By REV. TOM BANDY
St. Andrew’s Upited Church

It's an old saying: “The only
sure things in life are death and
taxes.” It is an old saying, but cer;,.
tainly not a Christian one. Easter
has let it be known that death is not
at all the ‘‘sure thing"” everybody
thought it was. In fact, the last
word of God for the world is "“Life"
rather than "“Death.” And what
about iaxes? Does the Faith have
anything to say about that?

This spring, the first topic of con-
versation among friends at the
barber shop, aside from the crazy
weather, is money. Perhaps the
controversy over the federal
budget, and the expected dif-
ficulties of the provincial budget,
has many people worried. Making
financial “‘ends” meet for many
families in Gecrgetown will be a

-

real challenge in the months
ahead. Making financial ‘‘ends”
meet for poorer families in On-
tario, including single parents and
seniors, may be downright im-
possible.

—~ We all know there are two ways
to respond to financial crisis. One
is to panic, and we see a lot of that.
Irrational cutbacks here, and imra-
tional extravagance there, The
other alternative is to prioritize:
clarify exactly what is most impor-
tant in your life which you wili sup-
port ‘with your dollars. One thing
we need to recognize is that Chris-
tians are apt to prioritize their
financial concerns differently than
others in society.

Christians tend to seek &
simpler, less ostentatious lifestyle.
They tend to emphasize the things
of real phvsical, mentai, emo-
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wnat makes a wedding elegant?
Let the Kentners trained consultants
assist you with selections for your
entire reception. Choose one or all
of our services, mix and match ac-
cording to your needs.
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tional, and relational health for
themselves, their families, and
their community. And they tend to
DE-emphasize those things which
are merely pleasureable,

More than this, Christians tend
to be as much concemed about
others in society. as themselves.
They tend to be more willing to
spend money on others out of sheer
compassion and generosity. Chris-
tians know that there are many in-
tangible things which are more im-
portant in life than the myriad ex-
pensive possessions with which so
many middle class people sur-
round themselves.

To put it simply, Christians are
aware of their calling to follow
Christ. They are aware that Christ
had only one pair of sandals, a
single change of clothes, and a
somewhat smelly donkey for
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Before you go
to the Chapel of Love,
Head down the aisle to ...

Batloon decorating ltas made fairytale dreams

Conrte briig
and we lirve made s our specinlity.
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There’s more to life than death and taxes

transportation. The purpose in life
for Jesus was not Lo acquire finan-
cial security, but to risk promoting
God’'s realm of love and justice.

No doubt many questions might
be addressed to governments
about their moral assumptions and
ethical commitments when they
make financial priorities. My con-
cern here is about our moral
assumptions. What priorities will
have your financial support in the
challenging months ahead?

[ think the church might be one.
Every charitable institution has its
problems, but the church is still
your best bet to bring more help, to
more people, in more ways, with
more kindness, than any other
social institution. It can also bring
you more satisfaction, more
spiritual growth, and more deep-
down contentment than any other

human organjzation. So i you are
trimming your family spending, 1
suggest you cut down om lottery
tickets and double your chemch
pledge. It's a better investment,

I think other priorities which will
be given serious attention by Chris-
tians include many other charities
and social services which have
been hurt be federal and provincial
budgeting. Christians are smart
enough to know the long term
benefits of eliminating deficits;
but, unlike many in society,

]

are compassionate enough
those who are suffering today and
can’'t afford to wait for the deficit
to be reduced. |

Probably the same fellow .
vented the saying about death
taxes, also invented that other un-
Christian saying, *“'Charity begins
at home.” For Jesus, charity
began with outcasts and strangers.
It was responsibility that began at
home.
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-.. LetUs Help You Plan
“that Special Day..
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We have a complete selectlion
of dresses for the bride,
bridesmaids and mother's of
the bride and groom.

To complete your look we of-
fer an extensive selection of
bridal headpieces, floral hair
combs, hatls and dyeable
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For A More Personalized
Service - Gall For An Appointment
| {4161873-1470
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BRIDES!

Purchase Wedding Invitations
from The Paper Factory and
receive a discount on your
Invitations and all other

, if you're waiting to say “1 De™ to s
balioon wedding talk to the experts, Lot ns
create your magical floating masterpicer.

Wedding Purchases.

878-2339
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M 509 Guetph st. 377-6086

Norval, Ontarlo Complele line

“CALL FOR YOUR NO OBLIGATION SHOP AT HOME SERVICE" of wedding
4 accessories.
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The Paper Faciory I
ihe largas! suppller of
colour co-ordinaied
wedding supplies.
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