GUELPH —By designing a low
maintenance landscape you can reduce
» the amount of 1ime you spend tending
your flower beds, lawn, and shrubs,
says Horticuliural Consultant Pat
Tucker, former head of the grounds
departmentat the University of Guelph.
~ You can eliminate most of your
pruning chores by choosing slow-grow-
ing dwarf varieties of trecs and shrubs,

The Korean Boxwood (Buxus
microphylla koreana), the swarf snow-
ball (Vibumum opulus ‘Nana’), or
Arctic willow (Salix purpurea ‘Gra-
cilis') are good choices. |

Look for plant varicties that can

grow just about anywhere and are
. known 1o be hardy and dependable.

“Plants-that lose their leaves, drop
their fryit or their flowers —-such as the
- Norway maple, the tulip tree, or the
catalpa — are poor choices if your aim
is 10 eliminate work,” Tucker said.

Of course, perennial flower beds
are time-savers because lht: plants
bloom year after year.-

Tey bleeding hearts, peonies, iris,
phlox, delphiniums and daylilies, hardy
geraniums and black-eyed Susans.

You'll find it is easier-to care for
your flower beds if plants are grouped
and you willenjoy the added attractive-
ness of vplume.

And by curving your flower beds,
you'll be able to do most of your trim-
ming chores with a Jawn mower.

To keep weeds down, use a mulch
such as bark, stone chips, or cocoa
hcans

. And where grass simply u.rlll not
grow — under mature trees, on a slope
~—- why not try a ground cover?

English ivy, pachysandra, pen-

winkle or cuonymus are usually trouble-
fmc once they are established.

Before planting a ground cover, you
must getric of weeds; cultivate the area
frequently to dcstmy weeds or use an
herbicide.

If you use a chemical weed killer,
~ follow the applicatiop rates recom-
mended by the manufacturer.

Ferennial flower beds are time-savers because the plants bloom year after
year. Here, Master Gardener Jlll Hutchinson of London, Ont., Shows off her

perennial garden. Master Gardeners are gardening
_received forma! horticultural training through the: Ontario Ministry ot

unthunluntu who have

Agriculture and Food’s Master Gardener program. Once trained, Master

“The chemical kills grasses and
‘weeds but it will leave the dead roots
and crowns in place. These will hold

+ thesoiland prevent it formbeing washed

away before your young plants caniake
hold,” Tucker said.

Occasionally, your ground cover
will require a trim or insect and disease

control; fertilize once in spring, at
similar rates used for lawns.

While plmmmg your no- truu’ole
landscape, don't overlook the value of
a low-maintenance shrub, such as for-
sythia, -honeysuckle and vibumums;
‘thesecancoveralarge areaat relatively
little cost.

Orp lnntnmummuftm:sandshruhs
to pmvldc all the design criteria of
texture, colour and furm

Gardeners are available to answer questions from the pubifn

Evergr:cns pﬂnmularlylhnspr:ad
ing types such as Green Acres, Andorra
and Tamarix junipers, are used exten-,
sively in the landscape; they lulcrau:
hot, sunny sites and providetexture and

' colour during the winter months.

These are also relatively free of
insects and disease. : _
But they are slow. to fill in and

- expensive to purchase, Tucker says.

Broadleaved evergreens such as
wintercreeper, low-growing , shrubs
such as cotoneaster or herbaceous per-
ennials such as creeping cmqu:fml are
also good choices.

These grow toaminimum hei
15 centimetres and they will also sup-
press weeds, fill in quickly and can be

:asﬂy pmpagatad

-Choosing an energy eﬁlclent house

—During the balmy . days of

- ing.

"‘l“'*

_ * rior walls and windows, -
| _thllmnybummucnmwcluhcn |

spring and summ:r. the last thing any-

one wants to be reminded of is the in-
" evitable return of winter, the othér fact
of life in the northem hemisphere.
' Many Canadians develop um:ntal
block tosnow, steetmdhnwlmg north-
em winds as soon as the last down-
filled jm:kr.t is stored in spring. How-
ever,, if you are shopping for a new
house this spring, keep the memory

alive; at least unti yuumsamﬁedthat -

the dwelling is energy efficient.

- Choosing an Energy Efficient
House: A buyer’s guide, published by
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corpo-
ration, answers COMMON encrgy ques-
tions. The booklet aims to make en-
ergy-conscious house huntérs aware of
~the elements of energy ¢fficiency and
where they can be found i in the dwell-

- There are five cmnpnncnts that
: Wnrkmgahmmmawlhcenﬂgycﬁi-
cient home: insulation, airtight con
struction, controlled ventilation, pas-
sive solar heating and ancfficient heat-
ing system. "~ -

When these factors mterm prop-
~erly, fuel consumption can be up to 80
pc:r cent less than the conventional

The well-designed,. well-built
mgy:fﬁmnthouscma!sodmﬂ -free
with even temperature distribution. It

' mllbcmolnrmmcsummnr, wurmcrm ;

‘the winter, quieter, less dusty, and

mamt:mamnfoﬂablc level of humld- |

iy,
- CMHC's ldewﬂlstﬂm'youclm
| ufﬂiep:tfalhufpoormmucumm
| 'demgn. These include higher-than-
- . construction costs, over-

mlde:mm build ”:r

'nwd!-hdhémgycﬂ'mhmwby
thebtuldﬂnruﬂu‘lhmnﬂw
g ﬁwfmmnt‘wcﬂ‘icm |

. will

' have highe _ {
rior walls than its conventional

sisringanﬂfali uir_

vﬂuenfﬁnwwuf. l

5 'munmmmigmdns:umuwm :

u mr.asun: the rc'sistanc: to heat loss.

Compare recommended levels with

~ those actually used.
Takeagood look at theinsulationto

secifitis rly installed. Check that
it is evenly distnbuted throughout the
house, but kept clear of chimneys, ven-
tilation features, electrical wiring and
plumbing penctrations.

If buying a home with a cathedral
ceiling or flat roof make sure there is,
enough room for insulation and venti-
lation between the-insulation and the
roof deck (normally 300-500 mm).

The energy cfﬁm:nt building will
rlevels of insulation inexte-

coun .
Good construction means the
‘avoidance of thermal bridges, that is,
areas where heat can bypass insulation
and escape through building materials.
Studs, floor joists and masonry walls

can act as tmrgy-cundumng thermal |

bridges.
in the basemnent, walls should be
insulated right to the floor and founda-

- tion soil well-drained to reduce heat

loss and prévent frost heave.

Ideally, insulation is applied to the
outside as it keeps the wall warm and
frost free. Check that the above-
gmundwnllmlmbunmvcmlbya
pmwchv: material. -

Floors over unheated garagw or
mwl should also be insulated.

fiders insulate the basement
slnhmincrme the amount of comfort-
able living space available in the
house.

A}rﬂglitmu
Thnmgrcﬂiciuuhmmdoﬁmt

_rely on insulation alone. Airtight con-
struction - keeping wamm air in and

cold air out - ualsuamprfmﬂnu
consider..
In :Jltmljcly cnl{i nr damp cli-

mates, airtight construction is wtnl

~ because frost and condensation can
build up, often causing structural
to the house.
- Normally, a
ormed on-a

unm:mtcsm
se (o determine

w “tight™ it is and where leaks are -
. located,” Before you buy, ask the

builder if this test was camed out pnd
- what the results were.

Airtightness is ﬂchmvcd when a

soundmr-npuurhamefis mmscwcl _:

throughout the house. Snmeumcs de-

scribed as a large scaled bag, this bar-

rier stops interior and exterior air from
passing through the walls and stops
water vapour from entering the wall

from inside the house.

A word of caution: once construc-
tion is completed, it is impossible to
tell if the air-vapour barner has been
installed correctly without' tecaring
apart finished walls. Because of this, it
is vital they buyer check depressuriza-
tion test results, -

ghtof .

then close when t
them:.
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IN THE SWING! —The biack - whi Refty Dulgm Tall ﬁr:ng 'N Stay waste-

basket is sleck enough

to fit into any contemporary kitchen. This mndd also i!
available in 10 other color combinations.

Accent is on colorin kttchens

Decorating tips this spring include
- brighter and more vivid colors than ever,
Red, black, classic white and slate blue
are some of the more trendy accents in
kitchen decor. :

However, even though censumer re-

.. search ‘experts agree that colors are im-
portant, they find time and again that a

common-sense approach is most success-
ful in using color.

Hefty Designs took this approach
when creating its new wastebisket line,
The Hefty Designs team interviewed
color experts to confirm the tready and
the-traditional, and asked more than
2,000 cﬁnsumers what problems they
had with their waste containers.

Here are a few of the features that
Hefty Designs—as a result—incorpo-
rated into its new product line:

» Lids in bright, trendy colors—red,
yellow, mauve, federal blue and black;

e Lids in traditional colors—slate’
blue, chu-r:oiatc.

yellow, white and beige;
¢ Baskets in thru: harmonious base

colors—-slate blue, white and beige;

e Lids that st for easier use,

BEAT THE .
SPRING RUSH!!

Call Now!! FREE ESTlMATEq

foot

user decides to close

* A ring that locks the-trash bag to the
rim of the can, so even heavy trash won t
pull the bag into the can; it also pmvcms
ugly bag overhang;

* A bag-storage shelf on the can that
keeps packages uf trash bags handy.

Each wastebasket is made of durable
plastic for easy cleaning, and every can
has a glossy finish to keep the kuchﬂr 1
looking neat and clean.

Each model carries a full, five- year .
warranty against hmaking durigg norma
household use.

The Hefty Designs line consists of five
models: Two Step "N Stey models —a tall
and medium size—have. an extra-wide' -
pedal. The Tall Swing "N Stay model
has & lid that swings away Trom the trash.
The Tall Lift N Stay has an casily oper-
ated lift lid, and the smaller Open Basket
model is pcrfcct for tight spaces.

Each wastebasket in the Hefty Designs
line was designed to accommodate
standard trash% sold in stores. The
tall wastebasket modcls fit perfectly with
talt §3-gal. bags, and the medium Hefty

D:.-.lgru models fl B'gnl mcdmm bans

SOLARIUMS . SUN PORCHES

in Cedar and Alumlnum

% POOL ENCLOSURES
* ENTRANCES, etc.
- % SUN DECKS

Sell & lnstall e Alumlnum Wmdows and Doors

VICTOR'S -
GLASS ENCLOSURES

(Ovar 25 Years Exporlenca)

SHOWROOM

55 SINCLAIR AVE.
UNIT 16 ©

GEO RGETOWN cNT .

-

416 873 1258




