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Fans deserve winning team, say ex-Toronto players

- No quick fix for Leafs

By PAUL SVOBODA
Sports Editor
They uned tn say Ron Ellis had
special skates that flt into slots cut
along the ri@:t wing ice in Maple
Leaf Gardens.
Rather than a
6, that summation best described
the hardworking up-and-down
style of one of the Toronto -Maple
" Leafs' est wingers.

During lmguuv Leaf career
Ellis pa his wing with a
solid, if cular, work ethie.
He was & steady m-goall-a-
man and his defensive work was
topnotch. ! |

Today a successful businessman
with sporting goods outlets in the
Bramptou area, Ellis admits to

still being, '“‘a Leaf, through and
through,” and the mrrmt sad sack
state of the club near the bottom :of
the NHL doesn’t please
him one bit.

“l spent 20 years in the Leaf
chain and it's very discouraging to
see the disintegration of the fran-
chise,” gaid Ellis at the Hockey
Heritage dinner on Mar, 8.

“There’s no a:imple solution, the
Leafs still should be one of the
greatest franchises. It's very hard
now with 21 teams but I'm confi-
dent that in due time il tum
around."”

Ellis says there's no single pro-
blem with the Leaf tion to-
day but he does acknowledge the
weight that oft-m owner
Harold Ballard must bear on his
shoulders. “Harold has to take
some major bility, that’s
where the buck stops,” said Ellis.
“The Leafs have had some bad
drafting, made some bad trades
and some bad decisions. The Sit-
tler situation, the Lanny McDonald
situation, they all had an impact.
Once they dismantled the team
after Roger Neilson was coach it
was hard to get back.”

Darryl Sittlm', Leaf captain and
leader up until the e;:d of the
Neilamerainﬂm!ate’?ﬂa,was
caught in the middle of the power
struggle that destroyed an upward-
ly mobile Leaf team that had
~ upended the New York Islanders in
" the playoffs and had just missed
doing the same to. the Philadelphia
Flyers - both Stanley Cup squads at
that time,

“We went from a very strong
hockey team to a very weak
hockey team,” said Sittler, the
guest speaker at the Mar. § Hockey
Heritage gathering. ‘I don’t know
if it (the situation with Leafs to-

Bridge
‘winners

and Adele

Doris Barber

Gladick teamed up to take first-

place honors in duplicate bridge
play at the Gwrgﬁtown Legion on
Apr.10. -

Harry Arbic and Jack
Kaarsemaker combined for se-
-cond place and Lorena Norris
and George Farrow played to a
third-place finish,

.day} hurts {personally)

at old No.

.chise

but for
Leaf fans, they deserve a more
competitive hockey team. To be
down: as long
they' vegottohedishearteneﬂ

One of the moves made when an
aging Punch Imlach was brought
haﬂ Ballard the
manager by Was actual
trading - of Sittler. That move,
which sent Sittler -to Philadelphia
for. Rich Costello and a draft,
choice, was akin to the Edmonton

Oilers moving Wayne Gretzky.

“I was expecting to get traded "
said Sit!l::-. who had removed his
captain's C weeks prior to the
trade in protest of some of Im-
lach’s moves. “What was more
disappointing was being traded to
Detroit from Philly on the day the
Flyers were going to make me cap-

tain.” Sittler ended his career in
D-et:roit while Philadelphia receiv-
ed Murmay Craven, a 30-goal
mwhn‘ﬁsﬁﬂmﬂaﬂwﬁm
“It was a good trade for hoth
clubs," said Sittler.

Like Ellis, Sittler says there's no . -

ghort terrn answer to the current
Leaf problems. “They’re not going
to do it overnight,” he said. He also
admitted nothing is likely to hap-
pen as long as Ballard exerts ma-
jor control over hockey operations.
“That’s not going to change a lot,”
he admitted.

Ellis says the Leafs need a fran-
player

back problem, may go a long way
in th.at reﬂpect. “He's a tremen-

dous player,” said Elis, ‘“They
need people like Clark to build
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as they’ve been,.
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" sports stores, Sittler

although he |
‘acknowledged that Wendel Clark,
‘recently returned from a nagging

m i

The Leafs recent trade of Ken
Wreggett to Philadelphia for two
first round draft choices may not
he an immediate answer either,
according to Ellis. “Unfortunately
ﬂﬂsismtnbanneryearfnrthe

draft,'” he said.

-Meanwhile, Ellis agrees with
several hockey people who say the
Leafs need to call upon their
heritage more than is being done
currently . at Maple Leaf Gardens.
There are no past championship
banners hanging at the Gardens
and no Leaf alumni club there.

“It's one of those little things
that helps to create that annwball

- effect,” said Elis. He added that
}'mmger players can often miss out -
on 1

about the winning
Maple Leaf legacy by not rubbing
elbows occasionally with the older
players from past championship
teams.

That situation may change,
however, as .Ellis said the NHL
players alumni association, a
group headed up by ex-NHLer
Larry Regan, is hoping to wurk

closely with the Gardens in
future,
While Ellis is busy with his

keeps busy
with public relations work in-

cluding that with Purolator
Courier which sees him work close-
ly with the Canadian bantam
hockey championships,

Unlike former Hab Hall of
Famer Guy Lafleur, who is enjoy-
ing a successful comeback with the
New York Rangers at the age of 37

_ .and after being out of the NHL for
_ four years,

the 39-vear-old Sittler
says he never had the itch to return
to the big league wars once he hung
up his blades.
“When I retired, I was ready to
retire,” he said,
As for any further association
with hockey, particularly at the
management level, Sittler says
he's never had the opportunity,
although he would have to mnsider

anything that came along
, Are you listening Mr. Ballard?
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On the block

ﬂ United Rent-Alls defeficeman got -a plece of the puck as he went
down for a block during the championship game in the Halton Hills
Hockey League last Sunday at Alcolt Arena, The league couldn’t have _
azked for a more thrilling finish to its 1988-89 campaign as it took two.~
avertime periods to decide a winner. The McGlbbm Holel ﬂtntually

prevailed edging United by a 3-2 score. (Herald photo)
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