Lifestyle:

CRTC REPORT

The portrayal of gender

OTTAWA - Men make up 70 per
cent of Canada’s population.
Housework and raising children
are women's activities. Most ex-
peris are men.

If you've been watching Cana-
dian television lately, those are
some of the implicit messages
you've received about the roles of
men and women in sociely, a re-
cent study has found.

And if you have children, they
are likely getting the same view
of the world from sitting in front
of the Saturday morning cartoons
while you sleepin.

If you're concerned about it,
the Canadian Radic-Television
and Telecommunications Com-
mission wants to hear from you.

The report, The Portrayal of
Gender in Canadian Broad-
casting, is based on an examina-
tion of television and radio pro-
gramming in 1988. Released in
{ate December, it is the Iatest
step in the CRTC's etforts to pro-
mote a more ‘‘positive and
realistic”’ treatment of women on
Canadian airwaves.

The CRTC is now asking for
public comments on the subject
as part of a review it will conduct
this year of its policies on sex-role
stereotyping on television and
radio.

Those politics are currently
based on voluntary guidelines
adopted by broadcasters and
advertisers in the early 1980s and
recently updated. In 1886,
however, the commission said
the initial experience with self-
regulation has been ‘‘only par-
tially successful and that further
action is necessary.”

INDUSTRY RESPONSE

One response from broad-
casters was to create the Cana-
dian Broadcast Standards Coun-
cil, which will begin working this
vear to monitor adherence to a
range of industry codes. The
council is composed of several
regional branches, each with
equal representation from broad-
casters and the pubiic.

The recently released study is a
follow-up to a 1985 report, done by
the same consultants, which ex-
amined sex roles in Canadian
broadcasting in 1984. The aim
was to see if much had changed,
ang it concludes that most (rends
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seen in 1984 were still evident in
1988.

“The four-vear period 1is
characterized much wmore by
stability than by change " the
authors conclude.

The only area in which women
had a consistently greater
presence in 1888 was in news pro-
gramming.

For instance, -appearances by
female news announcers made
up 39 per cent of the total on
English-language television in

1988, compared to 31 per cent in -

1984,

But men still dominated as ‘‘ex-
perts’’ interviewed for their
knowledge of particular topics -
only 15 per cent of such experts
were women - and as reporters
covering national or interna-
tional stories.

In television advertising, 85 per
cent of the voiceogvers were by
male announcers. Yet women ac-
tors were more often seen wear-
ing revealing attire than men
were, And in ads that showed
food being prepared or served,
women more often than not were
doing it. )

SOCIAL ROLES
The study also found Canadian

English-language drama pro-

grams to include far fewer
female characters than similar
shows from the Untied States,
Only 30 per cent of the characters
on Canadian programs were
women - up from 26 per cent in
1984 - while the figure was 40 per
cent on American shows.

Moreover, the social roles in
which f{emale characters out-
numbered males were all tradi-
tionally associated with women:
taking care of children, maintain-
ing a home and dealing with
family matters. Male actors were

Black Creek Village
open on weekends

Toronto - Both the Visitors Cen-

tre and Half Way House at Black
Creek Picneer Village will re-
main open, weekends only, from
Saturday, Jan. 12, to Sunday,
Mar. 3, 10a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
- Visitors can walk through the
village in wintertime, then warm
up at the Half Way House with
some mulled apple cider and
freshly baked cookies. The Half
Way House dining room will also
offer a winter menu throughout
this period of time. Upstairs in
the Half Way House balircom
thev can view a special 19th-
century fashion exhibit called
“Changing Shape of Fashion in
the 19th Century.”

A good way lto wrap up the day

THINGS TO BO
PLACES TO GO

The
W cGibbon Fotel

FOR YOUR LISTENING
AND DANCING PLEASURE!

79 MAINST.S.
877-3388

is by enjoying a horse-drawn
sleigh ride, weather permitting,
or an old-fashioned wagon ride.
Individual and group rides are
available during regular
operating hours. All group rides
are by reservation only.

This winter there wili be ne
skating in the Village. General
admission during the winter
season is $1 for adults and $.50 for
children from five to 15 years of
age.

used most often in roles invnlving
paid employment.

The same patterns were seen in
children’s cartoons, where more
than thre&quarters of all
characters were male.

The CRTC has set March 15 as
the deadline for written sugges-
tions on ways to ensure a more
balanced picture, If the last
round of public discussion is any
guide, however, the commission
isn’t likely to be flooded with sub-
missions. In 1986, only 16 in-
dividuals bothered to comment.

Home of The Best Couniry
Music For 25 Years!
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" THE BEST IN WEEKIY
-~ ENTERTAINMENT!

226 Queen St. E., Brampton
451-6000
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*TACO

*SOFT TACO

sBEEF BURRITO
*BURRITO SUPREME
*DOUBLE BEEF SUPREME

DELIVER
FREE!
to |
Georgetown

The University Women's Club of Georgetown

and

The Oakville Symphony Grchestra

An Evening of
Russian Music

present

’J

— featuring —
KATE REID narrating Peter & The Wolf
ARTHUR OZOLINS Piano Soloist

Saturday, January 19, 1991

John Elliott Theatre
COST: $18.00

Tickets are available from Young's Pharmacy and
The Hallmark Store.
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GEORGETOWN CINEMAS

235 GUELPH STREET - 873-1999

CINEMA 1 'LAST2 DAYS

. THIS IS A CHRISTMAS MOVIE ONLY
A GRINCH COULD HATE.”:

- fuchard Corhss, TIME MAGAIIN
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MATINEES
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 2 p.m. ONLY

CINEMA 2 6TH GREAT WEEK
“THE FUNNIEST MOVIE OF 1990!"

fam Whaley PRYS CIMIMA SHOWCALIE

"ITS THE FUNNIIST HOLIDAY MOVIE W6 YEARS...
NAPPY AND HYSTERICALLY HOMNT_
THERT'S HO PLACK LIKE ‘HOME ALOKE' POR THE HOLIDAYS!"
¥t Collins, WWOR-TY

““IIE.HINMI IS HILARIOWS ‘
YOu AND YOUE KIS WiLL LOWE AT
~Sefirey Lpvs, WPLE

"FIVE STARS omoom;-

~Awery Raskia WTY VAMODEAER

Aimur cuu.wr wnumml l-'ww

i-.'l"
e T o= L L T

Evenings 7:00 & 9:15 p.m.

WARNING
Mature Theme l-nrw May Offend

“ Evenings 7:00&9:15p.m.
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"'rnr. BEQTIRDMNTIC-
COMEDY OF THE YEAR”

- Daphre Damy, AMERICAN WOMAN

"TOTALLY CAPTIVATING. A SHIMMERING DELIGHT.”
- foanna Langlwld, 1S NETWORY

MERMAIDS

A LANDMARK PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLER
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ADMISSION: General $7.00
Children & Seniors $3.75
Tues. & Password Thurs. $§3.7%

THIS WEEK'S PASSWORD: "MERMAIDS"




