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Acton women's group

prepares to set up
food bank in town

By BEN DUMMETT
the Herald

Acton Councillor Rick Bonnette
ptans fo do whatever he can to sup-
port the Acton Women's Action
Eroup’'s decision to establish a
foodbank in the town.

Coun. Bonnette said he is cur-

rently loeking into finding the
group a storage space alt a
reasonablerent.

He decided (o support the group
after he, along with about 10 other
people including Acton Coun.
Gerald Rennie and the manager of
the Acton IGA, Mike Manes, heard
a representative from the Oakville
foodbank, Fareshare. say that
about 75 of the 00 families who use
it come from the Acton,
Geargetown and Milton areas.

The proposed foodbank would
serve.North Halton.

Paul Dennyson also told the au-
dience that this number is increas-
ing every month. He estimates five
new families from North Halton
use the foodbank every month,

Irene Baker, the executive direc?
tor of the Ste. Louise Outreach
Centre, a {oodbank Ilocated in
Brampton servicing Peel Region,
also told the audience that current-
ly eight families in North Halton
use the centre. The numbers have
declined since the 0Qakville food-
bank opened, she added.

The group, which was founded

earlier this year by women living
in the Holmesway Place area of
Aclon, organized the public
meeting to find out if there was

community support for a food-
bank.
Kim Livermore, a group

member, said *‘we hoped more
people would have attended but
those who did were very sup-
portive.”

Mr. Manes sajd the group would
be allowed to put food collection
baskets in the store.

When asked if there were plans
to do more, he said, “we'll see
what they need when they get a Jit-
tle more organized.”’

Sandra Snyder, another of the
group’s members, said '‘we came
up with the idea of a foodbank
hecause we know several people
and have heard of .others who
sometimes run out of money near
the end of the month to buy food. ™

The foodbank would serve people
who have been laid off and have
children to feed and clothe. A lot
of people, especially low income
earners, what with kids and rent,
sometimes run into food shor-
lﬂgﬂs."

Ms. Livermore said the foodbank
would make available dried and
canned goods, as well as fresh
fruits and vegetables, fresh dairy
products and household items in-
cluding disposable diapers,
washing dctergent and tooth paste.

Ms. Livermore said since the
meeting showed that people sup-
port the idea of a foodbank, the
group is going ahead with the next
step.

They will spon meet with a
lawyer toregister as a charity.

Take care when choosing

Christmas gifts, government says

By ALAN MACKIE
the Herald

With less than a month until
Christmas many people will soon
be in a frenzied search for
children’s gifts.

Dianne Rende of the Product and
Toy Safety branch of Consumer
and Corporate Affairs is sending
Halton a familiar but important
message: buyer beware.

“There are a lot of people out
there who are making toys but
don't necessarily know whal
they're doing,”" Ms. Rende said.

Ms. Rende cited one case that in-
volved a small stuffed toy dog be-
ing sold at the Canadian National
exhibilion. The dog was not only
flammable but its small eyes and
nose fell off and could easily be
swallowed and choke a child, she
said. Another problem this par-
ticular toy faced, was the use of
metal wires in its construction, to
hold the dog together. The wires
were sticking out of the stuffed
animal, Ms. Rende said. The toy
was quickly removed [rom the
market, its design and construc-
tion has been corrected and it has
been re-introduced to the market
as a safe product, she noted.

It is tough to catch these unsafe
products because manufacturers
don't make hazardous products on
purpose, Ms. Rende said. Chang-
ing laws, test labs vary, lack of
communication and different
regulations from imporling coun-
tries can lead to hazarduus pro-
ducls she said.

“We just try to educate the

Santa 5 Glft Express

public,”” she said, addigg how
tough it is to go into someone's
home who is making unsafe pro-
duets.

The Product and Toy Safety
branch will also act on consumer
complaints, Ms. Rende said. “We
visit manufacturers and retailers
every year,” she said, adding the
stores voluntarily recail most of
their unsafe products,

Ms. Prende said there are very
specific regulations for tovs made
for children under three vears old,
Rattles can get stuck in a child's
throat, she warns.

“We will not allow beans or plant
seeds to 'be used as stuffing
materials.,”” she said. The reason
for this is to stop the smaill
materials from entering orifices,
enlarging and causing an infection
in the child.

Eighteen per cent of toy-related
injuries are caused by foreign
bodies entering orifices, said Ms.
Rende. The [igure comes from a
two and a half year accident injury
survey.

Other results include 42 per cent
of toy-related accidents caused by
children fali:ng off, over, or on
Loys,
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Another 30 per cent came from
children being struck or stricking
with toys and over five per tent
cutting or piercing injuries.

Ms. Rende said, ‘“There is a
parental  responsibility’* for
parents 0 make children aware of
the damage that can be done by a

toy. A good example of this is a
bow and arrow.

Ms. Rende would also ‘‘caution
anyone in their travels from bhuy-
ing toys.” This stems {rom finding
toys from Vietnam and Mexico
that had paint being flammable or
POLSONoUS,

The one item that is not
regulated are ba'loons, Ms. Rende
said. ‘Babies can bite balloons and
if thev're &successful”’ pieces can
get Jodged in the children’s
throats, Ms. Rende warned.

NORTHVIEW CENTRE
211 Guelph St.
Georgetown
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REGULAR: $29.99

$ 19 99

BUY ONE FISH AT REGULAR PRICE, GET ANY OTHER FISH OF EQUAL VALUE OR LESS FHEE.

OFFER APPLIES TO ALL IN STOCK FISH

74 MAIN STREET NORTH IN THE MOORE PARK PLAZA GEORGETOWN

ONLY: GOOD WHILE QUANTITIES LAST,

1 #1 PET CENTRES

BRINGING PETS AND PEOPLE TOGETHER

fedHacEN, PET PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE AT #1 PET CENTRES "EVERYWHERE!

LUDLOW -
GOLDFISH KITS

GRAVEL, NEUTRALIZER BLOCK,
PLANT, FOOD AND A
FREE GOLDFISH.

$1499




