By L. WILLSON
Herald Special

 Georgetown Hospital Auxiliary -
The Tradition Continues

Volunteers are & vital part of
community life all over Canada.
Often their suppert is simply a
generous donation of “time” ... a
rare commodity in today's busy
world.

Despite the hustle and bustie of
daily life, the Georgetown
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- Hospital Auxiliary, with its more
than 130 volunters, is an active

and dedicated group.

The organization’s history
dates back to 1959 when four
energetic women eatablished the
Women's Auxiliary and began-
ambitious fund-raising efforts
which still continue today.

The founders, Inez Crichton,

Eva Patterson, tell stories that

HERMAN'S

ALUSIKULM & ROOFING
PRODUCTS LTD

SIDING ¢ SOFFITS
FASCIA

Aluminum and Vinyl
® 5 inch Seamless
Eavestrough
¢ Replacement Windows

and Doors
P 457-2134
873-1 951

‘Georgetown

through a personal
" hospital built in Georgetown. At

mﬂchintradlﬁmandtru!yil—
lustrate the growth of
and District
Memorial Hospital.

Inez Crichton became involved

in the Auxiliary and fundraising
wish to see a

the time, her own father was a
patient in a Kitchener hospital

" which was a long way from his

home and family.
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- Hospital volunteers continue tradition

She also recalls how the Aux-

iliary- members actually
- make bed

operating room, “‘Our seﬁ'lng
room was located in the Hosp
right' next to the laundry

Inez says.
meet there, and busily

nheets fur the

mm."
“We would regularly
get to work
hems on huge, white

In reminiscing about the first

gift shop, Inez remembers, “It
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five feet by eight feet, In fact, if
two people were in the room at

" the same time, the last individual

in had to back out of the door. .
There was literali}r no . room to
tum around.”

As a Telative -newcomer to .
Georgetown, Lois Graham's con-
nection with the Auxiliary began
in the late 19505 when she joined
to meet people in the community.
“The Auxiliary offered me a
great opportunity to get to know

people from the area. The

rgmﬂzauun has remained an im-
partant part of my life some 39
years later.’””

One' of Lois' vivid memories
was of the very young patients. I
remember decorating the
Children’s Ward at stmas. -
Being in the Hospital during the
holiday season was a little hap-
pler for these youngsters because
we -brought the festivities to
themn. It was such a delight to see
their . faces light up when they
gaw the bright lights and decora-
tions."”

The picture of the Auxiliary's

first gift cart, is a clear one for
' Lena Jnhnstnn' “It was 1961 and

the rules for volunteers were
very strict rules in those days.
We wore low-heeled shoes, and
were not permitted to wear
pants, makeup .or earrings. We
would always remain outside a
patient’s room and talk to them
fromt the door.”

The fourth member, Eva Pat-
terson, fondly looks back at the
Auxlhary meetings where, “‘our
primary goal was, and still is,
fundraising. We've had many
successful events - from dances
to craft sales - and I must say that
1 still enjoy Hospital Auxiliary
work.

The Auxiliary’'s activities con-
tinue to expand,  and today in-
clude ward - work, teen
volunteers, providing hairdress-
ing services at the hospital's in-
house hair salon, nraby
photum-aph;,r, flower arranging
and runnmg two gift shop opera-
tions.

Amhihuuﬂ activltiea like the:ae
could not happen without
deddcated. people such as the four
originals and countless others
ukﬁ de gpecial thanks -

ey. deserve a '
these unsung heroes of the past,
present and future,




