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MP is undecided on federal abortion bill

-Garth !
Turner
MP

Hallon-Peel E

PROGRESSIVE
COMSERYATIVE

They kept coming in out of the

growing rain storm - until my littie-
riding office was crowded. I'd.
abortion’

started talking about
when there were four people there.

By the time we'd finished an hour-
later, there were more than two.
dozen - with others approaching

the door.
this is a highly complex issue.

with legal, ethical, moral, social.

and, for many, religious considera-

tions. Abortion strikes fear into the
many politicians,:
because they just don’t want to.

hearts of

deal with it. Most politicians think
that only a compromise law - one

that tries to blend the rights of both-
women and unborn cnildren - will.

work. And yet they know that any
compromise will only enrage the

As a member of Parliament, !
have to decide which way to vote.
If 1 stand against the proposed bill,
and it's defeated, then we have no
restrictions at all on abortion,
Frankly, that causes me some
trouble. But if I stand in favor of
the bill, then today's status
largely maintained, and another
Chantal ‘Daigle fiasco is possible.
That’s also troublesome,

S0, 1 am asking for some
guidance - which is why I met with
those people in my cramped office
a few days ago, They are strong
pro-life advocates, many of them
with affiliations to area churches.
They want me to vote against the
bill. After it's defeated, they say,
they can step up their lobbying ef-

forts and press for a more restric--
tive piece of legisiation. They've

weighed the political support in the

House of Commons and figure a-

pro-life law would pass,
But now there is something else
pretty powerful to consider.
The Supreme Court late

have any rights.

and Freedoms affect that life. -
Pro-choice people, whe favor

quo is’

last’
week ruled that a fetus doesn't.
Only once g2
human being is born, the court
said, does the Charter of Rights -

tions. Others, like Frence, are:
completely open. Still others, like
the U.S., wrestle with the issue as
awkwardly as Canadians. In Nova
Scotia, Dr.Henry Morgentaler is.
belng charged for opening an abor-
tion clinic. In Ontario, meanwhile,
provincial health insurance covers
the cost of having an abortion -
while refusing to pay for con-
traception devices.

Figure that one out.

There are now four private abor-
tion clinics in Toronto, and at the
same time there are no babies
available for adoption in Halton.

We are a strange society
sometimes; caring and thoughtful
and yet paralyzed on such a key
issue as whether women should
have this unfettéred right. Is
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Pregnancy a health issue for the
woman? Or ig it a health issue for
the fetus? Or for both of them?

Was the Supreme Court just in-
terpreting existing laws when it
5aid the fetus is not a human be-
Ing? Orwas it sending a signal to
Parliament that any new law

Mon.-Wed.
4:30-6:30 p.m.

stating the oppgsite Is going to get
1 legal challenge?

Deciding how I should cast my
baliot - and why - is not easy. And it
is why now, in the few weeks
before that vote comes, I would
welcome the input of as many peo
ple as possible - on both sides of the
issue, and in the middle.

I will listen carefully, and close
ly. And then I will vote.,
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abortions on demand, are claiming ,
a viclory in that decision. They say;
it's now clear there's no conflict*

853-1359 pr - OR CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

pro-choicers or the pro-lifers, -
That's exactly what has happen-.

ed. The bill the feds proposed a

ni'mber of days age would allow’
~abuctions to continue pretty much:
~as today. The pro-life forces find.

- that unacceptable,

{

| party

_But the proposed law would put
abortion back into the criminal
code, make the medical profession
responsible, and allow any third
(like a husband or
boyfriend) to launch a legal
challenge. If that person thought
an abortion took place without a
legitimate threat to the woman's
health, then the issue would be

between the rights of a woman to
have an abortion and the right of a
fetus to life - becausc that fetus is
not a person in the eves of the law.
Meanwhile, leading pro-life
MPs, like Kitchener'sJohn Reimer
and Liberal Don Boudria are say-

ing the court has just underscored .

the crying need for legislation
from Parliament which does
bestow rights on the unborn. They
say that now it’s even more crucia)
to have a prolife abortion law
(those last four words have just
made me stop for a minute).

38 Mill St. E. ACTON
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before the courts. This makes thel
new law unacceptable to oro-
choice advocates of women's

rights,

Well, international experience

isn't much help. Some countries,
like Ireland and Italy, ban abor-

CORRECTION NOTICE

“The Magic Begins” flyer currently distributed
by mail advertises the following items
which are

NO LONGER AVAILABLE

* MUTANT NINJA TURTLES
* MUTANT NINJA TURTLES CYCLE

Some Games Not Available May Be Substituted!

Send Your Letters
To Santa To Us!

It you send your letter to Santa to us FIRST, we’ll
print them in the paper sach week so Santa and
éveryone else can see how good you’'ve been and
what you'd like for Christrnas. We'lt also have a
special note from Santa each week telling you just
how he’s doing. Just drop your letter off at the
Herald or mail it to us and we’ll make sure that
Santa gets your letter.

w kA
Mait your letters to:

SANTA CLAUS

c/o The Herald
45 Guelph Street
Georgetown. Ont.

L7G 326

We regret any inconvenience caused to
T - Qur customers.
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DROP OFF YOUR LETTER ANY TIME

During business hours you can put your letler in Santa's mailbox or after
hours through our mall slot.
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