Media is not under attack

-after charges over budget leak

Garth Tumer

OTTAWA-Well, . it was quite a
week around this place. I was sit-
ting in a commitiee meeting in the
Parliament buildings last Monday
night when an RCMP news release
was put in front of me saying
Global TV reporter Doug .Small
-and four others would be charged
with criminal offences,

As you know, since then there's
~been a huge controversy about
whether a reporter should be pro-
secuted for accepting, and
"publicizing, a secret governmient
publication - in this case, one aboul
the budget.

Does the police action mean ine
freedom of the press is under at-
tack? Are politicians trying to gag
reporters who embarrass them? Is
Ottawa out to put a big chill on the
media?

For 16 years | was a jourmalist,
and wrote what 1 wanted. 1 was
often critical of the government, of
politicians and even federal
budgets. I also, from time to time,
received brown envelopes with
government secrets inside. .

Because of that background, I've
found myself facing. the TV
cameras and microphones outside
the House of Commons. Reporters
want to know if I think the charge
against Small was okay.

First, I don’t think reporters
have more rights than other peo-
ple,. so if the cops charged
everybody: who had the budget
stuff, then Small should be charg-
ed, too. He knew full well what he
had the night -before Mike Wilson
was to deliver the budget, and that
there’d be some kind of fall-out,

But, having said that, freedom of
the press is important to protect.
Politicians need reporlers looking
over their shoulders, asking ques-
tions, demanding answers and bey
ing tough with decisions. Our
system needs checks and balances
- and the media plays an important
roie giving us that. ‘

1 don'l think, quite honestly, that
anybody’s trying {o scare the press
wi h this action against Smail.
Maybe the RCMP went too far - but
how, as 1 mentioned, could the
police pick and choose who to
charge hete?

I've been telling reporiers that
I'm concerned about the action,
and will not ultimately support any
attempt to gag the press. That's
one step too close to state control
for this guy.
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The House of Commons commit-
tee that.I chair took a swing at the
Governor-General over the, last
t'el\:r days, and I'd like to tell you
why.

‘That part of the government witl

spend $9.3 million this year, which

is 20 per cent more than last vear,
Given the mood of austerity and
restraint around the country - wi
military base closings, VIA |
cutbacks and higher taxes - wlfat
kind of signal is this sending to

ple? Is it fair that ive e
flows at Rideau Hall when we're
all asked to give up more to help
pay Canada’s debts?

I don't think so. And that's why
there was some tough questioning
of the Governor-General's staff
before our committee, Do we need
to have the travel allowance in-
creased by a full $600,0007?

Do we need to spend another
$600,000 to establish in Ottawa an

office to do heraldry - designing

coats of arms?

Frankly, this kind of. spending
bothers me, I'm not against the
Governor-General or the monars
chy or our traditions, but I just
don't accept the lavish trend going
on here, It's a time to make every
tax dollar count, and to be totally
fair, l

This week the minister of public
works comes before the commit-
tee. Among other things, 1 want to
know why he plans on spending
$1.4 million this year on new
statues for Parliament Hill. Again,
how is this helping Canadians
struggling with tax hikes? How is
this fair?

I can’t change a lot of stupid
decisions made around here, but I
can raise my voice - and will con-
tinue to do so. If there are ex-
amples of government waste or
questionable spending you are
aware of, then please let me know.

Give Ottawa a dose of what it
really needs: Common sense,

As 1 write this, I'm preparing to
travel back home, dig out my rub-
ber beots -and then head _off to
Bolton, for the first of three Pick-
Up days we have planned.

It's a small way of marking En-
vironment Week ‘- a time we should
alt i think hard about the kind of
world we'll leave for the next
generation. I have invited people to
come out in Bolton, and later in
Burlington and Georgetown, just to
bend over and pick up polluting
trash and litter.

Iknow most of us are vitally con-
cerned about protecting - the en-
vironment. I don’t know how many
will find the time to come out, or
what iinpact the weather (and the
SkyDome opening) will. have - but
let’ me say in advance that I
sincerely. thank everybody who's
helped me on this issue,

It just doesn’t matter what we
accomplish in this world, - if the
world itself is sick. :

The communities we belong to
are! living examples of all that's
worth ° protecting. When Dorothy
and: 1-get back to the farm tonight,

the;gift of pature will be there for

us. ‘Tomorrow morning. we'll do a
little repaying.

Nurses needed for Easter Seal -

The Easter Seal Society urgent-
ly needs registered nurses to
work with physically disabled
children aged 7-19 at residential
summer camps, from mid-June
to late-Auvgust.

One camp has no nurses, four
others are understaffed and it is
less than "'two months until the

- Season 1s due to start,

. The Easter Seal, camps are

located near Kirkland Lake,
- Perth, Collingwood, London and
Port Colborne. Nursing salaries
are negotiable depending on ex-
perience; full board is provided
" for the duration of the camping
season and travel costs fo and

from camp will be reimbursed.

MY GENERATION
- “Fashions For The Young
At Heart”

115 MAN ST. S., GEORGETOWN
Across From Knox Chwch  873-2851

O i

WINDSHIELD REPAIRS
We Handle AH Insurance Claims

Nosopmomont’  873-1655

28 Guoiph St
Georgetown, Ont.

B77-9896

Dévislon of Halten
: Fiooe Fashions Lid.
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~ -Mills, Ontario M3C

Applicants must have a current
Ontaric Registration and a
minimum of one vyear's recent
clinical experience. Nurses who
intend to specialize in paediatric,
rehabilitative or public health
nursing will find the Easter Seal
camping program a- valuable

_ career experience. :

For further details call Anne
Maciej, The Easler Seal Society,
250 Ferrand Drive, suite 200, Don
3P2, (416)

431-8377 ext. 2651 or toll free

1-800-668-6252. |

¢ : ~ DELREX
SMOKE
St. Clair Ice Cream Cones

GEORGEYOWN MARKET PLACE
Lottery Agent - 770284
Variely - Post Office

o 3 tar‘ " tood stores
¥ OPEN 24 HOURS
—7 DAYS

YHE®

MOVIE RENTALS

SHOP LTD.

“Tire flattened

-Police say someone flattened
the tire of a vehicle parked on
Main Streel in Glen Williams dur-
ing the lale afternoon of May 30.
frapen}' damaged is valued at
10.

V. Clothing
Mens » [ adies » Chiidrens

ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS
B77-1598

S

fhese Stores |
Have The = |
Convenient

Hours To Serve

'Ybu!

877-0721 .

GEORGETOWN

. AT DELREX & GUELPH ST.

HOURS Twes Wed 1Wam.Bpm
Thims &Fn ¥Yam Bpm
Sy Samépm
NOW OPEN SUMOAYS .
12Weon-d00pm
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NTER OUR DRAW
For A

WEBER GENIUS | -
BARBEQUE

Retail Value $750.00

Complimants Of Goodlals Furniture
and Gaorgetown Food Market!

WE OFFER HOME DELIVERY ~— 3.00

. WEDNESDAY IS SENIORS' DAY |-
5% Discount.on Your Grocery Order -

FREEZER DRAW WINNER — BEV LEACH

WINNER OF THE WEEK
DORIS McCARTNEY

$84.73

Not Exactiy As llustratecd

saidty Dwl
Em‘fu H‘ﬂﬂ%‘ value
of Your
e
DRAWS W1 ;
MADE WEEXLY ) |
_EYERY SATURDAY

ft 16th
:;-r; 30ih

STRIP LOIN STEAKS

Ideal For Bar-B-Que!

6.49.

Fresh Delt Sticed or Shaved

MEDIUM ROAST BEEF

49.

SAVE
$2,50 Ib.

' 14.31 kg.

LAUNDRY DETERGENT-

S Litre Box

CLOVER LEAF
TUNA
Q¢

Skipjack
Chunk
Light
6.5 0z. Tin

LIONS CLUB BAR-B-QUE

_SATURDAY, HOTDOG $100
JUNE 10189 & DRINK I cxonaerown |

W& GEORGETOWN|
AN FOOD MARKET {
Moore Park Plaza, Georgetown 873-3963

STORE MondayFriday .............#8:002.m.-9:00 p.m.-
HOURS: Saturday 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. "
* Sunday e A —— CLOSED:

e
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