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Rail policy questioned

TORONTO - Airlines are raising
their prices because of rising fuel

costs. People may soon be wishing IN SUPFORT... TOBE SEMED. ¢
they could take the train instead. {
But our short-sighted federal B e ;
government shelved transcon- . Dianne
tinental rail service in favor of Mﬂ'E
planes, trucks and cars. Current V
events in the Middle East show Yous Business .
what a mistake this was. ThoRea et
Indeed, Via Rail isf said to be br- 7
inging back some of the routes it 550
cut in ﬂnttieriu.r:gly plitmdrql];pﬁﬂi R
them in . i a
mysterydngls it too late to lretl;ink ) CAlLl
our nati transportation policy? — : f
Let's look at what is happening, _ The airline industry has been |  RAN LINESIN THATS THE MAIN CP TALKS IN (KA
Automakers have not done much  ~armung of big fare increases for B.C AHE Ngw HJSHINGIT CN RA“. ”NES THE FE %GKE C;FF
since the 1979 energy crisis to SOM€ time. The effect of non- - _ e
make it chedber 16 drive:a ear: The business travel could be dramalic. BEH‘ND \NDIAN A er.E.- lN DN“F\!UPBE mUST tT \“D!ANS
fail in oil PI?I?ES in the mid-1a80s Lravel within Canada already is EHPIH‘CHDES NOW BWU(ED SOON! mme STBIKE'
dispelled the crisis atmosphere expensive, with the exception of ‘ - ' RA“_ LINES '
and allowed the industry to sink in- the occasional seat sales. If fares ’ :
lo complacency  Big cars grew in  Tise much further, it will be dif- : 4 Iy
popularity again ficult for people to visit relatives in

Even a modes! car is expensive
to mun. A motorist would have to
pay &5 a month to own and
operate a Ford Tempo, a recent
study by "~ Runzheimer
Canada . for the Canadian
Automobile Association shows.
That does npot include an an-

Price is one factor arguing in
favor of trains. Pollution isl'
another. Arguing against a reviva
of Via Ralil is the fact that few peo-
ple used it. That could change if air
fares and gasoline prices rise.

Berry'’s World
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other parts of the country.

It is not too late - or teo soon - to
restore Via Rail service. With
perseverance, we could end up
with a new, improved rail
passenger system. Chances are,
though, that nothing will be done.
Ottawa will point to its mounting

the folks were in the Dirty 30's.
Back then, the unempioyed could
ride the rails from town to town
looking for work. If depression
strikes in the 1990s, there will be
few rails toride.
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variations on the -5ame theme that
the Kuwaiti government isn’t real-
ly legitimate,

Some go further, suggesting
outright that, if the Kuwaitis didn’t
quite deserve the Iraqi occupation,

at least they bear partial respon-

* gibility for the crisis. After all, they

were pumping oil in excess of
OPEC quotas, -thereby driving
down the- price and hurting Iragi
income.

Subsidiary negative themes ac-
cuse the Kuwaitis of not sharing
their oil wealth, but stashing it in
“Swiss bank accounts.” They are
also a ‘‘feudal’” society, not
“modern” and ‘‘progressive” like
Iraq in matters such as health,
education and women's rights. And
besides, they were ‘'British-
created” and really belong to Iraq.

SURROGATE TARGET
Frankly, there is something
deeply offensive about this kind of
reasoning. And a little puzzling -
uniess Kuwail is simply a swr-
rogate target for the real enemy,
the U.S.

It seems as if the existence of
Kuwait can be made questionable
and if Iraqi actions can be made al

GOTTA
TIAKE. THER
POINT...

SR N o
BLOCKED BY

Amnesty International considered

were unjustly imprisoned in

. Kuwait to the thousands in Iraqi

jails,, and Saddam’s bombing,
gassing and shooting of whole
towns and villages inside his own
country.

It's noticeable that Saddam Hus-

sein won power in 1979 through a
conspiracy, and immediately
massacred his opponents, This is
waht Stewart calls a political par-
ty. The Iraq that Saddam rules, in-
cidentally, was far more a British
creation (in 1920) than Kuwait.

The Al Sabah family has ruled
Kuwait continuously since the
16008, even when nominatly under
first the Turkish and then British
protection. On at least two occa-
sions, it was the Sabah who gave
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ticipated rise in gasoline prices. deficit. E b d - ll ]
g - Kuwalit battered on all sides
With a rise in gas prices likely, Ottawa’s problems are of its own ; :
automakers fear their aiready making. Unfortunately, politicians TORONTO - Poor Kuwait. the Saudi royal family sanctuary
dismal sales will slip further. are making problems for the rest Not only does the couniry get during 200 years of civil war in ad-
’ ; —_— : of us. We're in dept up to our ears, overrun by the Iraqi army, but jacent Arabia. |
= Meanwhile, airline executives our interest rates are among the countless Western commentators In fact, hg most any comparison,
[ say the cost of jet fuel has risen 25 highest in the world, after subtrac-  have since added insult to injury. Derek the easy-going family-run welfare
per cent since Iraq invaded ting inflation, and our economy is ‘“The nation is run by a sheik, ere state that was Kuwait (even
Kuwait. Air fares already were grinding toa painful hait. who has even less claim to power, Nelson houses were free for citizens), was
poised to increase because of in democratic terms, than Saddam Worid Affairs a superior place to live than the
lessened competition in the in- Chances are we will escape Hussein himself - at least he is Anatys! ‘Arab socialist” dictatorship of
1 dustry. The fuel price rise could serious recession, (that's an head of a (political) party,” is how P Saddam Hussein’s Iraq.
push them out of reach of some eyphemism for depression). But if Canadian commentator Walter il ©° INTOWEAPONS
people. depression comes, -and come it  Stewart putit. Irag is broke not because Kuwait
might, we will be even poorer than Other analysts have played - was selling too much oil (and what

if it was? - it is Kuwait's oil), but
because Iraq has most of
-its oil wealth into weapons of war.

Kuwait, ‘meanwhile, has in-
vested much of its profits in the
Western world (not *‘Swiss bank
accounts’), aiming for a steady
cash return from those in-
vestments in the days after the oil
runs -out. For such foresight,
Kuwait should be punished?

- It was no accident that the Iraqis
couldn’t find a single Kuwaliti of
note to serve in the puppet govern-

- ment they set up, and which lasted

only a couple of days prior to Iraqi
annexation,

There are many reasons for op-
posing Saddam’s conquest. There
are a few for allowing it to go un-

challenged - but one of those isn't

and shouldn't be any moral am-
biguity about Kuwait's right to ex-
1st,
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WITH OR WITHOUT
You can read without writing
Without reading - you
can't write.
You can look without seeing

For that little boy of mine
Oh. the sun has gol to shine
He goes of f to schoel cach day

And his work should be like

least partially supportable, then Without looking - you can't see. play
:EEE:;:Q;;";;E;?E e US role can be called into You can listen without hearing Must be happy and wear ¢
R Geskion, Without listening - you smile
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Stewart illustrates this nicely:
He called the U.S. military build-

can't hear.
You can feel withoul touching

Without feeling - why touch?

If his life is to be worth while
Should have love grow in his
mind

2iziiaiss | up the action of a “‘bully.” While he ‘
conceded Saddam’s actions were :'V‘::lhfl:t: :“:E ""':Ih:h'::‘:l‘:;‘““g 1€ he Is to grow up kind
| e EA PONS . “blatant international aggres- | % & avey Weuld like to do things for you
. : 200, .l.'.IE lat;ﬂwlf:d mthf s You can recelve without giving When a boy, B'd like them too
\ response more of the Same. Without receiving - you There are things in life to do
It's true that Kuwait Isn't a can't give. Live nlife that’s good and tree
Western-style democracy. But You can love without hating Oh, that little bay of mine
then, no Arab land is or is ever like- Without loving - you won't hate. tHe does make the sun to shine
%@m,}_s ly to be, given the power and im- You can leave without golng On Lhls world we have tostay
o portance of family and clan rela- " Without l€aving - you can't go. Make the best of every day
@ 1990 by NEA, Inc. As in it nd wind
. tionships over interest group You can live without me 8 in life we Lwista
“Who loves ya, baby?'' politics. - Without you - [ don't know., There's a job for you te lind,
anyone can compare the 4¢ people - Acten. Limehouse
t
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