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Abortlon is part of medical history

DR. GO'I'I‘

DEAR DR. GOTT: 1 had an abortion
at age 15. Will this hinder my chances
of getting pregnant in the future, and
when I do, does the doctor or anyone
else have to know what happened? Is
there a chance the pregnancy will not
g0 smoothly?

DEAR READER: If you had a sin-

tion of the breast, the prognosis is less
favorable.

Sorne types of Paget's disease also
affect other sites, especially the groin
and external female genitalia. An ex-
tremely rare form of Paget’s disease
causes cancer of the penis in males. In
general, the treatment and outlook
for Paget’s disease is identical to the
therapy and prognosis of other
malignancies.

Ta give you more information, I am
sending you a free copy of my Health
Report “Breast Cancer and Disor-
ders.” Other readers who would like a
copy should send $1.25 with their
name and address to P.O. Box 91369
Cleveland, OH 44101-3369. Be sure to
mention the title.

DEAR DR. GOTT: 1 had back sur-
gery seven years agoe for a ruptured

disc and have now been told that I
have arachnoiditis of the spine. Can
you tell me about it? Can I take walks
and do stretching exercises as I used
to?

DEAR READER: Arachnoiditis is
inflammation of one of the delicate

membranes covering the spinal cord.
It can result from injury or infection.

Spinal arachnoiditis will not cause
symptoms unless the spinal nerves
also become inflamed, resulting in
pain and tingling.

If infection is to blame, antibiotics
may cure the disorder. However, if
arachnoiditis is due te injury or the
consequences of surgery, treatment is
more difficult. Physical therapy, pain
medication and — sometimes — cor-
tisone may relieve symptoms.

AUTOS FOR SALE

1983 White Ford
Thunderbird,
automatic, 6 cytlinder,
ood condition.
5,000.00, or B.O.
B77-4669 or 877-6718.(es)

1973 Datsun 240Z. Good
for parts or rebuild,
$500.00, 0O.B.O. 873
1935.(es)

1989 Daytona 5 speed,
16,000 km. Top quality
am ffm cassette,
sunroof, Tonneav cover,
etc. Call 877-0445 after 4,
or 878-8808 daily.{es)

1980 Dodge Omni, ex-
celltent running condi-
tion. Air conditioning,
sun roof and rear
louvers. 60,000 miles,
certitied - $1,300.00 or
best offer. 873-3079.{(es)

AUTOS FOR SALE

1984 Pontiac Sunbird, 2
door, 4 cylinder, avuto,

64,000 km, alr, am fm,
/s, p/b, perfect condi-
ion. Certifled. 853-26%96

or 416-720-7692.

1987 Buick LeSabre Vé.
ditioning,
and electronic climate
contrel. $8.500.00 as Is.
519-833-2572.(es)

power seat

1984 Nissan King Cab,

4X4 with cap. Good con-
dition, $4,200.00, O.B.0O.
877-3784 after 5.(es)
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TENDER

Sealed tenders, clearly
marked as to contents wilil

gle abortion, properly performed and
without complications, you will prob-
ably have no trouble becoming preg-
nant again. Problems can arise if you
suffered an infection at the time of
the procedure. This infection could
block one or both Fallopian tubes,
making pregnancy difficult or impos-
sible without additional treatment —
usually surgery to unblock the tubes.
In addition, repeated abortions of-
ten weaken the cervix, which makes it
difficult for a woman to carry a baby
to term; she may tend to miscarry. If
you did not suffer these complica-
tions, the abortion should not affect
your ability to become pregnant.
Nonetheless, you shouid share your

experience with a gynecologist. This
information is part of your medical
history and will help the specialist
guide you through an uneventful preg-
nancy. The doctor needs to know in or-
der to give you and your baby the best

ssible medical care. He or she will
Egﬂp the information confidential.
You do not have to discuss your abor-
tion with any other person, including
health professionals.

Abortion should never be viewed as

a form of {(or substitute for) birth con-
trol. Because you may not wish to be- ;
come pregnant right away. [ am send-
ing you a free copy of my Health = LTS o
Report “Contraception: An Update.” — y —
Other readers who would like a copy NEA GRAPHIC
should send $1.25 with their name and
address to P.O. Box 91369, Cleveland,
OH 44101-3369. Be sure to mention
the title.

DEAR DR. GOTT: My 10-year-old
niece has been diagnosed with
Dyggve-Melchior-Clausen syndrome.
It's a very rare genetic bone disease.
and the doctor at Johns Hopkins in
Baltimore. who made the diagnosis.

has seen only one other case. Can you
provide any information”?

DEAR READER: Dyggve-Melchi-
or-Clausen syndrome is an inherited-
genetic abnormality marked by men-
tal retardation, short stature, exag-
gerated spinal curvature and clawed
fingers. The afflictionis so rare that it
does not appear in the standard medi-
cal texts or dictionaries; in fact, it's so
rare that I cannot give you further in-
formation about treatment or progno-
sis. Perhaps you can obtain this infor-
mation from your Johns Hopkins
doctor.

DEAR DR. GOTT: In a recent col-
umn, you responded (o a query about
Paget’s disease. Would you now speak
of Paget’s carcinoma-in-situ, espe-
cially as to its prognosis and, hopeful-
ly, a cure?

DEAR READER: Sir James Paget,
a famous 19th-century British sur-
geon, had several diseases named af-
ter him.

Paget’s disease of bone (osteitis de-
formans) is a common non-cancerous
affliction of the body’s bones, charac-
terized by spotty areas of rapid bone
destruction and regrowth, leading to
pain and fractures.

Paget's disease of the breast is a
rare form of cancer involving the nip-
ple and milk ducts. Malignant cells
grow outward from the ducts, causing
a roughened and inflamed nipple, re-
sembling eczema.

When the cancer is confined to the
breast and has not extended or
spread, it — like other malignancies
— is called carcinoma-in-situ. Such a
lesion is treated with surgery, radia-
tion or chemotherapy.

If the cancer is confined to a limit-
ed area, the prognosis is good. Howev-

er, as in other breast malignancies, if
it has spread or involves a large por-
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Being caring and considerate |

A good sense of humor
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Intangibles — such as being considerate and having a good sense of humor
— figure most importantly in judging a member of the opposite sex, accord-
ing to a survey. Such physical attributes as a good figure or attractive face
were said to be lass significant.
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REAL ESTATE

Immaculate

Three bedreom, brick bungalow with carport, 50 f. lol. Freshly
decorated throughout. Qak kitchen cuphoards. Finished rec. room.

$202,000.00
877-8633

Y281 e 0207 0217
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FOR SALE PRIVAIE
ACTON...LAKEVIEW AREA

J hedroom brick bungalow, eat in kitchen, full size basement, paved
drive, big back yard.

$183,900.00

Call Marlene 853-1426 |
2449 re B127-0207




