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' Tune-ups recommended ever
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'In the desire to keep their cars in top
condition, de-it-yourselfers tend to need-
lessly replace spark plugs well before the
recommended mileage interval. Yet
other il;l}ortant tuneuwp parts are often
neglected when replacement is recom-
mended,” says Lee Taylor, Marketing
Manager for Standard Motor Products,
the leading supplier of replacement igni-
lion-and engine control parts to automo-
live service professionals.

For reliable performance with mod-
crn, high-voltage ignition systems, spark
plugs, distibutor caps, rotors, and pl
wires should all be replaced a BH,OCL%
mile intervals, Taylor says. According to
Taylor, replacing these parts can prevent
;'ﬂm:: of the following performance prob-
ens: "

* Erratic idle and hesitation;

* Poor fuel economy:

* Erratic shifting with automatic
transmissions;

* Loss of power at high RPMs:

* Failure to pass emissions inspection.

The toll of engine heat

“Engine heat is the main reason why
plug wires in particular, as well as distrib-
utor caps and rotors, should be replaced
every 30,000 miles,” Taylor explains.
“Plug wires are usually close to exhaust
manifoids, where they get baked pretty
badly,” he adds.

“Also, to satisfy emission standards,
norimal engine operating temperatures
have increased to around 220 degrees for
Jater model cars. The trend o dawn-
sized cur. has just concentrated this heat
in a smaller area under the hood,” he
notes.

“Under these conditions, it's remark-
able that modern ignition components
can handle the onslaught of electrical
surges at 20,000 volts or more and still
perform well for 30,000 miles.™

TEST YOUR AUTO
KNOWHOW BY
TAKING THE CAR
CARE QUIZ

A lile knowledge abouwt the care of
your car ¢uan po a long way loward saving
roney and avoiding the inconvenience of
4 breakdown. [n the following questions,
Car Care Council has included several
basic points 10 be remembered in the
care and use of one’s car. Answers follow
the guiz.

I. When an engine overheuts it can
damage the: (a) valves; (b} heater: (c) dil-
ferential; {d) transmission; (c) alternator.

2 Tire pressure is alfected most fre-
quently by: (a) temperature change: (b)
speed, () wheel balance: (d) valve leaks:
(e} tread wear.

3. When you get your car tuned up you
are hikely to: (a) have the banery re-
placed. (b) see an improvement in yous
gus mileage: (¢} hear less valve noise: (d)
el new spark plugs; (¢) notice fewes
squeaks and rautles.

Answers to car care guiz:

1. (a} and (d} are correct. Overheating
can burn valves, among other internal
engine parts. The transmission also can
be damaged because it is cooled from the
congine cooling system.

2. ta) and (d) are correct, Tire pressure
changes one pound for every 1en degree
change in wir emperature  Trre valve
also can be a source of leaks and shoul
be replaced when new tires are instatted
Note: Incorrect tire pressure greatly in
creases tire wear, insuffictent pressure af
fects gas mileage.

3. (b} and (d) are correct. A car that
needs a tune-up generally improves fuel
ceonomy wen percent or more. Starting
dependabitity, performance and exhaust
cmissions also are improved. New spark
plugs generally are part of a tune-up.
stnce these are the “business end” of the
Ignition system.

SPECIALIZING IN:
* General Repairs

Effects of high voltage

“Modern ignition systems generally
operate in the 20-50,000 volt range or

.higher, That’s a lot of juice compared 10

the 5,000 volt breaker point ignition sys-
tems of yesteryear,” Taylor remarks.

“Since 30,000 volts can arc a spark an
inch and a half, any breakdown in the in-
sulating properties "of the cap, rotor or
wire can allow the spark to arc to ground
befgre it reaches the pleg. This is why it's
so important to keep caps, rotors and
wires in top notch condition,” Taylor em-
phasizes. “At Standard, we have a proud
tradition for supplying these parts to pro-
fessional automotive technicians with a
level of quality as good or beiter than
original equipment,™ he adds.

“This popularity among professionals
docsn’t happen by accident, At Standard,
we perform exhaustive tests on ignition
components 1o determine the material
compositions that will deliver the best
possitle performance over the longest
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period of service,” he Rotes.

“Yet most components in the spark
path neced replacement at 30,000 mile in-
tervals to avoid overall degradation of en-
gine performance, fuel economy, and
exhaust emissions,” Taylor advises.

“With a properly functioning modern
ignition system, the spark plugs will still
be clean after 30,000 miles,” Taylor says.
However, after long exposure to 2,000
degree combustion temperatures, spark

plqu sutfer from erosion, he explains.
“Plugs should be replaced at 30,000
miles because they will be eroded, not
because they are dinty,” he points out,

“In a.modern ignition system, dirty
plugs before 20,000 miles indicate some
other problems such as a cylinder blow-
ing oil,” he adds. -

“A reasonably skilled do-it-yourselfer
can certainly replace plugs, plug wires,
the distributor cap and rotor himself at
the recommended intervals, We always
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S YOUR CAR’S INTERIO
SHOWING ITSAGE?

. reputable service specialist.
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y 30,000 miles

urge the car-owner to use quality parts
from a supplier to the professional com-
munity. These parts should meet or ex-
ceed original cquipment specifications.
For instance, any part with the Standard
‘Blue Streak’ name on it is designed 10
exceed original equipment standards,”

bays Taylor.

"Yel there' are scveral strong reasons
for having this service performed at a
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Introducing

Tidy Car's Upholstery-Gard 2

STAINPROOFING

Tidy Car's Upholstery-Gard 2 stain protection is
guaranteed to protect your automobile’s upholstery
against stains and spills for as long as you own the car.

PURCHASE A COMPLETE INTERIOR

DRY-CLEANING AND DETAILING
PACKAGE AT THE REGULAR PRICE
AND GET OUR UPHOLSTERY-GARD 2
PROTECTION FOR ONLY $19.95.

Interior Packages rrom $109.95

KEEFING CARS [N SHAPE WORLDWIDE

$'|995

An $89.00 Value When
Purchased Separotely

"YOUR ONE-STOP CAR CARE CENTRE"

873-0570 o
onday-Thursday 8 8.m.-6 p.m.
265 Guelph St.  Friday 8am.-9pm.
Saturday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Georgetown
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Preserv-A-Shine = RAus! Proofing « Upholstery-Gard » Window Tinling » Touch-Up Pain! * Pinstriping and Molding
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