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Arts and Ideas

A Christmasremembered

By JOHN SOMMER

Some qlllEl‘. nights ago 1 woke
up and thought of a Christmas
over 60 years in the past. I will try
to write down what I remember.

The Dutch tile stove in the
nursery is spreading a cosy
warmth, and the sweet scent of
hot apples that wafts out of the
stove's warming box, is
mouthwatering, lce flowers grow

on the window panes, and with

their warm breath, two boys, ag-
ed three and nine, blow holes into
the thin layer of ice to watch whal
is happening in the farmyard out-
side and below.

Not much is happening, the
work on the farm has moved in-
doors. The yard is still and wlile
under the-thick blanket of winter,
In the nursery, a canary flies, a
swift, yellow dart of bright color,
from it’s open cage to the toy
chest and from there to it's
favorite resting place, the
shoulder of the older boy.

These two are insepa rable. The
nanny, in her chair cluse to the
stove, is knitting. Christmas is
only days away.

The faint music of sleighbells.

Through their spy holes the boys
see the big horse-drawn sleigh
with their parents dashing into
view. The older boy yells “‘hur-
ray, they are back”, and he
jumps away from the window and
races to the door, ""Close the door
after you,”" calls the nanny, and
the running boy shuts the door
with a BANG.
" The canary, who is always
following my brother only a yard
behind, gets caught by the door
and is instantly killed.

My brother is inconsolable. He
puts the small heap of blood and
feathers in a box and does not
part from it. He sits alone in his
room with the box in his hands
and is shaken by sobs not even
our nanny is able to stop.

Days later, on Christmas Eve,

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE .

The Bast Rockin’ Night Around
For Mare Info Cali

840-3251
8730437

"VIDEO PLUS

West of Georgetown Fruit Market

"BRING HOME A STAR"
NOW IN

* Dick Tracy

« Women & Man
Stortes of Seduction

« The Ewok Adventure

* Hobocop |l

Hwy. 7 & Winston Churchili
in Noraal, Ontaric

And Much, Much Morse!

877-4260

134 Gueiph St.. Unil 8
Georgelown, Ontano
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Wonton Soup
Hot & Sour Soup
Sweel & Sour Chicken Bail
So0 Guy
Cantonese Chow Mein
Cantonese Pork
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Sommer

IDEAS AND
THE ARTS

my parents decide to drive with
us to town in the afternoon, to
have a look at the Christmas
Fair. My brother refuses to go.
He is heartbroken and all the
ternptations of the world cannot
make him forget his beloved
companion.

We others bundle up in blankets |

and furs for the sleigh ride to
town. The two fine horses pull us
along smoothly. The crystal
sound of the bells puts a spell
over the land. The sun shines, the
snow is blindingly white, the
fdmiliar road becomes an avenue
of bliss, I am tucked in between
my parents. Flakes of snow blow
against my face and make it
tingle. Ahead of us rise the spires
of.the old town. Out of a hundred
chimneys, plumes of smoke
billow towards a very blue shy,

My father stables the horses in
the “Inn of the Golden -Lion™.
That done we walk around in a
bewildering miniature town of

stalls, criss-crossed by lanes,:

that fill the vast market square to
the bursting point.

I am surrounded by wonders
and do not know where to look
first,

A Punch and Judy show, a
carousel with children riding

]
‘4\\ KING 7

Hm;munnmz 3

10 MOUNTMNU[EW RD.
GEORGETOWN

877-5177-8

Wishing Ali Our Customers
A Very Merry Christmas,
From The Staff And
 Management of King Pizza

FREE FHEE FHEE

RESTAURANT

» 24
‘ ' ‘7 109 MAIN STREET SOUTH
GEORGETOWN, ONTARIO

of all you can eat Chinese Culsine
Bu FFET Friday, Saturday & Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Salad Bar, Shrimp, Beet, Ham & Park

Curry Chicken

Beel & Broceoli

Beaf Chop Suey
Beef - Mized Yegelables

880 Spare Ribs
Deep Fried Chicken Wings
$10.95 person — Children 1/2 price
Licenced Under L.L.B.O.

"When You Eat af Yong's We'll Pay The Tax™

Fast Take-Out & Delivery Service

= 877-5106-7 &

Jumbo Shrimps
Shrimp - Mized Vegs. & Peanut
Hot & Spicy Chicken Vegetable

Black Pepper Steak
Chicken Fried Rice
Assorted Desserts
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prancing horses, gingerbread in
all shapes, nutcraukers the carv-
ed figures of Mary and Joseph
and the child Jesus; toys in all

possible materiais, fantastic tree
decorations made of glass. A bar-

rel organ player with a monkey.
Sausages sizzle over open f{ires,
and large braziers are standing
here and there to warm traders
and customers alike.

And wonder of wonders, sbove
me, in the rafters of a stall close
to a brazier going full blast,
hangs a cage with a canary like
the one my brother is mourning
over. To me, that is a miracle.
How can there be another bird
like the lost one?

1 pull at my mother's skirt and
point to the bird in the cage. My
parents buy the bird and we take
it to the inn, Soon we go home,
with the cage safely hidden under
our covers. It is almost dark
when we get back to the farm. A
few deer that have assembled
around a feeding station in the
park, look up and watch the pass-
ing sleigh.

Later that night a bell sum-
mons the household to the liv-
ingroom, where an awesome tree
shines with the flickering light of
many candles. There are
presents, of course, but all I
remember is my brother’'s face
when he discovers the resur-
rected bird in it’s cage.

I sense, though I am very
young, how his aching heart is
mending. Since the terrible kill-
ing, remorse had darkened bhis
eyes,

Now they light up in anticipa-
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tion. He 1s returning to us from
his self-imposed exile.

LET US TREAT YOU
TO A TASTEFUL
HOLIDAY!

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

TRY OUR CONTINENTAL MENU

Dinner Entresas range from $8.95 t0 $10.85.
Lunches range from $3.95 10 $10.95 .

Home Made Fries
MNever Frozen

We Serve
Halibut. Cod Shamp. Onson Rings
Mushrooms, Chicken Fingess,
AND'MORL!

Children Size Qrders
DINE IN OR TAXE-QUT

OFE{N
Mon (De¢ Onty) ADORGE
Teri  Wed 1% )0 1gn

medalllons with s
asparagus tlps, crab meal, fopped 1 4 9 5
ol! with bernalse sauce. -
Theradny LRLE A -

Fimtyy 19 109 G0

SHiurdny 193106 17 LAMB

(W05ty ' z - SR Roast rack of lamb topped "with
Crusimas Dy Beaing Dag s 2 N -, i I maderis sauce
ag Mew frars Oap

Reservations For Large Groups
FAST TAKE-QUT

e 877-0239

Georgetown Marhet Place
Centre Alley

VEAL OSCAR

Sautoced

. OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE
73 Mam S[ S Lunch Mon.-Fr. 11:30-2:30

Georgetown, Ont. oneron- s 500530 @7 3.7 402

SHOP LOCALLY & WIN!!

LUCKY LICENCE NUMBER

HERE'S HOW TO WiIN- iF THIS IS YOUR NUMBER HEAD

STRAIGHT TO SUPER LUBE
Each week The Herald will select a licence 3
number from the parking lot of a different THIS WEEK’S NUMBER

Halton Hills retailer and publish that num-

ber in this feature. the owner of that
vehicle then has seven (7) days to claim
his her prize of a FREE Lube Lube, Qil and

—UP TO 5 LITRES
OF 10W30 OIL
—OIL FILTER

Filter.
PLAY THE GAME!
—LUBE (If Req’'d.)

WIN A LUBE, OIL & FILTER FROM

Y} SUPER LUBE .
5 Armstrong Ave. ——
theHERALD

IArmsizong & Mountamywe s N |
Home Newspaper of Hallon Hills — Establishad 1866




