. . Jane Fonda stars in creaky movie
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ROBERT
DIMATTEQ

In Movie Theaters

OLD GRINGO (R) Jane Fondd has
spent too much of the last-decade
playing role models instead of roles.
That tendency continues in this soggy.
stilted historical romance adapted
from a Carlos Fuentes novel in which
the the 5l-year-old star plays — are
you ready — a spinsterish governess
in her mid-30s.

Trying to build a new life for her-
self, the governess goes to Mexito to
work for a wealthy family, only to
find that she has wandered into the
middle of the Mexican Revolution.
Also turning up is the real-life writer
Ambrose Bierce (Gregory Peck), that
great cymce who wrote "The Devil's
Dictionary™ and who actually spent
his last days in Mexico.

According to the movie, Bierce is
very attracted to the governess, but
he's a bit long in the tooth to start a
full-blown love affair. That isn't the
case with a hot-blooded general (Jim-
my Smits) in Pancho Villa's revolu-
tionary army, who sweeps the govern-
ess off her feet. Spurred on by these
two men, the woman awakens to new
possibilities. loses her virginity to the
general. and discovers her political
consciousness. -

No one'awakens to politics the way
Jane Fonda does. It's something she's
done several times before — most
memorably in “Coming Home.” But
ner awakening here is corny. Perhaps
inadvertently. this triangle story
turns into one more old-fashioned ro-
mance in which a woman seems to
fulfill herself through the love of men.
30 much for Fonda's much-vaunted
feminism.

in almost everv respect, the movie
plays like a heavy, artsy, old-time
epic. Througheuv', the camera seems
wowed by the sele byt the actors
don’'t stand muzi of a hanes Smits

- smuaiders; senti:oental faverite Peck

wheezes a lot; and Fond: widens her
eyes and quivers sensit:vely The big-

gest loss is to the reputation of Am-

brose Bierce, who comes across as a

boozy geezer whu tosses off apho--
risshs. GRADE: %,

DRUGSTORE COWBOY {(R) A star-
tling surprise. Pacific Northwest-
bdsed filmmaker Gus Van Sant has
¢come up with a low-budget triumph
about young addicts who rob pharma-
cies to support “their habits, It's a
movie that {lies in the face of much
Bush era anti-drug rhetoric.

adopt. When he finally decides to go
straight, Bob does so knowing that it
probably means the end of his rela-
tionship with his wife (Kelly Lynch).
She doesn't want Lo give up her drug-
tnduced highs.

The controversial literary figire
William Burroughs, himself a former
Junkie, plays a small role as an old ad-
dict/priest. With his eerie, gravelly
voice and well-known unregenerate
attitude about drugs. Burroughs is the
right nihilistic presence to preside
over this movie. He even offers what
would seem Lo be the filn's message:

&

AMBROSE BIERCE (Gregory Peck) waos Harsxiet Winslow (Jane Fonda) in
“Old Gringo,” a movie based on the novel by Carlos Fuentes.

It’s provocative, too — daring to
suggest that people do drugs because
drugs are fun, and because they want
to relieve the pressures of everyday
life (at least temporarily; self-de.
struction rather than relief comes lat-
er}. As Bob (Matt Dillon), the leader of”
a gang of four robber/addicts, says to
the head of a rehab program: *I like
drugs. I like the whoie lifestyle.” -

Yet in its funky, non-moralizing
way, this is a very hard-hitting movie
about drugs. The style is thatof a
deadpan black comedy, one with roots
in the woozy underground flicks that
Andy Warhol and Paul Morrissey
used to make, and with similarities to
the fierce youth movie “River's
Edge " Van Sant lets us share the hab-
its of his junkies, even as those habits

- seem utterly depraved. Thé resuits of

such a casual, thwer-depths view are

- funny and disturbing.

Matt Dillon gives what may he his
best performance 1o date as Bob, a
fellow plagued by superstitions. but
whe 1sn't much bothered by the out-
law manner he and his partners
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MUSIC TRIVIA
"CONTEST

| You Could Win A Record Or

Tape Of Your Choice!
{In-Stock Items Only)
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ANSWER:

QUESTION:
Who is the Coal Minet's Daughiter?

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE NO.: _

"Narcotics have been systernatically
scapegoated and demonized,” he sa ys,
predicting that the extreme right will
fan the flames of anti-drug hysteria
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| CRITIC'S CHOICE ;
VIDEO .

Hentals & Service
Open Every Night Tiil 10 p.m.

HAPPY  nupors 3

i ast Hour Before Closing ::::

i 236 Guelph St, 873-0754 .<

»*+: |Besicie Cinemas 31
:'1"'i'a""""""*1 R N N LR LT Ty

.
N
B CL A X e M, 1

o
O

|
)
*

L

-
e e
I‘-.-.-..-.

- - A
- -
.'l.l':l‘i-_-l

BE w5 bW RS rE R s S A NS
N L O S O R O W | [N |
I'-_'I'-Il-'-..__*-i.

L ]

---------

" =
. - - ™
ﬂ.,‘u..:,“- -""'1..'\:' I- i 1 -
E P ] *
L LW ST L T
! T

-
i w“
giiiebesvin = 5y TR
R e B e el R
Ty iy sl Tl s
an, HET L e ]

~ 41st day of autumn,

a5 4 means to curb other freedoms.
Sounds familiar? GRADE: * % #1

New Home Video

EARTH GIRLS ARE EASY (PG)
Vestron. Which creatures are more
alien — a trio of furry extra-terres-
trials (Jeff Goldblum, stand-up com-
ics Jim Carrey and Damon Wayans)
or Valley Girls Geena Davis and Julie
Brown?

That’s the implicit question behind
this giddy, junk-sei-fi musical comedy
from English director Julien Temple
("Absolute Beginners®). The allens
land in Davis's swimming pool, and

THE WORLD ALMANAG

DATE BOOK

Nov. 1, 1989

Today is the 305th FII- =
day of 1989 and the gm

TODAY'S HISTORY: On this day In
1525, the first train passed through the
Khyber Pass, an ancient route to the
Indian " “subcontinent from the
northwest, - -

TODAY'S BIRTHDAYS: Stephen
Crane (187 1-1900), novelist; Grantland
Rice (1880-1954), sportswriter: Sho-
lem Asch (1880-1957). novelist: James
Jackson Kllpatrick (1920-), journalist:
Gary Player (1935-), goifer; Fernando
Valenzuela (1960-), basaball player.

TODAY'S QUOTE: A man said to tha
universe: 7 *'Sir, | exist!” /7 “However, "'
replied the universe, / "The fact has
not created in me / A sense of obliga-
tion.”” — Stephen Crane
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. DIVISION OF HALTON HILLS HOLDINO LTD .
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. 877-1234 4
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877-9311
PARCEL DELIVERY
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HUNTERS
COUNTRY RESTAURANT

Lobster Tails

Drawn Butter

“Old Gringo”’

soon they're the toast (and bane) of
Southern California.

The movie has an audacious, candy-
colored qualitv, and it's studded with
MTV-style musical numbers. The al-
ways offbeat Goldblum makes a bet-
ter alien than Davis does a Valley
Girl, yet this off-screen couple still
manages 1o strike some sparks to-
gether on screen. The movie runs out
of steam, though. GRADE: % &%

{(Film gra ding: # * % # — excellent,
* A  good, AA — fair, A —

pon%
1333 NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSN.

TODAY'S BARBS
BY PHIL PASTORET

Do you suppose all three networks
use the same cricket to let you know
you're watching a nighttime scene set
in the country?

How come the weightlifter in the fam-
ily almost never is able to muster the

strength to take out the.trash?
© 1909, NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSN.

New PBike of S

WATCH FOR
NOVEMBER’S
EXCITING
SPECIAL!

" 873-1409

118 Guelph St
NORMANDY
PLAZA

WEEKEND
SPECIAL

Rent Any 3 Moviss

From Sat.
"To Mon_ For ¢995

MACHINE RENTALS
CAMCORDER — VCR — NINTENDO

“was™ 873-0700

Including Soup of The Day or

Hunters Inn Salad

Coftee or Tea and Dessert

Deadline For Entries: Monday at Noon
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Please Send Your Entries To:

theHERALD

. ASGUELPMST. GEORGETOWN L7G 328

rzzcowis s MIOBILE SOUND SYSTEMS

MiRe Pepper Scutl Bess
U Mo ttinview R N -~ .
: 8 ‘ 1‘*‘-‘:'11"!&&! Lt ety

Reservations Preferred
Reserve now for your Christmas staff parties.
99 Mountainview Rd. N., Georgetown 877-3145
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