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Fire damage
and fire calls
' drop drastically

By BEN DUMMETT
The Herald

Prupe’rt}r damage caused by
fire in Halton Hills last year ex-
perienced a drop for the first time
since 1985, while fire calls in 1990
were lower than they have been
. for the past three years. The local
fire department's fire prevention
programs are being touted as the
reason for the decreases.

According to Halton Hillz Fire
Department’'s 1990 Annual
Report, Fire ent Chief
Bill Cumningham writes, ‘'alarms
and damage resulting from fire
are down significantly. This is an
encouraging sign because it ia the
first decrease in damage loss in
five years. It is my opinion that
the nnﬁning ?’fnﬂs of our Fire
Prevention Division is bearing
results."’

1990 also marked the third con-
secutive year there have been no
fire-related deaths in Town, said
Chief Cunningham.
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Mystery Madness act1v1t1es

Can you recognize (he faces behind the masks”
Behind the muslaches, beards and glasses are
Georgetown students (left to right) Michael Adams,
Jililan Mc¢Dougall, Katherine McDougall, Joanne

who disguised

Taberer aod Amy

McDougall,

Fire last year caused approx- .

imately $12 million in property
-damage which is down from
1889's ' peak of $3 million, -states
the report. .Chief Clmmngham
noles the decrease is even that
more significant in light of the
continued rise in inflation.
Firefighters answered approx-
imately 425 fire alarms last year

representing a drop of 100 calls-

over the previous year, and Chief

Cunningham is hopeful the trend

continues during the next decade,
Town Fire Prevention Officer

Dave Ford said-in an interview .
gednesday, there is no one pro-

that has resulied in people

being apparently more fire

cautious.

it’s the combined effort of all
programs that has encourage
more people to have a better
respect for what a fire can do,
and therefore to be less careless,
explained Mr. Ford.

The department has three fire
prevention officers and their
focus has been on getting out into
the community to educate the
public about fire prevention, said
Mr. Ford. The officers use the
local media through adver-
tisements, visit schools and other
community groups and par-
ticipate in high profile events
such as the Halton Hills Chamber
of Commerce B.]I.G. show, he
said.

Mr. Ford highlighted the
department’s ongoing Portable

Continued on Page 2

themselves as detectives al the Georgetown Public
Library Wednesday as part of the libraries® March
Break Mystery Madness activities. (Herald pboto
by Lisa Boonstoppel-Pot)
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Bantam Hockey Tournament

The Kincardine goaltender kicks out a shot while
a Georgetowrn forward wails for the rebound during
their game at Alcott Arena on Wednesday evening,
Georgetown lost their game 4-2 and needed a win
against Nepean on Thursday to have a chance of ad-
vancing to the playoffs of their 3ist Annual Bantam

(Herald photo)

Tournamerit. Organizers of lhe event are encwmg—
ing the public to come out to the playolfs today and
Saturday, especially with two other local teams, Ac-
ton and Halton. in the running for the thampiunship

Town needs new
Deputy Clerk

By BEN DUMMETT
The Herald

While Halton Hills Council
refuses to fill four vacant staff
positions in 1991 as an austerjty
measure, the same practice
won't appl to the Town position
of Deputy Clerk when its long-
time employee, Delmar French,
retires at the end of July.

During an in-camera session
Monday, in which members of
the public and press are bamned,
Comcil directed staff to start
searching for Mr. French's
replacement with the intention to
hire someone by July 2,

Town  Administrator-Clerk,
Dan Costea, said Tuesday the
position's sa.lary will be deter

mined during the interviewing

process.

The four vacant staff pnsitims -

to remain unfilled for at least this
year include Records Manager,

Development Engineer, Adult

Recreation Superv:sur and

Building Inspector,

Asked if council considered not
filling the Deputy Clerk’s position
during Monday's meeting, Mr,
Costea said no. The decision not
to fill the four vacant positions
was based on ‘‘economic
grounds’”” while the decision to
replace Mr. French’'s job was
hased on it's specific duties, said
Mr. Costea.

P8 The Cletk is

ble for ocouncil and fommittee
agendas and the mimuates arhu:g
from those meetings, signing
Oaths of Commission and rum-

ing municipa] elections, zaid Mr.

A.n mmp-le of an Qath of Com-
mission would be a document cer-
tifying that a person is a resident

of Halton Hills, he said.

Town 1991 Budget Chairman
Pam Johnston pointed to the up-
coming election as a reason why
the Depity Clerk’'s position must
be filled. There wouldn't be
enough staff in the ad-
ministrative department to carry
out Mr. French’'s duties, plus the
additional work of rumipg a
municipal election, scheduled for
November, she said. -

Contrary to Mr. Costea, Coun-
cilior Johnston said Council did
have some discussion not to fill
the position. ‘‘But personally, I
believe we can't afford not to fill

.the position,"’ she said,

The existing administrative
staff is already overworked, said

. the ocouncillor. She pointed out the

pew person will be a Clerk in-
stead of a Deputy Clerk.

Since Mr. French is a Deputy
Clerk, Mr. Costea will now be
responsible for some duties that
could be done by a full-fledged
Clerk, such as signing bylaws.

ttmentadmiuistmﬁngth'fm
a full time job in itself, said Coun.
Johnston. -
Mayor Miller said it would be
ridiculous not to replace Mr.
French. Every munici
must have a Clerk to liason
ween the council, staff and
public. ‘It’s an
tion,”* said Mayor




