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A rose in winter gardens

No giftwrap will make this man a pretty parcel

John
Sommer

Ideas and the
Aris

The aut'iorities were maddened
by the man. They could easily have
de aft with h'm if he had tried to
fight the» Wb weapons. since
the: were. like all worldly
authoritics, armed to the teeth.
What irritated them® bevond
measure was that he questioned
the importance of their authority,
Before God your power accounts
for nothing, he said The clever
ones sensed the truth in what he
said and trembled. ‘

The emdi came swift and with the
utmost brulality, His friends fled
In te: ' -wrsecution. Some brave
WO s'ed and buried the
dead nouy Here and there, in
mding  people huddled together
with their arms around each other
tor comfort. Their fervent hope, to
rise with him. had come to nothing.
The true and far from loving rulers
of the world had demonstrated
thetr power and won. Or had thev”

Some of his followers soon realiz-
¢l that he had returned within
them. The memories they had of
him did not die butgrew. It healed
their shattered souls to think and to
talk of this extraordinary man who
had loved them and singled them

‘out as if they were persons of im-

portance. Yet they had never been
anvthing but poor and of no conse-
guence,

..When 1 die I will draw all
viclence into me and render it im-
potent. 1 will die for you and set
vou free. Your rulers despise you
and treat you ill7 Do not rebel
against them nor cllaborate with

. them. Their rule is of this world on-

Iv and it will come to an end. he
told them. Astonishing and puzzl-
ing words., Do not answer might
with might, be meek instead.
forgive vour adversary, love your
enemy “Love yvour enemy” What u
shocking idea. Yet he wasn't. a
coward, - far from it,
the day he drove the money
changers from the holy com-
pound? That was the act of a pas-
siev. ¢ man who's patience had
¢ n an end. He was fierce and
forgroong. a man who united
paraduxes within him. We  never
quite understood him. To be with
‘hirm was to be close to a light that

- mzde us see and a fire that warm-
. ed us and burnedus at times.

. So they tatked to each other, and
,sluwh peaple from other

places
wanted to know about theu' dead

- master, and thelr numbers grew, .

The stories became embellished in

“the - retelling and, after some years,

they were written down and passed
on, secretly, to the poor und

- downtrotten of many countries.

Of course the rulers hated the

new creed wherever it eatabllshed

itself.
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It seemed (o mock them and
their pretensions. What could be
done to prop up their faltering
regimes? The believers were Kitled
by the thousands but new converts
guickly closed the thinning ranks
of this outwardly weaponless ar-
my. The Kkilling went on for a long
time. It stopped only when the
killers were exhausted. They had
lost their own beliefs. how could

they fight the stronglv-held beliefs
of others”

The fine and modest memonat
the poor of the world had erecled i
a shining and mysterious human
became the ideology of a mighty
empire now. Was that good? Who
is in a position to say? The power
and wealth that became the
halimark of the new official
religion brought forth great and
lasting works ! .rt. slarted lively
and neverending discussions about
the correct interpretations of the
holv stories. and engaged men and
women in mission work that awent
far bevond the boundaries known
in - ancient ” times. The western
world. as we know it, has been
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shaped by this religion. But it is
certainly true that what was pure
before, when it was committed to
the soul. has been corrupted by
worldly rule to the extent that the
representative of heaven had even-
tually huge armies at his com-
mand with which he waged war-
fare againsi milhons of helpless
people That, in turn, destroyed not

only s prestige but weakened

decisively  the moral force the

great fnend of the poor had once
been on this earth

Have we losl him and the salva-
tion he once held out tous”

[ believe that his time will come
again. The organizations that have
tried te monopolize him have also
tried to sugarcoat him. but he re-
mams stubbormly unsweetened. No
ataount of giftwrapping will make
4 prettyv parcel out of him. His
ideas are as irri{ating to the ex-
ploiters and wasters of todav as
thev were to the authorities almost
2,000 vears ago.

trv gardens only.
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At this time of year, many people are busy going to and fro buying gifts
for thew loved ones and friends. Rushing from one store to another just
to purchase the desired gift that will please the receiver and fill the
spot under the Christmas tree. Go over that list again — now who have
| forgotten? Perhaps you've forgotten the most impurtant part of

Christmas.

Many look at this season as a time for all kinds of iestwny — a time to
visit with relatives — a time for showing kindness to our feliow man.
The world is so0 caught up In the hustle and bustie and tinset ¢f Christ
mas that they have forgotten its true meaning.

“For unto us a child is hom, unto us a son is given...” tsaiah 9:6
This Child that was born is Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, and

as the Scripture says, He is "God manifest in the tlesh.”

| Tim. 3:16

But why? What was the purpose tor God sending His only begotten Son

1o earth?

From our first parents, {(Adam and Eve) the whole world has been con
demned because of sin. The Biblesays: |
“All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” lemans 3:23

“There is none righteaus, o not ane.” Romans 3:10

“The- hean of man is deceltful...and desperately wicked...” Jeremiah

17:9

Sin cannot enter into heaven and thérefore we must be cleansed from
it, and that is the reason way God sent His Son into the world. Matthew
1:21 states: “...and thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save

HIS people irnm therr sins.™

Jesus Christ, the sinless, spotless, Son of God was made sip for our

Sakes.

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptitie
things, as siiver and gofd...but with the preclous blood of Christ, as a
lamb without blemish and without spol.” | Felr.r 1:18, 19

"Who his son self barg our sins in his own body on the tree, thal we,
being dead 1o siny, should live unto dghteousness: by whose stripes ye

were huleﬂ " I Peter 2:24

This Is the great message of joy, that: although we are dead n
: trespasses and sins, we can have eternat life through Jesus Christ, our

Lord.

- “For, whosoever :ha!l call upnn the name nI ihe Lord shall be saued

.Remans 10:43

But beware — this graat message of joy will turn to one of horror if you

reject God's ofter of salvation. .

“And these (1he Christ rejectors) shall go away into everasting punish-
munt but the righteaus ino life eternal.” Matthew 25:46

..1he Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty anuuls,

in {laming tire taking vengzance on them that know not Ged, and thal

gbey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be pum:heﬂ wilh

uweﬂ:sﬂng destruction Irom the gresence of the Lord, and fram the glory

of his power.” i Thessalonlans 1:7-9 - |
This Christmas Message is not intended to take away from the joys of
spending time with joved ones or the exchanging of gifts. . The purpose
in writing is simply to place a greater emphasis on the true meaning of
Christmas. This message of ]uy,‘pmnts men and women not only to the
Christ of the manger, but also the Christ of the cross. “‘Behold the

- Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world.” John 1:29

“Look unto me, and be ye

saved, a1l the ends ¢f the earth: for | am God,

and there is none else.” Isalah 45:22
Our prayer is that you will look to the crucitied, risen Christ, and ex-
penence personally, the joy of sins forgiven. Then you too will be ahle

to sing from your heart .
*Oh come fet us adore Him.”

GOD BLESS EVERYONE.

A.J.

He is the therny
rose that blooms in poor and win-
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NORTH AMERICA’S
LEADING WEIGHT
LOSS SYSTEM
nutri/system

weight loss centres

We Provide

e Satisfying and
delicious meals
without calorie
counting

e Professional
individual
SUpervision

e Maintenance for
continued
SUCCess

e (Guaranteed
weight loss

“I Lost 60 Ibs.
and feel like
‘a brand new person’’

‘Michelle Shank
Nutri/System Client
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GRAND OPENING
SPECIAL*

All the Weight
You Want toLose

ony*229%

*3 " |
We Succeed Where Diets Fail Youw
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CﬂLL TODAY FOR A FREE }40 OBLIGATION CGHSULTATION

CALL 873-1900

290 Guelph St., Georgetown

In The Georgetown Marketplace

“Special offer does not inchade cost of exclusive Nutri/System food
. and weight meintepance revward progrem, New client onfy., | |




