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Helpful
competition
By James Jacoby

Usually the opponents who get into
the bidding are the toughest to play
against. But there can be exceptions.
Today we see a rare example of a
marginal opening bid by freewheeling
opponents making it easier for South
to bid a slam.

After East's opening bid of one dia-
mond, what would your action be as
South? Although you have opening-bid
values yourself, a takeout double must
be ruled out when you held only a sin-
gleton queen of spades. Nor is it 100
sensible to overcall with two clubs on
a suit as bad as A-8-7-6-4. What about
bidding one heart? Sure, you'd like to
have five hearts, but you have to play

" with what you have been dealt. Last

May, Gerry Michaud of Wichita, Kan-
sas, held the South cards in a special
Eir event held at the Cavendish Club

New York City. He did overcall with

When his partner responded with a
two-diamond cue-bid, Gerry bid three
clubs as a confirmation of ‘a sound
overcall as well as a biddable second
suit. The jump to five clubs by North
left South with a tough decision. But it
was now apparent that the cue-bid
was based not 50 much on good heart
support as on & good hand. It did not
geem possible that North cauld bid so
strongly without two aces as well as
massive club support. And remember,
the failure by North to bid four hearts

. meant that North could not hold more

than twe hearts. So Michaud bid aix
clubs and had very few regrels when

. the favorable location of -the king of

clubs let him take all 13 tricks.

* James Jacoby's beoks “Jacoby oo Bridge”™ and -

= Iacody on Cird Games” (writtea with his father,

boskstores. Both are pwblished by Pharos Books.
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Lady Luck will play a key role In your af-
fairs in the year ahead, especiaily in the
first haif of this cycle. Be alert for oppor-
tunities that will come through pecple
you previoysly helped.
CANCER {June 21-July 22) It might be
for you to prime the pLmp to-
day in order for you to generate returna

in a commercial endeavor. Just becare-.

ful, however, that you don't spend more
than you take in. Trying to patch up &
broken romance? The Astro-Graph
Matchmaker can help you to under-
stand what to do to make the relation-
ship work. Mail $2 to Matchmaker, P,O.
Box 91428, Cleveland, OH 44101-3428.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) It's Imperative
you have an equal say today In any decl-
sions that coutd cost you money either
tor business or pleasure, Don't jet oth-
ers do your thinking for you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sepl. 22) Try 1o oper-
ate in conjunction with co-workers to-
day and not in ways that oppose them. it
matters are not conducted harmoni-
ously, no one is apt to beneiil.

LIBRA {Sept. 23-Ocl. 23) Be phllosoph-
ical regarding the behavior of triends
today instead of belng critical. If you
forgive their little folbles, they, in return,
will be inclined to overiook yours.
SCORPIO {Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Be both
flexible and imaginative regarding the
ways you intend to achieve your objec-
tives today. Il you are closed-minded.
you could lock in on a procedure that
won'l work. :

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) You
might have to deal with someone today
whose interests are dizmetrically op-
posed to yours. To bring order oul of
chaos, each party will have to COmpro-
mise and make concessions. ;
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 18) Be ob-
jective today If someone who has your
best interest at heart tries to tell you:
that something you are resisting is for
your own benelit. You could profit from
listening. ‘

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Fab. 19) Only
those who are a party to the proceed-
ings should be privy to Inside informa-
tion today. Curlosity seekers could con-
fuse issues, 30 keep them at arm’s
length. .

PiSCES (Fab. 20-March 20) Strive 1o
be helpful to the deserving today, but
don't go out of your way to handle a
matter of another who is completely
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