Conrad Black’s cutting
remarks are needed
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Maley
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I miss Conrad Black. As a colum-
nist, I mean,

Mr. Black, you may remember,
wrote a business column for
Report on Business Magazine, the
~ glossy monthly published by The
Glcbe and Mail. The Globe fired
him when he teamed up with
Maclean-Hunter and the Toronto
Sun to launch the daily Financial
Post, the Globe's rival.

He then began writing for the
Post. But he quit when the

newspaper's editors toned down.

one of his more outrageous col-
umns, in which he criticized a
(zlobe reporter. No doubt ‘The
Globe would have toned it down
even more, Mr. Black had a
tendency to go too far,

That’'s what made him so in-
teresting to read. Try as they
might, people could not resist
reading Mr. Black's colurmn, if on-
ly to be enraged. Journalists would
pronounce him ridiculous.

But as time went by, ‘'more and
more of them were confessing
among friends that they agreed
with Conrad Black far more than
they would like to admit.

Their reluctance to acknowledge
that Mr. Black sometimes had a
point is understandable, given that
journalists were among his prime
targets, ‘‘Swarming, grunting
jackals,” he called us in his in-
famous last column. “Vividly ob-
noxious,"”” he called us in another.
These are strong charges to make
against people who believe they
can do no wrong.

Journalists wield considerable
intluence in North America.
Survey after survey shows that the
media, television in particular, not
only influence public opinion, but
can actually determine the nut
come of elections. <

b UNTOUCHABLE POWER
If he was quick with his pen, Mr.
Black was equally fast off the
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mark when it came to suing. He
sued The Globe and libel, extrac-
ting a lengthy retraction and
apology that left Globe readers
aghast.

Whether Mr. Black intended by
his suif to set an example for other
business people to follow is
anybody’s guess. The media worry
about *libel chill,”” the fear of
writing critically when one is
almost sure to be sued. But as Mr.
Black has said many times, not
even journalists should be above
the law.

The curious thing about Mr.
Black is that he is part of the media
he pretends to loathe. As a media
baron, he is eriticizing from within
- sort of. As well as his 15-per-cent
interest in the Post, Mr. Black

owns Saturday Night magazine, a

small newspaper chain in Canada,
the Jerusalem Post, and the
prestigious Daily Telegraph in
London. .
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Indeed, if you have ever
wondered, as 1 have, why everyone
wants to get into the publishing
business, Mr. Black may have the
answer, Among other reasons,
buying newspapers, magazines or
television stations gives former ob-
jects of media criticism a voice
with which to reply. Mind you, not
all publishers use it.

There's more to the allure of the-~
press than a desire for retribution.
Slowty and grudgingly, the
business community has come to
accept the fact that the media has
wrested power from politicians
and financiers. They want it back.

But that, too, is not all. When we
go to the polls, we often choose the
candidate favored by the media.
How the government fares
depends to a great_extent on the
media. In shoit, the group that
wields the most influence in our
society is neither the people nor
their elected representatives.
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'Busy month
for downtown
Greorgetown

Saturday’'s Santa Claus Parade
In Georgetown is just cne of many
events the Georgetown Business
Improvement Area Iin downtown
Georgetown is planning.

From Nov. 13 through Dec. 9
the BIA is holding a Christmas
shopping spree. Each week, two
winners will receive $100 to spend
downtown Georgetown,

The BIA is also holding a
Christmas coloring contest open
to children 12 years old and
under. Deadline for entries is
Saturday, Dec. 9. *

Tickets are now available for
breakfast with Santa on Dec. 16,
Tickets are avsailable at Flel-
cher's Shoes, Oxbow Books, Pen-
niesworth and Victoria Lane.

Breakfast times are at 9 a.m.
and 11:30 a.m. at the McGibbon
banquet room.

On Dec. 4 you can gel a picture
of yourself with Jolly Old St. Nick
himself. The firee photos with
Santa will be snapped at Union
Gasfromiba.m. to2p.m.
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Donates to Senwrs Magazine

Geurgetuwn Food Market owner Bob Creasy donated 3375 to the
Seniors VYagazine program on Halton Cable Systems Cable 4 last
week, The Seniors Magazine collecte™ $100,000 in cash register tapes

Senilors Magazine,
photo)

 to make the donation possible. Here, Eleanor McLeod, treasurer of the
receives the cheque from Mr. Creasy.

(Herald

'ANNOUNCING
A 1st RATE PLACE
TO STASH YOUR CASH
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FREE
GOLFER’S POCKET
DATE BOOK.

Includes golf facts and figures, 1990
tour dates and a full year calendar.

As sponsor of the Liberty Mutual Legends of Goif

Tournament, we'd like to add to your personal golling
enjoyment with our 1990 pocket date book.
Just fill out this coupon and return it today.

Please send “Liberty Mutuai's 1990 Legends of Golf Calendar’ to:

Homeowner Insurance Expires

Mall this coypon to:

148 Queen St. East
Brampton, Ontario L6V 1B2

CANADA BELIEVES IN LIBERTY MUTUAL INSURANCE,

- ©Liberty Mulual Insurance GroupHead Office; Don Mills,
-p—h_ —t-“‘lﬂ Al nie, " gl ey - k. Neisingl .. W,

Liberty Mutual Insurance Company

LIBERTY
MUTUAL.
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15T RATE INVESTMENT
CHEQUING ACCOUNTS
The 1st Rate Investment Che uln

Accounts offer you all the
features of a aa?ln%fchcqulng
account, a T-Bill account and a term
deposit all rolled into one.

INTEREST ON EVERY DOLLAR
1st Rate has four levels of interest.
And as your balance grows - so does
fuur interest rate, It's wonry free.

nt:reetlapaﬂatllr r rate on
dollar in your account - not

ust that on over each fevel as
jﬂumc hang’ﬂ

HIGHER RATES FOR THOSE

AGE 850 PLUS!

At The Munlcipal, when you get a
little older the deal gets even beiter
because our special [st Rate 50 Pius
option pays htghcr interest {or those
age 50 and over.

UP TO 8250 BONUS CASH WHEN
YOU TRANSFER TO 1ST RATE
Have us transfer your whole savings
/chequing account from another
financlal (natltution toc The
Municlpal: we'll give you $25 lor a
balance over $3,000, $75 for more
than $10,000, $150 !'urwcr$25 000
and $250 for more than $50,000
(one cash bonus per household, valid
al The Munidipal in Georgetown only
until March 3, 1980.) Cnmrlelc
transfer terms and conditlons
available at the branch.

BONUS GIFTS

Open a new 1st Rate Account and
depending on the deposit amount;
you can choose from the excitin

varli?' of bonus gifts on display a

The Municipal branch in Georgetown.
See us for compiete details,

The above rates are for 151 Rate 50 Plus and
are subject to change. Ask ai the brangh for
cument rates on our 1st Rate Rrgular
Account.

GEORGETOWN
28 Main Street, South (at James)
873-4077

Gary Ellioft, Manager

the munlcmal
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Member (anada Deposit Insurance Corporation
S branehes across Qrtano o Open Saturdavs
Over one hillion dotlars in assets




