posure, your patio suriace can
absgorb and reflect 2 lot of heal
during the height of the summer
52250,

If you have very little shade
near the area where you plan to
locate your patio, you may want
to install a special protective
covering or lattice to diffuse the
sunlight and consequently cut
down on the heat. An overhang
with a retractable canvas or
bamboo cover, for example, can
be very effective. The cover can
be pulled back on cooler days, so
that warm sunshine can
peneltrate the area.

Your choices will also be deter-
mined by what you want to use
your patio for. If you plan to do a
lot of entertaining, you may want
a more ornate, detailed look. If
you plan to use your patic as a
casual outdoor living area, then
you may want a fairly simple
look, with a surface that's slip-
resistant and easy to keep clean.

Ideally, you should

try (o
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choose a patio material that
blends in naturally with your
home. Avoid picking colors or
materials that will clagh.

SIZE

You should also take a realistic
look at the size and shape of your
lot. Remember that a fairly large
patio will diminish the size of
your lawn, but a small patio may
not be big enough for entertaining
more than four or five people at a
time,

And don't forget to consider the
cost of your project. If you're
planning to build the patio
yourself, you'll want to Bet a good
idea of all the materials you'll
need. Consult some literature on
the subject - magazines and how-
to books - and talk to the ap-
propriate people, You should be
able to get some tips from the ex-
perts at your building supply cen-
tre.

COST

The cost of your patio will vary
in accordance with the type of
material you decide to use. Brick,
stone, concrete and tile are all
popular options, Each can create
a distinctly different look, depen-
ding on the effect you want - and,
of course your budget,

Concrete is wusually the most
cost-effective  do-it-yourself op-
tion, whereas brick and tile can
be more expensive. You can use a
combination of these materials to
creale a very unique look. For in-
stance, squares of concrete
bordered by stone or brickwork
can be very altractive. You may
want to use prefabricated con-
cretepads. ~
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Raceway,

Scotland,
853-2086.

STABLES
*349,900

Located north-east
this 54,75 acre farm
would be a super horse set-up. Ex-
cetlent barns and out buildings plus
a 3 family home just waiting for
your finishing touches - could be the
opportunity you've been looking for.
See it today with Heather (Whiting)
AsSsociate

of Mohawk

Broker,
RMC%1.18
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Our Homestyles Real Estate section gets results! Qur atten-
tion to detail and superior service has ensured the finest service
available to our advertisers and has resulted in increased sales!

Our real estate section also boasts the largest home delivery
of any local paper with a distribution of over 17.300. including
Georgetown, Acton. Erin plus surrounding rural routes and
communities. If you are looking for results in the sale of your
home or property. make sure you're being seen in the Herald's
Real Estate Tabloid!

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR
TO PLACE YOUR AD, CALL

KIMHARYOTT
at877-2201

)




