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In tape decks, one is better than two

By the Editors
of Consumer Reports

You don't need to spend a lot of
money to get a fine slereo receiver or
a compact-disc player with most of
the features you want. But you should
avoid the bottomn -of the line when
choosing a tape deck. An outlay of
$350 to $500 will get you a deck that
should Eerfnnn well and provide all

and whistles most people
would need.
. These days, the hottest mid-priced
models are the dual-deck, or “dub-
bing,” machines. They hold two cas-
setf{es at a time and therefore are pop-
ular for copying cassettes or for
continuous playback of music.
- Single-deck models are generally
geared to more serious audic buffs.

used. But to use it effectively, you
must do some close comparative lis-
tening to the original and to the re-
corded sound.

Also desirable are three ta pe heads.
With them, you can monitor what
you're recording and make quick vol-
ume or bias adjustments if necessary.

Another feature — DBX noise-re-
duction — can provide recordings
with a very dynamic range, allowing
home cassette decks to record with
outstanding results. But you must
play back DBX tapesona compatible
leck, atherwise the results are apt to
Sound unpleasant. Few car tape-play-

ers include DBX decoding circuits.
A popular feature kiown as autore-

verse — a setting that automatically
plays the flip side of the tape — may

- chines. - Top-rated was the

prove a mixed blessing. While it's a
convenience, it isn't easy to design
into a machine and yet maintain good
performance. Its extra complexity
may also make the machine more
prone to malfunction.

On balance, the electronics engi-
neers favored the single-deck ma-
Aiwa
ADF780. It has three tape heads and
HX Pro circuitry. The testers pald
$400 at discount.

Among the dual-deck models, the
Aiwa ADWX808 and the Realistic
SCT84 got the nod. The Alwa is the
fancier machine, with a bright, elec-

? tronic tape counter and DBX nofse-re-

duction circuitry. The testers paid
$329 for it. But mechanically, it’s al-
most the same as the Realistic, which
sells for $260 at Radio Shack stores.

indeed, recent tests by Consumer Re-
ports’ audio engincers indicate that
the single-deck machines have an
edge in performance. Middling single--
deck models were on a par with the
best dual-decks. The dual-deck mod-
elstended {o suffer more from flatter,
a defect that makes music sound wa- .
very, fuzzy or othérwise unpleasant.’ -
- In othgr.key areaf:of performanee, -
such as dynamic.'range, the fypes ~
were comparable. .
Whether you choose a single-deck
or a dual-deck machine,.look for one .-
witl-Bolby € noise-reduction circui_t_-‘ o

ry and abar-graph recording meter-
with a large number of segments. The
Inore segments on the recording me- §
ter, the easler it will be for you to”
monitor the music’s Ioudness and ad-
just it to avoid overloading the tape’ ¥
Dolby C is now common., |

A deck with HX Pro, *headroom-
extension™ circuitry, can come close
o capturing the extremely wide dy-
namic range of a compact disc. Rela-
tively new, this feature isn't on every

~mid-priced deck, and, except for the

Aiwe ADWX808, none of the dual-
:E?i machines the engineers tested

ad it. |

. Another desirable feature is an ad-

, ustable bias control. It assu he
Peggy: What did one candle say to ilgh’egt level of audio agcur:z t“u
the other candle? ' '

matter what brand or type of tape is
Meggy: You’rg not very bright. |
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FOR ALL YQUR BAXING NEEDS

— OPEN 7 'AYS —
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How does this suit you?

-_ P“'F";ﬂsing asuitisanin- . buckle. It -
-vcs!:metlig_l(npwing some ' should be
basics can help get a retumn contoured to
on that investment. Don't take on the
buy on impulse. You'il get shape of the -
more out of a suit that fits neck and lie
Into your wardrobe and your flatonthe
lifestyle, Classic looks will shirt. Full

_Stay in fashion; fad fashions linings make

- probably-won't. Aiso, lapels a Jacket hang
should regain their original  betger. Having your suit
shape after being squeezed. regularly drycleaned can
The collar should not help prolong your suit’s life.
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Johp: Eatin’, hey?
Ron: No, it's spaghetti.

BARRAGERS
CLEANERS & LAUNDROMAT

BREve got you covered.

e

BT Lig Why do j;uu ~li*eép‘a'ski:qg
everyone for $107 7
Chris: I'm practicing to be a

B iR : iy
Wil Why does cream cost
wiban milk? |
OyRit’s harder for the cows to

the little bottles.

-

LinglggMnmmy. can I go out to
play?:’ ..
Mother: With your new dress?

[OPEN7 D 'A'_s]
873-2151

 Sun11amSpm  Thurs-Fii 9am-9pm

Joe: ﬁld you know it takes a dozen
e Mon-Wed 9am-6pm  Saturday 92m-6pm

sheep o make a sweater? ‘
Tom: Really? I didn’t know they
could knit. -

GREEN MEADOWS
NURSERY &

GARDEN CENTER

For All Your
Gardening

ITBLOCK BUSTERT|
/  VERTICAL
SALE!!!

- PATIODOORS
- 857 x84” —%159.00
_ L, 7 "184“—$1,49-00'

* WIDE RANGE OF FABRICS TO
. CHOOSE FROM WITH GREAT

*Rhﬁﬂ_ﬂa: What month has 28
days? " o
Roget+All of them:
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For All Your Fine China, - §
Stiver, Crystal & Giftware' |

AN ST MILTON
878-0050

NINTENDO & SEGA PLAYERS
~ WePay$25%ForUsed -
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