Sheridan College report reveals
Job barriers still exist for women

By LISARUTLEDGE

The Herald 4
Significant barriers exist for
women wanting to enter or re-
enter the work force, a Sheridan
College report on the education,
employment and training needs of
women in Halton reveals.

Halton’s Social Service Depart-
ment intends to use the report to
further the planning and develop-
ment of regional employment pro-
grams to meet the needs of Halton
women trying to access the job
market, said Acting Commis-
sioner, Karen Chan.

Sheridan’s Burlington Campus
Chairperson and research project
supervisor, Shirley Adams, said
financial resources and unsuc-
cessful training program promo-
tions are strong prohibitors for
women re-entering the work force.

One of the factors initiating the
study was low enrolment rates at
Sheridan College’s employment
and education wupgrade courses,
many of which target women on
social assistance, said Mrs.
Adams, For example, the Burl-
ington eampus offers electronic of-
fice skills, career planning, math
and English upgrades.

“We have difficulty filling those
program which are geared for peo-
ple on social assistance,” she said.
“We can’t get the message out
there.”

Based on 536 women. the four-
month survey indicated women on
social assistance want to obtain the
skills necessary to obtain profes-
sional positions, to manage their
own business or to gain secretarial
positions.

However, the report also reveal-
ed that a *“‘lack of resources is the
most important barrier perceived
to impede further employment or
education.” Forty per cent of
women mentioned insufficient
resources as a main barrier to
upgrading education and training.

Twenty per cent of those who men--

tioned it said poor resources were
the sole reason for the inability to
upgrade skills, The report also
identified a lack of both subsidized
and unsubsidized day care
facilities. .

The region offers several
employment programs for women
who receive financial assistance.
However, Mrs. Adams explained
that many of the women who could
benefit from the program ‘‘are
quite often the ones who lend net to
be great readers” and do not fully
understand the promotions.

Regionai employment
assistance programs such as IN
STEP and ON TRACK were known
to about 34 per cent of women
surveyed. About 32 per cent of
- those surveyed knew of the Halton
Board of Education’'s adult learn-
ing programs, 29 per cent were
aware of government sponsored
programs, the report indicates.

Mrs. Adams stresses the im-

Developers submit
Mill St. plan

The same developers behind the
proposal to build two 15-storey con-
dominiums on Maple Avenue in
Georgetown have submitted draw-
ings to the town outlining an idea
for condomimium and commercial
space on the site of the old Halton
Hills Hydrowbuilding on Mill Street
in Georgetown.

One proposal calls for the bottom
floor of a development to house
commercial and retail space and
the top floors to be occupied by
condominiums, said Tem Zupet,
the vice-president of Zupet and
Associates.

The other proposal calls for a
similar but bigger complex that
would include a parking garage at
the back for town use, he said.

The town's Deputy Planning
Director, Bruce Maclean, said the
planning department hasn’t
started working on the proposal
because no formal application has
been made. But he did say he has
had preliminary talks with the
developers about the ideas.

Mr. Zupet said the company is
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portance of the regular contact
between social workers and their
clients. Workers can refer welfare
recipients to skill upgrading . pro-
grams, said Mrs. Adams, adding
that she realizes social workers
have heavy caseloads.

Recruiting women to the col-
lege's courses is difficult because
putting advertisements in the
paper is fine but it may not be
enough, Mrs. Adams said.

Sandra Welch, Halton Social Ser-
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vices Supervisor of Income
Maintenance, said to inform the
public of available education and
training courses it takes
marketing methods of all types in-
inserts and in-
formation sessions.

Women surveyed said to take ad-
vantage of a job opportunity they
would need assistance in daycare,
information on employment op-
portunities, improved job skills
and higher wages and improved
working hours.
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Toy Town Troupers
search for treasure

Don’t miss this theatre production when Toy Town Troupers search
for treasure in The Mystery of Qak Island. Help the heroes try to find
out who buried the loot and how to get it. | |

Is the treasure a pirate booly of gold and silver or could it be
something else? Was it Aztec or Inca indians that buried it there? Or
was il early French settlers? Join us and we’ll get to the bottom of the
mystery of Qak Island.

Georgetown Branch - Wednesday, August 8, 10:00a.m.

Acton Branch - Friday, August 10, 10:00a.m.

Tickets available at the circulation desk, $3.00.

Sponsored by Halton Hills Public Libraries with the assistance of the
Outreach Ontario program of the Ministry of Culture and Cormnmunica-
tions, the Ontario Arts Council, and the Southern Ontario Library Ser-
vice.

“I'lost 110 Ibs. and kept it off with Nutri/System.

Now my husband is seeing a new woman.
MeY

"l teel I'm a much happier, healthier,
more caring person — my husband
agrees and I'm going to stay
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this way forever,

I couldn’t have done it without
Nutri/System. They helped me
discover my problem — when | was
bored, | would eat, Once I learned
that, it wasn't a problem anymore.
I was able to lose weight and
keep it off for 6 months.
Now the romance is back in

my marriage. My husband

and ! just renewed our

vows. It's like being a

newlywed again.”
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Our Comprehensive
Weight Loss Program
Will Help Over ONE MILLION

It includes:

Clients This Year!

® Safe, easy and permanen

weight loss.

Professional Supervision

No calorie counting
No gimmicks

QOur cifent,
Nancy Mecozzi
lost 170 Ibs.

OVER 1,700 CENTRES WORLDWIDE

nutri/system’

weight loss centres

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY

3 WEEKS
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Call Today For A FREE No-Obligation Consultation

GEORGETOWN ORANGEVILLE

GEORGETOWN MARKET PLACE
290 GUELPH STREET

873-1900 =~  942-3500
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and_vidoss. Offer ralid at pacticipating comtres. Now clisnty snly.
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