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Get involved

By JOHN ALEXANDER
Caledon Councillor, Member
of Niagara Escarpment
Commission

Protect the environment by
becoming involved.

Since entering the municipal
political arena some 7 years ago,
as an_ elected _representative, I
grow more impressed with the
ability of residents to express con-
cerns, particularly those of en-
vironmental and ecological im-
portance.

In my own community in
Caledon and along .the Niagara
Escarpment, residents are asking
questions, doing research and
presenting valued opinions when
development is proposed for a
given area. ;

No longer can outsiders ride into
town, pick up a million or so and
leave in the night.

One of the major leading ex-
amples of “‘people power” is found
in the implementation of the
Niagara Escarpment Plan. The
following paragraphs are taken
from an article which appeared in
the Journal of Seil and Water Con-
servation, and which ciearly
focuses the intensity of people who
know when they are on to a good
thing.

“Competing land use demands in
densely populated southern On-
tario, coupled with a growing
awareness of the province's
diminishing natural environment,

helped spark widespread concern

about the future of the Nlagara
Escarpment.’’

**The Ontario government

ponded to the public concemn
about Jand use in the escarpment
area in 1967 when it commissioned
a study by Len Gertler, a well
known planner and professor at the
Universily of Waterloo.”

“In the late 1960s and early
1970s, land use conflicts emerged
along the Niagara ~Escarpment
between the extraction of ag-
gregate resources and rural
residential and recreational uses.
Some provincial action was
necessary to license agpgregate ex-
traction.”

*‘Much private and public land
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was connected by the Bruce Trail.
This hiking trail, developed by a
private non-profit agency (The
Bruce Trail Association) is similar
to the Appalachian Trail. Trail
users became strong advocates of
further escarpment protections
through provincial action.

Efforts during this same period
by the International Biological
Program and various naturalist
groups also attracted attention to
the Niagara Escarpment as a uni-
que botanical and biological
resource,"

“Many groups associated with
these and related objectives began
to see preparation and implemen-
tation of an escarpment plan as an
extension of their environmental
agenda.”’

There is no question that people
do have a say in the process and
any government or develgper that
does not recognize this is in deep
trouble.

It is hoped there will be less con-
frontation between government,
developers and local residents
when it comes to compatible en-
vironmental/ecological land use
planning and that all will respect,
the delicate balance which is try-
ing to be maintained in managing
growth within our special com-
munities.

Lastly, it's very rewarding to me
to continually see examples of
‘‘people power.” In my own com-
munity of Caledon, Belfountain
residents raised about $60,000
locally, to fight a proposed 73-lot
subdivision. In the
Cataract, residents are continuing
a 16-year battle on a proposed 40-
lot plan of subdivision and recent-
ly, in three or four days, the
residents of Alton delivered over
150 individual letters oppesing a
proposed nearby new gravel pit,
while residents from across
Caledon staged very effective
presentations indicating their con-
cern as to rising property taxes.

In essence, there are proper
places to do things and in this so-
called enlightened age we shouid
finally abandon the idea that
square pegs will fit into round
holes, -
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ALL PEOPLES CHURCH
DELIVERANCE CENTRE

41 Finchgate bivd., Bramaleg
(S.W. corner Finchgate Hwy. 7)

e Bible Study
» Worship » Deliverance

Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 8:00 p ™.

We Provide:
—Children’s Churgh
—HNursery Service
English-to-Italian translation

Pastor: George A. LeRoy
792-2176
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In the year ahead you should begin to
aexperience an improvement in your fi-
nancial trends. In tact, you might even
be able 1o get some of the things you've
been wanting, but fell you couldn't
aftord.
CANCER (June 21-July 22) Today you
might meal someone new of the oppo-
site gender but you may not be initially
impressed. However, this Is & person
you could grow to llke, so don't jump to
conclusions, Know where 1o look for ro-
mance and you'll find It
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) Desire is a very
powerful motivating force within you to-
day. !t there Is something speclal you
want strongly enough, you'll figure out a
way lo get it,
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22} When you
make an entrance today your charisma
will have a favorable affect on everyone
present. You won't attempl 10 do so
consciously, but il will still happen.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Set your
sights a notch or iwo higher today
where your parsanal ambitlous are con-
cerned. You're a goad achievement cy-
cie and you might be ahle 1o accomplish
things al! which you cnulda‘t succeed
previously.
SCORPIO {Oct. 28-Nov. 22) Il will be ol
imporiance 10 you today to see that ev-
eryone with whom you're involved is
treated fairly. People about whom
you're concerned will he agually as pro-
tective of you. )
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)
There’'s a possibility you might work out
an arrangemaent with another today that
could prove to be rather rewarding,
even though you might play only a mi-
nor role.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Special
alliances in which you enter at this time
have good chances for success, espe-
cially if you get involved with someone
energetic who is slightly younger than
you.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) Endeav-
ors thal require Imaginatlon and an ar-
tistic touch should be your cup of tea to-
day. Instead of just watching TV use
your gifts productive.
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20} Things
should work out to your ultimate advan-
tage today, provided you don't watlie it
you encounler a little oppaosition. Keep
a stifl upper lip and move forward with
victory in mind.
ARIES (March 21-April 19) When shop-
ping today don't be too hasty about
paying the sticker price, especlafly far
large household appliances. Checking
prices from several sources could save
yOou money.
20-May 20) Ewven
though you'll have all the right words te-
day, others will not consider you ghb.
Friends who tisten clusely to what you
say will know it comes from the bottom
of your heart.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) Someone
close to you might poke a nose into your
financial affairs today, but don't be un-
duly alarmed. This person will be look-
ing only for profitable possibilities
you've ignored.
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Be prepared!

1 feel like we are about to put our house on the market! The
“bees” have been really busy, tending the garden, getting the land-

" scaping in order, attending to little details inside, *and-in general,

just getting the house in ship shape as best as we can for the mo-
ment, However, I hasten to assure you that, we are not selling, but
only preparing for the arrival of hubby's parents from England!
Naturally, when company's coming, one sets the wheels in motion
to have everything looking it’s best, but when the parents decide to
visit frorn abroad, “batten down the halches' is a familiar cry
from most people. As we have a relatively new home (jusl one year
old), we have much to do to get things in shape for the dis¢erning
eye of Mom and Pop. | have a panic about things inside, and my
hubby has a heart attack about the oulside. S0 you can see, between
us, we are going crazy! I must tell you however, that if you are
anything like us, it sometimes takes the occurance of a family visit
o get you moving on the projects, that are sometimes put on the
back burner, Like many of you, we are house-proud, and we do
want things to look at nice as possible for our visitors. This is not
unlike I have been reporting to you over the past years, that first
impressions are lasting ones, and when your house is going on the
market, you pull out the stops, and get things in order - fast.

. I am sure, that we hardly ever sign up a listing, where we don't

hear from the vendor, that there are “‘a few things they'd like to do,

before the house hits the markel.” Naturally, life constantly deals
us more jobs than we have time for on a daily basis, so, frequently,
we must put the little detailet jobs of eye appeal low on the list.

What a wonderful feeling of accomplishment it is to see the
results of a little bit of rushing about to get things done. Suddenly,
the house takes on a whole new lock, and the resulls are dramatie,
Most things are not all that costly, lik a few more plantings in the
garden, some paint and wallpaper, some indoor plunts, and extra
some organizing that one puts off.

It is the first impressions that are so lasting in this profession,
and don't ever think that it can be turned around, for if a prospec-
tive buyer is searching oul homes in your price range, you can be
assured that they will only enter through your front door ence, and
if the feeling is not positive, you will never see them on the doorstep
again. 5o, this column is only to tell you that, if you have company
coming, i1t could be a blessing in disguise, for it will surely make
you hit those overdue projects, and it will also get things done that
will give your home eye appeal, for now and for many months into
the future. One never knows what is around the corner,

May your summer guests be as welcome as mine are this year -
and may your sweat be matched many times over, with laughter

and joy.

“Homes Sold Creatively”

Glenda Hughes is a Sales Representative with NRS Brand Realty
in Georgelown,
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TUES. to FRI. 11:30-2:30
Come in & try our Cold Luncheon Plate.

118 Guelph St.
Georgetown

- 873-1409
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