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line between Rennes .and Brest in
the extreme northwest of France
will be activated with a sleek,
silver-and-blue TGV (Train a
Grande Vitesse, or high-speed
train).

When they say *‘high speed,’” the
French aren’t kidding. The TGV is
designed to travel in revenue ser-
vice at 300 km an hour, and it has
exceeded 400 km an hour in speed
tests.

The journey between PEII'IS
(Montparnasse) and Brest will
now take four hours and 16
minutes, a saving -of about 80
minutes. (Sections of the route bet-
ween Paris and Rennes have yet to
be electrified.)

What's more, the new train-sets
offer much higher standards of
comfort,
noise reduction, innovative seating
arrangements and the like,

Passengers are required (o
reserve in advance, at which time
thex can select a non-smoking or
smoking section and (in first class)

choose the meals that wil] be serv-

ed at their seats. :
BI1G GROWTH

The first TGV went into.service
eight years ago,  connecting Paris
with Lyon (in only two hours) and
on to the cities of southeastern
France, -

Passenger traffic on the route
has grown by more than 70 per cent
since Sept. 26, 1981, which seems to
prove that today's travellers will
eagerly utilize a rail service that
offers high speed, reliability and
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through air conditioning, -

TGV, are equipped with
microcomputers enabling the con-
ductor to provide passengers with
pertinent facts as the journey pro-
gresses,
DEDICATED TRACK

No matter how sophisticated the
technology of the TGV may be,
however, it wouldn't have succeed-
ed if the passenger train had had to
share its track with freight trains,
as is usually the case in Canada
and the U.S,

Instead, the French passenger

trains have their own *‘dedicated”
tracks. Not only do the two classes
of trains avoid competing with
each other for space on the line,

ADVERTISE
IN THIS
SPACE

CALL
DISPLAY
ADVERTISING

877-2201

- AT #1 PET CEng )
i | e s Lo
Iﬂ: . :TF!'[E.P:E ‘i,,'.#',.- A | ;1_““ e
; ””filiu_-‘l.\“'ﬂtn’{;iﬁ 11 —.ﬁ L1|.

Yl 174 2 |'I "I'1 \ .h- EFLEL
e ity ._ i

*10000_

Bring in 1his coupon for $100.00
off any in-stock A.K.C. or C.K.C.
registered dogs.

(] il
I o L I:":
. ."l. 1 .'-_ ¥
i . hi

ween the British and French
capital cities would then be a flat
three hours, compared with the
present journey of fwe hours and
12 minutes.

Work is under way in Spain that
will bring a TAV (Tren de Alta
Velocidad) into service in 1992, in
time for the Madrid Universal Ex-
hibition marking the 500th anniver-
sary of Christopher Columbus’
discovery of the New World,

Canadians using the Eurailpass
or France Rallp.ass should note
that their passes are valid on TGV
service, even though these trains
ordinarily require a fare supple-
ment.
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