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Ten Years After tours 20 years later

_ROCK ON

In this summer of celebrating
Woodstock, it's hard to forget the
. highlight of the Woodstock movle and
album: Ten Years After’s 10-minute
version of “I'm Goin’ Home," with a
blistering guitar solo by Alvin Lee
that — well, coined the term "blister-
ing guitar sclo.” Twenty years after,
the news is that Ten Years After is
back. ,

With a new album ("About Time:'}
and single (“Shake It Up”), Britaln’s
seminal blues-rock band, which, as it
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happens, never of ficially broke up, re-
turns to the boards after a 14-year hi-
atus. Original bandmates Alvin Lee,
Ric Lee (no relatlon), Chick Churchill
and Leo Lyons will hit the road in Oc-
tober for a U.S. tour, and their music
is still as epergetic as the no-holds-
barred, down ‘n’ dirty rasp.that first
brought them stardom. A kind of mu-
sie that is, once again, right in style.

“Five years ago we were boring
{and) old...,” laughs Alvin Lee. “Now,
we're llving legends.”

Ten Years After had reunited once
in the Interim, at the 25th anniversary
of London's famed Marquee Club. The
response was underwhelming. Then,
last summer, a German concert pro-
moter asked to book Ten Years After
for a series of European festlvals.

“It was easy,” says Lee. “] just

. — -
A e g R N ey A S AT
. 4 2l R A R B N L e ’% ot
‘ P L I U T LIL S T AN A :
LRIV SO E T LR T ?"{:'- e :“.::. Ak
L L PR 1o el ] ot o 3
W5t "I-EE"\I R b S Pl -
- g Lo ol o T g = g
i }51‘ "*I'.':-""!i'& o e R
I 5 i

=
Lok
ye ot

Ten Years After

called the guys up and asked them if
they wanted to do it. We rehearsed for
two days and then did the gigs. There
were 30,000 people at each show, with
banners outside reading ‘Welcome
Back, Ten Years After.’ It was too
good to let go.”
Lyons had to put aside a job as a re-
cord producer; Churchill had to relin-
uish a position in song publishipg,
ic Lee had to leave a career-as a
band manager. Alvin Lee, however,
had spent the past 14 years playing in
one configuration or another — Alvin
Lee & Co., the Alvin Lee Band, even
one called Ten Years Later — to re-
markably smail notice for a genuine
guitar hero, He had little to let go of,
*1 did my first gig when I was 13,"
says Lee, now 44. “I turned profes-
sional when I left school at 16. It's all
I've ever done, all I can do, really.”
Getting signed to Chrysalis Re-

cords was no great feat for Ten Years
- After — their former manager owns
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the label, Chrysalis has been making a
nice few bob these past decades by
selling Ten Years After’s existing re-
cords, like the FM radio staple “I'd
Love to Change the World” (a song Al-
vin Lee never wanted to release; he
thought it was too pblitical. And while
we're on a trivia roll: Ten Years After
was originally going to be named
“Life Without Mother.”) .

The band went to Memphis and re-
corded with ZZ Top's producer, and
now Lee is itching to get back on the

road,

“I'm a rock 'n’ roll gypsy,” he
smiles. “I love the road. l'v 'iuve the
gigs. 1 love the Hyatt Houses. The
longest 1've ever been off the road
wag six months, and I started to go
crazy.”

Currently, Lee is touring in Austra-
lia with up-and-coming blues-rockers
Jehnny Diesel. They're one of many
groups who credit him as an inspira-

- tion, something he's never adverse to

hearing. While there, he'll continue
with press interviews, usually getting
the same question over ang over
again:

“What was it really like at Wood-
stock? They all ask that one. What do
they think, that I've been lying all
along and now they want the real
truth?” :

. (© 8% NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSN.

Cancer

Please give generously.

wlos.

110 MILL ST, GEORGETOWN
ONTARIO L7G 2Co

DIVIS]ON GF HALTON FULLS HOLDING LTD

877-1234

877-7400
ATRPORT SERVICE

o. 877-9311
B PARCEL DELIVERY

TRY OUR NEW
DELIVERY
SERVICE]

308 Guelph St. 873-1651

- DELICIOU

ROTISSERIE STYLE -
'BAR-B-QUE
CHICKEN

232 GUELPH ST.
873-1646(7)

-
B
' a -
- - s

Face In The Crowd

i % a-

I I'"

‘& R 17 W
. oy

FTake a closa look; rnu may be » winner. If the iace Indicated by the arrow s yours,
[

B you're the jucky winner

s palr of Georgeiown Cinemas courtesy passas.

al 877-2201 or BY7-8822 or drop In 81 The Herald, 45 Gualph 5t., Georgeiown fo
clalm your prize. Il you're not » winner this week, keep on looking. Next week It

may be your turn to win,

allus §

GEORGETOWN CINEMAS

235 GUELPH STREET — 873-1999

»
4 CINEMA 1

ARE ABOUT TOLAND 1000 YEA

[FE

CINEMA 2

* WEIRD AL"
YANKOVIC
n

L

maibhey A w
o M e

COARSE LANGUAGE

NOW PLAYINGI

THE PEOPLE ABOARD FLIGHT 35

ROM WHERE THEY PLANKED Y0.

- Evenings at | |
7:00 & 9:15 p.m.

NOW PLAYING!

Eveningsat
7:00 & 15 p.m.

NOW PLAYINGI

Even in wan..

murdep is murder.,

il # [

yOURLTTES (F

°

Evenings at
7:00 & 8:15 p.m.

: - - - 3 5 ;
" "
* ]




