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legend 1o the present day, the stocking
continues to have an important place in
the tradition of gift-giving.

While 0o one can say for certain,
nmu}:l[ pcglg believe that the custom of
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A bishop in Asia Minor in the fourth
century A.D., Saint Nicholas is credited
;;thmlﬁdofﬁndmmd generos-
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"The bags fell fato their stocking,

ags iell into their stockings,
which were hung out to dry —an accident
of fate which was the starting point for a

Eight centuries later, the custom of

giving presents in the name of Saint Ni-
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Oliver saves
Christmas

A boy and a girl named Gage
and Cree lived in the North Pale
near Santaland but they did not
know it. | '

ey
Santaland. They met Mr, and
gﬁ;}lﬂam, their minfl?er : ii:g

ves. They especially

the one named Oliver. Gage and
Cree were told they could live in
Santaland umtil Christmas Eve,
- They hel make the presents
for the dren since Christmas
was just a few days away.

Oliver discovered a new toy in
Santa's w . Santa did not
like the toy because it looked like
it might hurt the children.

Oliver was insulted so he decid-
ed to go to the big city of Toronto.
He found a toy company named
Gun's R Us to manufacture the
toy. The toy sold well and makes
Oliver very rich. However, Santa
missed Oliver and wanted him to
come bhack to Sanisland and so
Santa set off to get Oliver. When
he arrived in Toronto no one
believed that he's Santa because
he was not wearing his-Santa suit.
When Santa finds Oliver he does
not want to leave Toronto
because he has made so much
money. Santa returned to San-
taland without Oliver. The night
before Christmas everybody in
Santaland was worried because
they needed Oliver to help Santa.
Oliver was the only elf that Santa
trusted.

Gage and Cree went to Toronto
and begged Oliver to come back
because if he didn't no kids would
get presents. So Qliver came
back and Christmas was saved.

By Natalie Tuitman
and Shannon Fosbury
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cholas came into being, when French
nuns began gi
poor families on r Sth, the Eve
of Saint Nicholas® Day.

These gifts, left secretly for the chil-
dren to enjoy, comptised the sorts of
treats,such as nuts and exotic fruits, that

during the rest of the year were beyond
th:ﬁ;ncum* f
custom of giving presents such-as

lh:sam lf:ld Saint Nichnlnsgt' lg‘ Eve spread and
t L arly in lum and
e Pﬂ'ﬁcul y in Belgi

There, children traditiopally left out
their wooden shoes, filled with carrots
and hay for Saint Nicholas" horses, be-
fé}m they went to bed nnm Nicholas’

ve. awoke morning,
with fodder for horses, but with small
toys and sweets. :
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shedow of the Pyrences, the children
wait ull the Eve of Three Kings Day to
set their shoes on the windowsiil, in
hopes that the traveling Magi will leave

sy

gifts to the children of -

them a gift.
Saint Nicholas, too, is a traveler, in a

- more figurative sense, for it is he who, by

the early years of the 19th century, had

crossed the Atlantic Ocean to America,

becoming Santa Claus along the way.
Meation is made of Santa Claus in a

r article as early as 1773 and,
by Iglg when the New York Historical
Society organized a Celebration of the
Festival of Seint Nicholas, not only Santa
Claus, but the stockings he traditionally
filled, had become commonplace.

It must be remembered, of course,
that New York, once New Amsterdam,
boasts Dutch roots. However, it was not a

Dutchman, but a man of Scottish ances-
try, Washington Irving, who really

brought Sapta Claus and his Christmas
stockings to the attention of the Amer-
ican public.

In his History of New York, writtien un-
der the pen name of Diedrich Knicker-
bocker, Irving mentinons not only Santa's
habit of “drawing forth magnificent
presents and dropping them down the
chimneys of his favorites,” but also how
stockings hung on Christmas Eve are
“found in the morning mysteriously
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Christmas stocking tradition steeped in history

filled.” :

It was left to Clement Clarke Moore,
diffident author of A Visir from Saint M-
cholas, to round out the picture, drawing
a portrait of Santa Claus which has re-
mained with us now for over 150 years,
and confirming in the annals of Christ-
mas merriment the tradition of putting
out stockings for Saint Nicholas to fill.

Today, Christmas stockings are stiil
“hung by the chimney with care,” though
they are more likely to be bought or
made for the purpose than simply one's
everyday, homespun hose.

Also, they are usually filled with gifis
more exotic or sophisticated than the tra-
ditional oranges, applcs and shiny
coins—or even the lumps of coal, the
customary reward of a child who has
misbchaved. And not only she children,
but mom, dad, cven Rover and Mittens
are likely to have one, making filling the
family’s stockings an increasing chal-
lenge to creativity.

Small toys are likely to a to cv-
eryone, young and old alike. The famly

chef may enjoy a few new culinary gad-

gets, and the family gardener some -
:1’]1 of seeds or ﬂ:’ new trowel., Ncwp;kh

ill appeal 10 the handyman, while raw-
hide strips and catnip-filled mice are sure
o tickle the fancy of four-legged friends.

Enco reading by stuffing each
smckinm a suitable book—and a
bookmark chosen especially for each
member of the family (the family pet can
safely be ignored on this round).

Hlnn:limnd: sﬂt?cting smi;_I::h:n are par-
ticularly appealing. il refty
hnncll::rclucg withspo.lg}mﬁ mgldptying
them up with satin or embroidered rib-
bons (this is even better if you make your
own potpourri, toof).

And, don't limit your stocking stuffing
to family members—eacourage every-
one to contribute gifts to stockings for
the less fortunate, pe inging them
to the children’s ward of a locat hospitsl.

Use your imaginatui?tﬁ every act of
thoughtful ity, all, rekindles
the spint u‘! iving which motivated Saint
Nicholas all thoso centuries ago, snd
makes the holiday scason not enjoy-
able but meaningful, as “uﬂlﬂy .
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