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Composting of leaves and other scraps

-

By BARBARA HALSALL
It’s Not Garbage

Fall is a favourite season for
many people. If only we could keep
those beautiful leaves on the irees.
Unfortunately, they don’t last long
encugh. Yesterday, in my
backyard a gust of wind brought
leaves raining down arcund me.
Most of us wince al the idea of sen-
ding this good organic matter for
disposal. What can we do with
them after the kids have finished
jumping in the piles”

No burning, that's not good for
the environment. Town com-
posting has not yel started here.
although it has been working well
N many municipalities. What
other alternatives are there?

You can compost on your own
and have the benefits in vour
gatden next vear. The Town of
Halton Hills is taking applications
at the Civic Center for home com-
posters now, on a first come basis.
This is really a pood deal. The
retail cost of these composters is
$89 to $89. Because they were pur-
chased wholesale and the Ministry
of the Environment is picking up
half the cost. residents will only
have to pay $25. The demand for
the 500 available has been brisk. If
the Town has sold out by the time
you g6 to apply ask to be put on a
waiting list. Purchasers agree to
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With POWER

participate in follow-up studies.

[[ you have only a few bags of
leaves and you are driving south on
Trafalgar Road, vou could drop
them off at Scott Farms in Milton.
Turn west at Briltania Road. They
are on the left hand side hefore the
school. Dump your teaves in the
manure spreader.

I vou have a lot of trees like one
P.OW.E.R. member who has 13,
vou might consider a Leaf Eater.
The workings in this unt are
similar to a weed ealer and it can
be set to chop coarse. medium or
fine. It takes wet or dryv but works
better with dry leaves. The volume
s reduced from about six bags
down to one.

A mulecher/shredder  takes
leaves and branches up to three in-
ches in diameter. These unils are
more expensive but  could be
shared by relatives or neighbours.
They can also be rented at -Rent-
All. The chopped leaves can be
spread as a mulch in the garden or

around plants in the fall and turned
under in the spring. Some lawn
mowers have a built-in mulcher or
come with a mwulching attachment,
I have not seen one of these in
operation but you might want o
check it out.

l.eaves that have been chopped
decompose  much  faster. Com-
posting works best with Javers. Pul
in kitchen scraps. a layer of soil. a
layver of leaves, ete. Let's not wasle
this valuable organic matter.

The better informed we are the
better we can take care of our
planet. Don't miss the excellent en-
vironmental series. Race to Save
the Planet, with Meryl Streep on
Channel 17. This is a 10 part series
and TV course each Thursday
beginning (ct. 4th at 8 p.m. Since
vou may have missed the first
parl., you might want to take the
series which will be replaved two
parts per might 911 p.m. beginning
Sundav. October -7th to October
Hth. Saturdays at 6 p.m. beginning

- World Wildlife Fund
releases first report

Charging federal, provincial and
territorial governments with
“*dynamic inaction’”’ in their
stewardship of Canada's natural
heritage, World Wildlife Fund has
released the first annual progress
report on its Endangered Spaces
campaign, The report assesses
government
tecting wilderness areas during
the first year of the campaign.

Launched in 1983, the En-
dangered Spaces program is a ten-
year Initiative designed to ensure
that each of Canada’s 350 natural
regions is represented by a park or
other protected area. When com-
plete, this network of wilderness
reserves will constitute a template
of Canada’s ecological heritage.

“There has been much talk and
little action on the part of the
federal, provincial and territorial
ministries responsible for pro-

tected areas during this first year

of the Endangered "Spaces cam-
paign.”” Monte Hummel., President
of the World Wildlife Fund Canada.
said. "World Wildlife Fund and the
130 conservation orpanizations
participating in the campaipn are
wirking hard to build a partner-

ship with government to complete

a national petwork of protected

f

performance in pro-*

.ing. the report

areas by the vear 2000. To date
however, only the federal jurisdic-
tion is committed to completing
the National Park system by the
vear 2000 and that commitment
has vet to be turned into positive
achion steps. We badly need the
province and territories to commit
to and implement system plans for
parks and other protected areas.””

While politicians may be dawdl-
reveals that the
public has moved quickly 1o ex-
press its support for the En-
dangered Spaces goals. The
organizations participating in the
campaign represent the large
coalition ever assembled around a
Canadian environmental concem,
Further. more than 140,000 Cana-
dians have signed The Canadian
Wilderness Charter. the mission
statement of the campaign. In ad-
dition. more than 20,000 copies of
the book Endangered Spaces: The
Future for Canada’s Wilderness
have been purchased

While criticial of the slow pace of
governments, WWEFE  did  con-
gratulate  some jurisdictions for
their deciston to protect kev areas
during the past nine months, These
include the Government of New-
foundland for its decision to create

the Bay du Nord Wilderness
Reserve. the federal and Quebec
governments for their agreement
Lo protect the ol
Lawrence/Saguenay River
estuary with its endangered beluga
whales: the government of Quebec
for 1ts decision to reserve more
than 3.5 million hectares of lands
and walers for future parks: and
Ontario for protecting Toronto's
Rouge River Valley,

“These actions are commen-
dable.” said Monte Humme!, “and
WWE  has identified additional
priority sites for protection in each
jurisdiction. However, the primary
focus for the coming year of the
Endangered Spaces campaign will
be to obtain government com-
mitments to complete their respec-
tive networks of protected areas by
the year 2000."
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makes for a healthier planet

on October 13th Channel 17 will
have a program called Environ-
ment "90. This program will in-
clude interviews with prominent
environmentalists. Teachers
might find these useful.

POWER's next big social
event will be a Halloween Dance on
October 26th. Start thinking about
costume ideas. Members wishing
to sell fickets should call Ruth at
853-1328 or David at 877-1780.
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NEXT CLASS
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ATTENTION TRAVELLERS

The New Fall Brochures are finally
here with great savings on the
latest Fall and Winter Packages.

Stop in today and pick up

your FREE copy!
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235 GUELPH STREET
GEORGETOWN

877-0103

SILKY TERRIER
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#1 PET CENTRES
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NO. 1 PET LENTRES « Maoare Park Plaza, Georgetown -873-2666 « Heartlake Town Centre, 180 Sandlewood Pkwy., Brampton - 840-4587 « And Over 21 Other Stores Across Southern Ontario
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