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Adjustments

By John Grabowski

Baseball, despite its emphasis on

~ tradition, can't halt evolutida.

Arfificial turf, domed stadiums and
free agency are some of the modern
changes that, for better or worse,
have affected the game. .

Another key development has been
the decline through the years of com-
plete games by starting pitchers, The
complete game is slowly, but steadily
going the way of the dodo. Why? It has
to do with the emergence of lively
baseballs, relief specialists and, more
recently, designated hitters.

It's safe to predict there will be
fewer complete games hurléd in the
1980s than in any other decade.

The number of complete games

pitched in the majors from .190%-

through 1909 was 16,972. Since then,

however, the totals have been: 1910- °

19 — 13,691; 1920-29 — 12,233; 1930-
39 — 10,980; 1940-49 — 10,555; 1950-
99 — 8,290; 1960-69 — 8,053; 1970-79
— 10,039; and 1980-89 - 6,349.

As you can see, the total fell in ev-
ery decade except the 1970s. That blip
in the curve is explained by the arriv-
al of the designated hitter in the
American League. Due to expansion,
meanwhile, there were also more
complete games tossed in the Nation-
al League in the 1970s than in the
1960s. -

However, the percentage, of com-
plete games tossed by'NL pitchers ac-
tually drop to 22.5 in the 19705 —
from 27.1 in the 1960s. Meanwhile,
thanks to the DH, the percentage of
complete games in the AL roseto 28.0
in the '70s — from 23.4 in the 1960s.
This marked the only percentage in-
crease in either league in a succeed-
ing decade. e

Last season was the all-time low
for compiete games — only 483 were
tossed in the NL and AL combined.

That's 27 fewer than the previous re-

cord, which was set during the strike-

™

Complete:games:in the:1980s:
"'Il Year NL AL Total |-
| 1980 307 549 856
1981 176 334 510
1982 289 445 734 |-
| 19083 276 459 745 |
| 1984 234 398 632
1985 267 360 627
1986 224 355 579
1987 189 372 561

1988 270 352 622

1589 218 265 483
{Note: 1981 was a sirike-shariened season) .
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shortened 1981 season. (Just 1,394
games were played in 1981; a total of
2,106 were played in 1989.)

The overall figures are dramatic:
The American League percentage of
complete games has dropped from

- 78.5 in the 1901-09 era to 17.8 in 1980-

89. The figures- for the National

League are even more pronounced: -
~from 79.1 percent (1901-09) to 13.1
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As little as 10 years can make a big
difference in the game of baseball.

The major-league leader in com-.
plete games in 1980 was Rick Lang-
ford of Oakland. He had a total of 28.
Last year, only one major-league
tearn had more than 28 complete
games — California’s pitchers had 32.

» As the number of complete games
has dropped, the number of saves ob-
viously has risen. This is the era of the
relief ace.

Although saves were not officially
introduced until 1969, they have been
calculated retroactively by research-
ers — and they are credited as such in
today's baseball record books.

By decade, these are the totals in
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Complete games vanishing - -

needed as baseba

the major leagues for saves: 1901-09
— 605; 1910-19 — 1,459; 1920-29 —

1,817, 1930-38 — 2,176, 1940-49 — -
2,425; 1950-59 — 3.465; 1960-69 —

2,1;0; 1970-79 — 7,477; and 1980-89 —
79, : Y _
Thus, as the rate of complete
games in the majors has fallen from
nearly 79 percent in the first decade
of the century to 18 percent. in the
1880s, the rate of saves has risen from
less than 3 percent to 23 percent. .
e Do you know who Jack Tayler
was? He could finish what he started.

Taylor, a hardy right-hander who

pitched for the St. Louis Cardinals, set -

a record in 1904 that will never be
broken. .
He hurled a total of 39 complete
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SPORTS CALENDAR

ATTENTION ALL SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS |
lo Place Your Upcom:ng EVENT or Post Your RESULTS
Phonp Colin Gibson Sportsiine 877-2201 or Fax 877-4560

SATURDAY

Hockey
Acton House League Hockey Association year-end banquet at Acton
Legion. Banquet starls at 12 noon, presentations and awards at 1:30

p.m.

SUNDAY

_ Equesirian Competition
Combined Twe Phase Dressage and Stadium Jumping competition
at Georgetown DNMyrddin Stables located one mile west of Trafaigar
Road on the south side of 17 Sideroad=All day event.

SOCCER .
Georgetown Youth Soccer Club winter soccer school at Georgetown
District High Schoel. Sessions run from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. through
May 13. Coaches welcome to attend. For more infurmation contact:

George Baines, 877-5573; Bill Harrison, 877-4501: Isobel McNeily,
873-1071 or Paul Stubbins, 877-2692. : .
SOCCER

Acton Minor Soccer Association conditioning sessions at McKenzie-
fmith School gymnasium, 7-8 yrs., 1-1:45 p.m.; 9-11 yrs., 1:45-2:30
p.m.; 15 yrs. and over, 3:15-44 p.m. Running shoes required, no soccer
shoes. Free admission. For more information contact Steve Bailey,

853-3866 or Paul Hill, 853-1834.

MONDAY

BRIDGE :
Duplicate Bridge, open competition. Starting at 1 pm. at
Georgetown Royal Canadian Legion Branch 120 on Mill Street.
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games in a row, for a string of 352 in-
nings without being relieved. By the
way, he also pitched in pelief twice
during his streak of complete games
as a starter. | |

Taylor wound up the season with a
21-19 record and an ERA of 2.22. His

total of 39 complete games was the
. best in the National League that year.
- - = The 1980 season may very well be

the first in which a pitcher leads a
major league in complete games
without reaching double fi . The

~ lowest league-ieading total ever for

complete games was 10 — set in the
National gue last year by Tim

Belcher of Los Angeles and Bruce

Hurst of San Diego. -
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