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Crylng foul

Halton councillofs are crying foul over the Ministry of
- Environment’s decision to tell the Region to close “down
Milton’s hazardous waste disposal site or face fines.

. The MOE has decided that hazardous wastes aren’t be-
ing handled properly on the site.

Labelled by Milton Councillor Bill J ohnson as “the big,
" Bad ministry” the MOE looks to us like the good guy in this

- case. | O
. What the ministry has done is

examine the site found

| pmblems, then issued a notice saying fix themor be { ined.

. So why the “big bad” MOE?

-

- In fact, several Regional counclllors seem to feel
slighted by the ministry for simply doing its job.

If a site specially designed for handling hazardous waste
isn’t working, how can we expect

the private sector to put

the effort into properly disposing hazardous waste?

If a large corporation had been found improperly diapas-

ing hazardous waste, and the MOE issued such an order,
we'd all be pointmg fingers at that business for: polluting

‘the environment.,

The Miiton depot, which handles waste from’ all of Nnrth

‘Halton,

including Halton Hils, must follow the strict

gmdehnes of hazardous. waste d1sposal even better than
- private companies in order toset a good example.

Coun. Johnson said the MOE is attemptmg to embarrass
Halton by issuing such an order. If Halton is embarrassed,

‘it has only Halton to blame

- Halton Region is a leader in the recycling field and its ef- |

forts to divert hazardous waste such as paints, turpentines
and bleach bottles away from landfill sites are admirable.

But Halton, as a leader,

must follow the rules and

guidelines of hazardous waste dnsposal or.the whole effort

is put to waste.

Instead of creatmg such a hue and cry about the “blg'

bad mmlstry,"

“‘gkay, we've got a problem, let’s fix it.””
No doubt Halton will open the depot again, but in politics
“unfortunately, we must always listen to a round of deflec-
ting blame before the tough get gomg
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Brian MacLeod
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. Councillor Masrilyn Serjeantson
is right. m;ib:?m he ti: better

process . for ¢ meetings —mow
. conducted at town council. - Coun-

cillors argued last week about the

and

public meeting process.

whether- muncillnrﬁ should be

- allowed to participate.
~ They decided to l:eep-a “hands
public meetings

’f-aavaxwrmtudoﬁm

_favoror npposed to the appiication,

™ But the ensuing discussion and
question and answer -period often
begs for questions, or at least
clarihcatiun .

That’s where the awkward aitua-
tions come in. Often members of
the public are just left glaring at
silent councillors awaiting some
sort of direction on'issues.

There were gaod points made in
the -debate. about public meetings.
Like the fact that cuunei_llum could

start “‘grandstanding’’ during such
debatm in front of the public.

However, if each councillor were
allowed ope, -or  two. clarification
questions to the public or town

staff during debates, it would leave

a better taste in tlmpuhlicp mouth
nftarhnportantmqeﬁngn "

If you live in an a |
Halton Hills you may start “blue
bagging' it Iaiﬂ? soon. The blue

‘bags ‘sre Halton’s answer to the
. blue box

now in

lace thrmw
y You'll help

.Join in -the program.

oost of living
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- Campaign to “raid public purse”’

Queen'’s
Park

Derelg Nelson
Thomson News Sarvice

A well-orchestrated campaign to
raid the public purse on behalf of
welfare recipients and social
workers is under way here.

It began several months ago and
has gradually escalated over time,
with the climax expected to be a
mass rally in front of Queen's Park
April 8. \

The effort is impressive; the
cause terrible,

The campaign supposedly aims
at getting the provincial govern-
ment .to implement what is known
as the Thomson or SARC report.

This report, from the Social
Assistance Review Committee
(SARC), chaired by former Fami-
ly Court Judge George Thomsonm,
took two years of effort and $3
million to produce.

Although badly urganjzed - poor-
ly thought-cut ahd indifferently
wﬂttm, the report draws hosannas
from professional welfare ac-
tivists.

It calls for a near-doubling (to
$4.4 billion from last year's $2.3
billion) of the. money spent on
welfare. The “total Ontario budget

- is$38 billian.

The -SARC report
'I‘rammm, and the

was Iabelled
theory behind

-it is that ‘lots more money and.
‘more social

workers will

SARC
'I-I-wp .

people help themselves out of the
welfare system entirely.”

But wouldn’t that then end the
need for social workers?

Not according to SARC, which
believes ‘‘that the new. program
will be a much better one for those

who work in it and that the overall:

result will be additional skilled
personnel providing income sup-
port and upportunity pla:ming to
people inneed.”

It cenlres on “‘cpportunity plann-
ing”” - with a kind of nent
social worker-advocate to help
welfare recipients to use the
system,

No wonder 150 student social
workers turned up here this week
to demonstrate. There are good

‘times for them in a future with
own in- -

more dollars, In their
imitable words, ‘‘poverty sucks, s0
get the bucks.” -

They, too, are part of the cam-
paign to get the first $400 million in
new cash pumped into the Com-

. munity and Social Services budget

in Treasurer Robert Nixon's May
provincial budget. -

So, also, is a "“march on pnvarty
that is making its way from. Ot-
tawa, Windsor and Sudbury star-
ting points. |

PRESSUBE
And the usual other pressures
are being applied, ranging from
BLupathatic newspiaper articles
t the “poor” to political ens

. dorsements - including a surpris-

ing armmment of support for

from ~multimillionaire

businessman Confad Black, who
usually shows more éense in What

r’
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Halton - councillors should be saying,

MPs should rescind increase

now. Most pensioners today have

come through the depression in the
1930s and were unable to save for

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following
lefter to Halion-Peel MP - Garth
Tumner was filed with the l-l:rald
for publication.

Dear Mr. Turner,

The Hon. Michael Wilson has.

recently informed us we must ac-
cept r.:uta in social -

his budgét later this month.

| Itwmﬂﬂmakesnmemnéand--
show good faith on the part of the

Honorable Members uf Canada’s
Parliament if the recent increase

to themselves was

has a deficit managﬂnmlt does not
vote themselves a raise, even for

this is

Do you remember when
were with the Turmto Sun ang led
the peotests Parliament Hill
when the Cmservativa govern-

ent tried to de-index the Old Age
nnr.l again when you

mmt wWas over
ngs are no different

thousht
- taxing us

YOUR OLD
s ,DB*@;%
THIS OFPORTUNITY TO WELCOME YOU
| LOOK FOHWAP\DTD

DHAFPY ASSOCIATION!

LETTERS

their retirement or even have com-

-

and .
higher taxes when he brings down

on their

. that they
. When

. gibility

increases. However

just what Parllament has
dope and now ask John Q. Public to

 take cuts and pay more taxes.

you

pany pensions to augment the old
. age pension. Many are living on in-

comes . below the poverty level and

_ are even taxed on that. As for your
suggestion of deficit bonds, most

pensioners are -unable to manage
pm.smns and are using
their savings, if they have any, to
get by, so how could they afford to
lend the Government their maoney
need toliveon? -

people see the Govem-‘-
ment assume some fiscal res

by dutting badk on

{5 we have Im
Ieedlng 14 the trouth, then,
perhaps, we might éave this great
country for future generations,

Put the country on a business
basis. When a company is facing
bankruptey, it cuts back at all
levels, not just the bottom half.
You don't see the top: brass taking
raises and the working class takes
acut. LI p ;

Another idea would be for. all
Members of Parliament ‘to-become

$1ayearmmfnrnmyearmthnn*-

hes.ays

What makes a lot of the ad-
vocates of Blg Spending optimistic
is that Premier David Peterson
and . Community and Social Ser-
vices Minister John Sweeney bave
already accepted Thomson’s con-
clusions. .

They haven't quarrelled with a
gingle one of the report’s recom-
mendations or observations, even
though it contains plenty to
criticize.

It appears the Liberals, reacting
to the united front the weliare
establishment has put up in sup-
port of Thomson’s document,
believe that it is easier to mmth
supportive platitudes than ask any
hard questions about the SARC

schemes.

In fact, the only negatjve com-
ments 50 far have come from Nix-
on and Peterson, and these are
always couched in terms of
perhaps not being able to afford to
implement SARC. (Actually, the
assumption - or pi - is that
the federal government will kick in
half the new funds.)

4 o2
But killing SARC by starving it~

of cash would be a copout,

- There are resally two fundamen-
tal questions that need to he asked.
Only one of them is whether we-can
afford it.

More important is whether we
should “afford it.” '

And a close look at the commit-
tee’'s confused, — bureaucratic.
legalistic and expmsiva “solu- -
tions" to welfare reform leads to
the obvious conclusion that the
rqmtslml}dsimpiybejunked -

ly minimal expenses paid. But that
iB hoping fnr too much If the
government wants the e to
willingly bite the bullet, let- Parlia-
ment set an example by cutting out
their own extravagances. Instead
of cutting back on the middle and
lower class, let the wealthy pay
their share by taxing 50 per cent
tax on taxable income over $55,000
instead of 29 per cent.

'We pensioners have had to cut
back in many ways to be able to af-
ford a few Iluxuries so. why
shouldn't our Honorable Members
of Pdrliament c ut back tod? Put
into force an austerity program un-
til the deficit is paid of{. All the ex-

tras like travelling and éntertain-
fdg on expense accounts, No moxe
free passes or supposedly  factfin-
ding trips to exotic places when it
iswintertime in Canada.:

Also, a moratorium should be
put into place on all loans and gifts.
to other countries until such time
as we have taken care of our own
poor and homeless and our country
is. back on the black side of the

ladger
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