By DIAHANN NADEAU
Herald Special

Robin Williams and Robert De
Niro star in this powerful ex-
ploration of mental illness,

Based on the work by Dr.
Oliver Saks, Awakenings is the
true story of a summer of
miraculous awakenings among
seemingly catatonic patients in a
Bronx, New York, hospital. ‘

Williams plays Dr. Sayer, a
nervious young researcher whose
entire medical experience has
taken place in labs, on subjects
such as earthworms and mice. In
1969 he mistakenly applies for a
job at Bainbridge Hospital,
discovering they only have peo-
ple for him to work with.
Desprrately understaffed, the
board hires him despite their
mutus] trepidations.

Sayer is initially horrified by
his patients - they are lifeless be-
- ings in wheelchairs with 1o

recogniticn of the world outside
their bodies. A bored staff makes
no effort t0 communicate nor
thinks of improving conditions,
Sayer accidentally discovers that
his patients have reflexes and
from then on is motivated to un-
cover the truth behind the variety
of disorders listed on their charts.

KLEINBURG - Besides their
well known call, screech owls
also make a barking sound or a
soft whistle. These small owls are
featured in a night-time event of-
fered by the Kortright Centre for
Conservation on  Saturday,
March®at 8:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Start the evening with a look at
some live owls on loan from Spr-
ingwater Provincial Park. After
a slide show on Ontario owls,
presented by wildlife specialist

' Dan Stuckey, you can learn how
to imitate various owl calls. Then

Auditions are being held f{or
Georgetown Little Theatre's next
play, ‘Lunch Hour” by Jean
Kerr, on Monday, March 4th, 8
p.m, at 33 Stewarttown Road.

The play is a comedy revolving
around a young girl and a mar-
riage guidance counsetlor whose

wife is having an affair with‘the -

girl's husband. After much ado,

the play ends happily, but not
before the audience has had a
good laugh!

The characters are as follows:

Oliver, a 45ish, good-looking but
cold psychiatrist; Carne, a
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Entertalnment
Movie review - ‘Awakemngs

Enter Leonard Lowe, {(De
Niro), a
still visits him daily, and who
manages to
through an Quija board. His in-
telligence shines through the
brief message (he invokes
Rilke's Panther), and when
Sayer hears of a breakthrough
new drug he chooses deonard to
experiment on. The result is
nothing short of miraculous.

Leonard’s awakening, and the
subsequent. awakening of his
fellow patients, is incredibly
moving. Brdught back into a

world most of them left over 30

years earlier, their reactions are
intense and involving, It is an ex-
hilarating part of the film, and
director Penny Marshall has
managed to avoid  over-
sentimentalizing the episede. Un-
fortunately, the drug is not all it

is cracked up to be and the pa- -

tients face a ternble reality.

De Niro is superb. His depiction
of a proud and intelligent man un-
done by his own brain is ex-
ceedingly credible and moving.
Through the various stages of his
illness we forget it is De Niro, he
is simply Leonard.

Williams is terrific as Sayer, an
intensely shy man who has

A ‘hoot of a time’

naturalists lead the way on a

short walk into the woods, where

you can try your skill at calling
owls.

Advance tickets are
for this special evening event.
Call {418) 832-2289.

The Kortright Centre is open

daily from 10 am, to 4 pm..

Follow the signs: Take Highway
400 to Major Mackenzie Drive (at
Canada's Wonderland) go west 3
km to Pine Valley Drive, then
south 1 km.

For more information call

. (418)-661-6600,

[ G.L.T. auditions |

young, mnaive girl in her 20's;
Nora, Oliver's wife, elegant and
beautifu}! in her 30's: Peter,
Carne's husband, is late 40's, ar-
rogant and selfish; and Leonard,
the landlord, ageless and Carne’s
friend, who also has a ''thing™ for

Nora, who tries to get the couples

back together.

If you would like to audition,

please phone Joyce Holland at
873-6211 for more informatioh.

patient whose muthe.r.

communicate
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7 of all you can eat Chinese Culsine

‘ BUF FET Friday, Saturday & Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
[ salad Bar, Shrimp, Beef, Ham & Park

g Wonton Soup Curry Chicken Jumba Shrimps

/ Hot & Sour Soup Beel & Broccoli Shrimp - Mixed Yegs. & Peanut
#  Sweet & Sous Chicken Ball Beef Chop Suey Hot & Spicy Chicken Vegetable
y Soo Guy Beef - Mixed Vegetables Black Pepper Stesk

/ Cantoness Chow Mein BBQ Spare Kibs Chicken Fried Rice

” Cantonese Pork Deep Fried Chicken Wings Assorted Desserls
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'$10.95 person — Children 1/2 price
Licenced Under L.L.B.O.

Fast Take-Out & Delivery Service
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almcst no ence of people -
either as friends or patients.
Williams manages to give a shin-
ing dramatic performance, curb-
ing all the familiar comic tics
that made him famous.

The supporting case is ex-
cellent, with Julie Kavner as
Nurse Costello, John Heard as
another doctor, Penelope Ann
Miller as Paula, Max Von Sydow
as an obnoxious lecturing
chemist, and the wenderful Dex-
ter Gordon as a patient/planist.
Ruth Nelson is marvelous as
Leonard’s mother.

~ Awakenings is a little long and

sometimes drags a bit, but on the
whole it is a gripping and moving
drama, that is both life affirming
and profoundly sad. It is worth
watching for De Niro alone - but
everyone else more than holds
their own.

Music
search

The CFNY MODERN MUSIC
SEARCH has turmed visual. The
search is on for the best album
art entry, which will adorn the
cover of the CKFNY MODERN
MUSIC compilation CD and
cassette, The CFNY MODERN
MUSIC SEARCH is sponsored by

Molson Canadian Rocks.
Album art submissions will be§
accepted until Wednesday, April

10, 1991.

The hippest, heppest, scorchin-
est entries will be exhibited at the
Qub Monaco restaurant at the
Eaton Centre beginning April 22,

“ 1991,

The winning entry tskes home
a $1,000 cash prize!

The CFNY MODERN MUSIC
SEARCH is accepting musical
entries until Friday, March 8,
1991,

Rules and entry fooms are
available at_either of CFNY's two
offices during business hours - 1
Yonge Street, 25th Floor, Toronto
or 83 Kennedy Rd. S., Brampton,

SAME-DAY
-TAX RETURNS

101 Guelph St.. Georgetown

877-2217

VIDEO PLUS

West of Geargetown Fruit Market

"BRING HOME A STAR"
THIS WEEK

*Death Warrant
*The Two Jakes
sState of Grace
*Backstreet Dreams
*judgement

134 Guelph SL., Unit 8
Georgatown, Ontario

877-4260
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GEORGETOWN CINEMAS

235 GUELPH STREET — 873-1999
4th SMASH WEEK
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~ A
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for | .
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the
SNy adventure
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Evenings at 7:00 & 9:15 p.m.
Matinees Saturday & Sunday at 2:00 p.m.

LAST WEEK
JOHN GOODMAN * PETER O'TOOLE

A great tragedy -‘-* 'ﬂ et
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throne. . .
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Evanln sat 7:00 p.m. Only
Matinees Saturday & Sundn at 2:00

2nd SMASH

3 ACADEMY AWARD NOMIN j\TIO\H

BEST PICTURE

A\Y/AKENINGS

Evunjngn at 9:15 p.m. Only

ADMISSION: General $7.00
Children & Seniors $3.75
Tues., & Password Thurs. $3.756

&:edﬂnhﬁueﬁory

——— Tm—p. = m Fl

T e B ——— v TEEeS. —AAE a3

= e
. e o -



