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Disabled average only
~ $16,000 annual earnings

Continued from Page 6

dicapped (COPO).

But Ross Robinson, of the Cana-
dian Association of Independent
Living Centres, is skeplical.

“1 would think those industries
creale a lot of disabled workers.
They are not very good at bringing
people back into the workforce,”
said Robinson. His association
runs 10 resource centres across
Canada helping the disabled
choose lifestyles through access to
government programs and other
agencies.

The high level of disabled in the
agricultural sector also may be. at-
tributed to work-related injuries.
armters injured on the job may
find it easier to return because, be-
ing self-employed, they face fewer
barriers.

Robinson said he was swrprised
at the findings. But he agrees more
disabled Canadians are finding
jobs,

“There are more technical aids
out there and more of an
understanding about how to in-
tegrate someone with a disability
into the workforce.”

But ‘‘severe disincentives” re-
main for those who want to work,
Robinson says. Disabled workers
still lose government benefits
when their income rises and there
are {rustrating delays in the provi-
sion of special equipment.

D'Aubin is not so sure. She said
-employment equity data shows a
decline in disabled workers among
federally regulated industries,
such as broadcasting and the
airlines, last year.

REGIONS DIFFER

The survey aiso found major
regional differences in the employ-
ment levels of the disabled. New-
foundland and Quebec had the
lowest employment ratio in 1986 at
18 and 20 per cent, respectively.
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The highest levels were in
Western Canada, with Manitoba al

" 44 per cent, Saskatchewan at 43 per

cent and Alberta at 40. The Nor-
thwest Territories’ ratio was 43 per
cent.

Part of the reason for that may
be because support services for the
disabled in provinces such as
Manitoba are available cn the job,
said COPO's D’Aubin.

“In some areas, it's very hard to
work because you can't get atten-
dant care to come to you on the job.
In Manitoba, many people have
guvemmmbpmwded support sers
vices on the job, whereas in On-
tario, a lot of people’s support ser-
vices are delivered where they live
and the attendant care can't go
outside that," she said.

Booming Ontario's employment
ratio of the disabled was well
behind at 31 per cent, B.C.'s was 34
per cent, Nova Scotia’s 30 per cent,
followed by Prince Edward Island
at 29 per cent and New Brunswick
at 26 per cent.

Cohen said employment of the
disabled parallels general
economic conditions. A shortage of
jobs in Atlantic Canada means
fewer opportunities for everyone
there, including the disabled.

The survey also found Ilower
education levels among the disabl-
ed: 61 per cent had not completed
high school, compared to about 38
per cent of non-disabled Cana-
dians. Only four per cent had_
university degrees, compared to 11
per cent of non-disabled.

DENTURE
THERAPY
CLINIC
T.H. METTLER

Denture Therapist

* & ok

72 Mill St., Georgetown
877-8974

102 East Dr., Bramalea

{Corner Bramalea Rd. & East Dr.

791-2314

WE'D LIKE TO SEND
YOU EACH A CARD

But there's just too many of youl To all
cour chernished custorners and friends
we wish g very mermry Chiristmas.
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IT°S THE SERVICE AFTER THE SALE THAT MAKES THE DNFFERENCE
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Twinkling lights in Ashgrove

- By DORIS McNABB
Ashgrove W.1.

Amid twinkling lights,
Christmas pgarlands and a
beautifully decorated tree, Marion
Hunter welcomed 22 members and
five guests to her home on Dec. 12
for the Christmas meeting of the
Ashgrove Women's Institute,

The festivities began with a pot
luck lunch, organized and served
by Mildred Blackett, Annabel Bird
and Wilma Ella. A delicious assort-
ment of appetizing first and second
course dishes provided something
to suit everyone's taste,

Mary Jane Wingfield and Isabel
Carney planned an interesting pro-
gram which kept everyone busy all
afternoon. A contest to identify
characters assocjated with
Christmas was won by Muriel
Nurse for correctly guessing she
was Rudolph. With Isobel Carney
at the organ and Mary Jane
leading the singing, a sing-song of
familiar carols was enjoyed.

President Pat Stark presided for
a short business meeting opening
with a story on poinsettias telling
how to make them bloom for a se-
cond year,

Six members signed up to attend
the workshops at Melville United
Church on March 3.

Verna Bird agreed (o huy the
Christmas gifts for our seniors and
shut-ins and several members of-
fered to help deliver them.

To let them know we missed
them, cards were signed by
everyone present, to be sent to four
members who haven't been well
and were not able to attend the
meeting namely Elizabeth Wilson,
Ruth Thompson, Marjorie Wilson
and Mary Bird.

Mary Jane Wingfield reported on
the recent tour of Club 2000 attend-
ed by about a dozen of our
members and friends. Any
members interested in going In

January should call Mary Jane.

The rol] call “*Read a Christmas
verse from the oldest card you
have saved'’ was answered with an
assortment of cards, one from the
1890s, beipg read and displayed.

For the gift exchange all gifts
were to be wrapped in recycled
material. This showed the ingenui-
ty of some people and proved that
recycled materials can be just as
atiractive as new.

‘The next meeting will be held on
Jan. 16 at 1:30 p.m. at Hillcrest
Church. Everyone is welcome to

and many thanks to all our patrens and

their Iamiﬁes from the staff, Pam,

Lorraine, Ann and Laura at
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“Diets didn’t work for me”
“Nutri/System.. worked wonders!”
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3 WEEKS

Nutri/System’s
Comprehensive
Weight Loss
Program
Includes:

¢ Quick, safe, easy and
permanent weight
loss

* Professional
supervision

* No calorie counting
* No gimmicks

Ellen Frablae,
lost 117 ibs.

OVER 1,400 CENTRES WORLDWIDE

welght loss centres

FOR
ONLY

49

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION

873-1900

290 GUELPH ST.
GEORGETOWN

In The Georgetown Market Place

*Special offer consists of 3 weeks of Nutrl/System services. Does not inslude cost of
exclusive Nutrl/System food, diaries and maintenance program. Offer valid at participating

centres. New clients only.
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