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By JOAN SCANNELL
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Acceptlng Seniors status

The trouble with being a senior
is that it takes a while to realize
that one is a senior. 1 mean, the
day after our 60th birthday {(or
65th, according to Ottawa), we
don’t feel any differently than we
did the week before. 1t is conly
when going somewhere like On-
tario Place with son and his fami-
ly, and as he’s buying the en-
trance tickets, he calls out “Hey
Mom! - you and the under-10's get
in at half price,” that it hits me.
Indeed! I don’t know if I like be-
ing equaled with the under 10's.
Then, when shopping at a store
when it just .happens to be
geniors’ day, and the cashier says
“gseniors’ discount’” ... not as a
question, but as a fact, I struggle
‘with the idea of hotly di'sclming
that I am a senior (worse still,
- look like one), or gaining the 15%.

This past Christmas, for the
first time in over 40 years, I did
not have the family Christmas
dinner at our house. Years ago, it
- started out with five or six peo-

‘ple, but over the vyears it has

grown to a host of over twenty, in-
cluding inlaws, outlaws,- grand-
children, etc. So when Daughter
asked us to her home this rear I

was quite agreeable.:

But a few moments after our
arrival on THE day, I felt'jmt
like the grandmother, sitting in
the rocking chair, not" exactly. in
the comer, but definitely mt of

action. The little ones brought -

their books for me to read: I ad-
mired the new dolls and com-
puter games, but my. offers of
help were tactiully refused ...
well, I did bring the plum pudding
and their favorite sauce.

As we were leaving to come

home, I found myself rejecting
this passive role,

ner at our house tomorrow
night?'" Of course my partner
was annoyed with me on the way
home ... he enjoys the passive
role, and knew he'd be roped in to
belp me. But it was quite simple

y. I made a huge pot of stew
without the vegetables, threw in a
cupful of red wine and called it
beef straganoff ...
tried’ those ready-made spicy
moodles yet? A couple of loaves of
crusty bread, and a large tossed
salad and voilal I would prove
that I could still cope.

This started me thinking of din-
ner at my mother-inlaw's. We
didn’'t go often, but it was
understood that we always go on
the Sunday between Christmas
and New Year’s Day, and dinner
was at one o'clock in the after-
noon. For me, it started early in
the morning. First, I had to get
the children bathed and dressed,
the four boys in their grey flan-
pels, white shirt and tie, and
daughter in her Sunday best.
(Qur youngest hadmn't arrived on
the scene yet.) Then, time for a
pep talk, and dire warnings if
they didn't behave. It took an
hour to get there, and as soon as
our outside clothes were remov-
ed, we crowded into the pariour.

In this small room was a three-
piece chesterfield, a Ilarge

GIC RATE

10%

Rate Subject To Change
Without Hnﬂ:-

]:_‘coucwrs oy

TAX RETURNS

tO1 Gueiph St

8717-2217

Georgetown

upright

and blurted out,
“Why don't you all come to din-

and have you

piano, and a giant
aspidistra plant blotting out the
light from the narrow window. On
the wall was a fully framed por-
trait of Uncle whu had died in
W.W.1. My mother-inlaw was a
beautiful cook, and as we all sat
around the dinjng room table, we
thoroughly enjoyed the turkey
dinner she had prepared. After
dinner, I found it a strain.
Grandfather always had a nap
after his Sunday dinner, and as
my husband was in his ‘mother’s
home he felt so comfortable that
he followed suit. This left Grand-
ma'and me to do the dishes, while
I kept shushing the cluldren and
telling them to sit still. I had been
taught that it was very rude to eat
and run, so after the dishes. were
done ¥ would sit for a while, talk-
ing to Grandma, with an eye on
the restless boys Then just as I
would announce that we should
be going,
come in, expecting his cup of tea,
We would be coaxed to stay for a
cup, and a “bit of supper,” which
turned out to be another meal of

Grandfather would -
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Although 1 enjoyed it, it was
still a strain, making sure that

the children didn't tease the dog

or knock over the fern stand. It is

only since I've been a grand
mother myself that 1 realize it
probably was a strain for my

~ mother-intaw too, and I'm quite

sure now that she must have
breathed a sigh of relief when we
said goodbye.

However, 1 like to think I'm a
little smarter. When 1 have the
nearby families over, I have din-
ner at six, and by the time we've
eaten, and the children have had
a few games of hide-and-seek
(coming out from under the beds,
covered in dust balls) ... no grey
flannels and white ghirts here ..,
the mothers say that they' must

_be going as it will be bedtime
soon. I am quite happy to say

goodbye untll the next time, and
if it weren't for the disturbing
news- we hear constantly just
now, I would say that we live in a
more relaxed way.
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RCA 21" REMOTE CONTROL
- COLOURTYV

. msuunop-m ond Status Displays
* On-Screen Chonnel Number

* Pictura Resst

s Channelock™ Keyboard Control
* Frequency Synthesls (F5) Tuning
s Square-Cormer HI-Con™ Screen

* COTY Plcture Tube

- RCA ﬁ" ﬂmn@
TABLE MODEL RECEIVER
SPECIAL

*648.

'This 78~ Toble Model hos the followlng
features:
* 24-Bytion Remote Control

Prompts and Dhploys

CONSOLE
Model X28039TK — features a
traditional styling with
Troditional Oak $inish.
Model X16031TN —

sole Is high
Oak finish.

SPECIAL

RECEIVERS

The contem-
porary styling of this Xt-100 con-
fighted with a Tawny

These 28" console TVs have these features:

¢ Channelock Digltal Remaote Control

e 147-Channel Cable-Compatible

Tuner with Auto-Start A.utu-Tuning
®* On-Screen Prompts and Displays

REGA .m0

SPECIAL ‘323“"

RCA VHS VCR

®» O Screen Remote Control Progromming
» Dual VCR Conirol with AytoEdil'=

« § Event: | Year Progrommoble Tlmet

* VHS Index Seorch System

* Elopsad Time Counter Display

» Compatible With RCS TV Unifisd Remale

* Remote Operotes Compatible RCA TV

THE GREAI RCA
WINTEREVENLS

Tv SALES and
oWe SERVICE

GUARANTEED SERVICE

WITH ALL SALES
Diswe, 8T7-3405

14 WESLEYANSTREET
Just off Main Stroaet

Chanvmc Entertainment. Avam
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MAPLE LEAF
PASTRAMI

Sliced or Shaved
$N99

8./ 88°. 100 Gr.

COOKED HAM

Deli Sliced or Shaved

$399
8./ 44° - 100 Gr.

J
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PRIMO OVEN READY

LASAGNA

(No Boiling Required)
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SAVE %*

.LIPTONS NOODLES
& SAUCE

Assorted Sizes & Varieties

99:.....

SAVE &0°
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"“NEW YORK CUT"

STRIP LOIN
STEAK .

SKA9 |
641.5._/ *14.31 Kg.

WHOLE
STRIP LOIN

(Cut & Wrapped)

$49Ll /""-00 Kg

PRODUCT OF U.S.A.
- FLORIDA GROWN

WHITE or PINK

GRAPEFRUIT

*/*1.49
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*Values Effective Saturdoy, March 2 through Soturday, March 9, IWI

MOORE PARK PLAZA '
“pleagsure To Serve You"'..

 STORE
_HOURS

Mundw ta Friday 9:00 0.m..9:00 p.m.
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