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- Long wait 'for'

sSeniors

By DONNA KELL
Herald Staff
Seniors in Halton Hills can wait
anywhere from six months fo two
years to get into a retirement home
as the seniors population in Halton

- Region soars,

Challenge and the winning community's flag will
grace its opponent’s sky for a week. Halton Hills
residents are encouraged to exercise for at least 13
minutes today before phoning the rec depariment
hotline at 873-2600 before 11 p.m. to register. (Herald
photo by Paul Svoboda)

“ work That Body fitness instructor Laurie Bumms
" (left), Mayor Russ Miller and rec depariment special
events supervisor Joanne Wilson are hoping the
. Halton Hills town flag will be flying over the city of
" Guelph next week and they're doing their bit today to
make sare (hat happens. Halton Hills has challenged
Guelph in the Great Canadian Participaction

Help us win in just 15 minutes

ket nce for an GUAT  wm. Run, jog. walk, pedal or

Work That Body fitness instruc- SWilb. Just do it. And don’t forget
o it b comtictog oo = B L
minute fitness classes open to the ouline

- _ before 11 p.m. tonight to register.
public beginning at 1¥noon and - Come on Halton Hills.

@ & § &% ® § o 5

Hey, Halton Hills.
Today's the day. L
Citizens of Halton Hills have a
chance to defend the honor of their
. community as the a.mmal.tsﬂmat' -
- Participaction Challenge pits our
' exercising alone isn't your , o -
T ﬂ,iﬂ;hﬁt W" w 3080 €1y imm nt-z.ﬁl_l!t:*??-m.-ulr e 8
e d nl “nm;}tﬂr geb‘-iﬂvnh‘hd‘aw-:‘;‘.ﬁv.m:n'a',‘.'a'h's'-'h_ A s

This information comes from the
Halton Housing Authority, which
runs five ‘‘geared-to-income’’
residences in Acton and
Georgetown, just after the release
of a Halton Region report entitled
“*Accommodation Needs of the
Elderly in Halton to the. Year
2001."" ;

While Halton’s population bet-
ween 1976 and 1986 increased by
only 18- per cent, the seniors
population increased by almost 75
per cent.

The Region published the report.

this month to survey the needs of
the elderly and to project seniors
population figures to the year 2001.
In Halton Hills, where the popula-
tion is an estimated 38,000, there
are 2,800 seniors (those aged 65 or
older). This figure will almost dou-
ble if Region predictions for 2001
are correct at a figure of 5,500.

Eleven per cent of the Region's
seniors live in Halton Hills.

Trends indicate that the
Regional seniors population, which
is just over nine per cent of 280,000
people, will increase to almost 13
per cent of the population by 2001.

The bulk of the semiors popula-
tion in Halton Hills, and in the rest
of the Region, is madle of the age 65
to 74 age group.

22 PAGES

homes

- There are almost—1,800 of this
group in a total senicrs population
of 2,800 in Halton Hills. Of Halton's
26,000 seniors, more than 16,000 are
between the ages of 65 and 74.

But the Regional report points to
an increase in services needed for
rural seniors. In Hailton Hills, 23
per cent of the population lives in
rural areas. “

The R
more of the elderly are institu-
tionalized. “‘If access to communi-
ty and home support services is
limited, individuals may seek in-
stitutionalization at an earlier time

than required,” the report says. It-

points to transportation problems
in the rural areas as a prime
reason for lack of access to ser-
vices. : -
Services such as those offered by
the medical profession will also
make it necessary for seniors to
travel to urban cenires, says the
report.
Over 25 her cent of the Region's
Halton Housing Authority-run
retirement apartments are in
Halton Hills, Two are in Acton and
three are in Georgetown. But there
are also other services offered
locally to seniors. |
The Bennett Health Care Centre
in Georgetown also offers retire-
ment residences. And although this
30-bed centre has vacancies, the
47-bed nursing home has a waiting
Jist. _
“"We get applications almost dai-
ly,”” says &elly Hetbert, Director

Continued on Page 4

Province will cover
‘board’s $4 million loss

By BEN DUMMETT
" Herald Staff ;
The Halton Board of Education
is taking a wait-and-see approach
to the province’'s proposal to make
‘ta fairer and more equitable
system for distributing local

- revenues” between the province's

public and catholic school boards.

As a result of the new sharing tax
assessment base-system, which
wasg proposed in the government'’s
recent budget and will come into
effect in 1990, the Liberals predict
the Halton board will lose approx-
imately $4.3 millions in tax
revenue over the plan’'s six year

& ¢ 4 % ¢ & ¢ B 0 6 0 F 4 %
i e R A

" Halton Roman Catholic
- Board said his board was pleased
, that its tax base will be increased.

that the board will actually receive
a net gain of just over $2.5 million
compared to its current revenue
situation.

The board’s Superintendent of
Business Services Jerry Jenkins,
was reluctant to make any predie-
tions concerning the government's
promises. -

Since the Liberals’ estimates are
based on the 1987 tax assessment
figures, all the board can do is
assume the government’'s figures
are accurate, said Mr. Jenkins.

Mr. Jenkins' coun at the

School

However he restrained his en-
‘thusiasm because proposed

changes have yet to - be im-
;'”;..”-':{-‘Wﬁws

ool o

egion says this could mean
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